[ nr « rrZrt 

Anatomy of 
Female Power 


A MauulinUt Dinrction Matriarchy 







Ntrthwwsiern 
UnNers** L4arw> 
EvWtttfon, 

U*xm6020B*2300 





Anatomy of 
Female Power 

A Masculinist Distrtiion <>f Matriarchy 


Chinweizu 


Fu* published ia 1990 by 
Pero Press 
P.OBoiW 
Fcstac Town 
La«ov N*er,a 


30&. V2 






ISBN 978 2651 05 2 


All rights reserved No part of this publication may he reproduced 
or transmitted in any form or by any means, without the prior and 
written permission of the publisher 

Printed m Nigeria 


Dedication 


To Ike handful of women nr** in mv We (platonic 
friend v, town, ez-kwen. town-to-be); 

To the count leu other* »ho haw dipped in and 
out of my life, and especially 

To those who have attempted to marry me: 

From tken I have learnt most of what I know 
about women 




Epigraphs 


The object of u 
mnn. or allow man lo war with her, bat umpty to 
conouer him and hold him m subservience without to 
much aa a threat or a Now. Clever women always do 
this, clever women have always dooe it. 

- Marie Corelli, Britiah novelist 


owrapa 

her fingers, if the puts her mind lo itf 

- Regina Joseph. Nigerian cola 


You think We mea arc dever. If you tee womankind 
and watch how four or five of them ut together and 
lell each other thissga. you think Instead of chatting 
here, they ought lo get up, no home and cut grass As 
you talk like lh» to each other, you think m your own 
mmdv They arc stupid and ignorant See, my 
grandchild, they are not stupid Nut hum m the whole 
world is cleverer than the female sea. Know this If 
you are as other awn, you are not as intelligent as a 
woman . . I tell you a woman is dever. And if you 
respect what it woman's business your reputation wsO 
not Msfler And your wife will honour you. because 
she knows that you have Icarnl to keep quiet hkc other 


- Teachings of the ( hagga hldcrs of 
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Prologue 


Who Rules Who — Man or Woman? 


In the laal couple of d ec ad e* . femmiat propaganda has aought to per- 
tank the world that women are power leu in vooefy. and that men art 
natural oppreaaon of women It dam* that wrve* arc wbordinatc to 
their hmhand* in the home, and that. ottUnic the home, men have 
eich td e d women from political, economic and cultural power. 

Same, like Ellen Gatford of Britain, any: “Woaaen arc alavea and 
men arc maatera” 4 

Some, bkc Andrea Dworkin of the USA. any: *Afl houaewive* are 
economi c ally espioited, all working women arc".* 

And aomc, like Carol Hamack of the USA, have even gone ao far aa 
to deny that women have any power at all over men: 

The term nni Ubermon waa derived from the term 
women' i bbrnmon and thus inaiauate* that women have 
power over men. Ila very name infer* liberation from female 
domination and n therefore an mveraion of fact aa well aa 
women * liberation principle*.* 

Aa a rule, thoac few women have not been taken acnouaty who have 
bothered to acknowledge female power over men lake Denyac Plum- 
mer, the Trinidadian calypao ungcr. who proclaim* that “woman in 
boa*”; or like the eipartriatc Nigerian actrca* Patti Boulaye, who *ayv 
“moat men are controlled by women”, * or like the Argentinian, Father 
Vilar. who laid 


Women let men work for them, thmk for them and take on 
ihcv rcaponubaliuea - in fact, they caplou them.* 
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Thtt great division of opinion among women should prompt one to 
ask: Which kind of claim is true 7 Winch picture m the illusion. and 
which the reality ^ 

Conventional modem opnuon. m well aa the tonal tocncc conic n- 
mh, would appear to Nippon the fernmnt picture It n conventionally 
assumed that female power. if it existed. would be wielded by women, 
through kome public system of authonty It n ako held, by conventional 
open opinion, that matriarchs (who would be the natural wiciden at 
female power) are illusory. and that matriarchy (a mien of fcmalct 
wielding authonty) does not cast 

For NMtancc. The Concur Otfuni Ok nonary (6th Edition. 197b) 
define* a matriarch a* a "woman corresponding in tiattn to a patriarch 
(muaUy jocular)” The venerable compiler* of that dictionary add that 
the word it derived “from Latin mater mother on false analogy at 
patriarch* Treating the notion a* a joke derived an a “fake analogy” 
suggests that matnarcha arc illusory. phantom figure*. However, 
powerful matron*, often elderly, who dominate family group* and dan*, 
who are patriarch* in all but then gender, arc neither unknown nor rare 

Similarly, accordmg to the Eneycbpatdta Bntanmta. ( l.Vk Edition. 
1906) matriarchy t* a “soda! system in which familial and poklical 
authority it wielded by womea* And that repoutory of conventional 
knowledge add* that “the consensus among modern anthropologists 
and sociologists a that a strictly matriarchal society never cmlcd * 
Thu it despite the fact that, in tome African and Native American 
societies, women did have their (tractive* of political authonty parallel 
to and countervailing thoac of men. 

When a definition will not allow ut lo acknowledge what it before 
ut, it it flawed. For example, if we defined the sun a* a square star, it 
would then be. tinctly speaking, true that there na't and never has been 
a tun But since such a daan (he* in the face of our experience, we would 
have to reject that dcfinnioa for uni capturing the reality, and for 
auslcading us into the absurdity of denying the existence of the tua we 
can see aad point at On similar grounds, we would have to reject the 
conventional definitions of matriarch and matriarchy far flying in the 
face of the cs a mp l c* died above. 

la any ease, even if no "slnctfy matriarchal society” ever enued. that 
would not imply that fcnulc power did not exist Authonty n only one 
of the many types of power; and the wielding of authority is not acces- 
sary for the exercise at many types at power Power wuhout authonty 
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• neither unknown nor rare, aa u recognized when it in aatd t 
someone n the power behind the throne". 


it seems pnm* fmctt odd to claim that women 
and, mi particular, oner men. 11 the essence of power » (he abiiky to get 
what one wants, then wom en are (a r from powerless. Women do pet, 
and always did pet. what they want - be * riche*, or throoc*. or the 
head at John the Baptist, or routine exemption from hardships and risks 
which then men (oft are obhped to endure. That women operate by 


ay mean that women arc bereft of power. 

11 wom e n arc not powerless, arc they, perhaps, less powerful than 
en? Some f c mount t find d m their interest to have the world behrve 


this. And (or prool they point to the public structures of pofaticai, 
economic and cultural power, and show that these arc almost cadusnely 
occupied by men But does that prove what they aim to prove? Not at 
aU! All a shows u that in the public structures, which form the domain 
ol male power, women arc not weft represented. If this under-repre- 
sent at mm) is to prove that women arc leu powerful than men. it would 
need to be also true that those pubhc structures exhaust the modes and 
centers of power m society. Alas, let feminist claims, they do not; for 
there indeed arc other modes and centres of power which women 
monopolize Such are the subjects of this inquiry 

In those centres, women control scarce resources, commodities and 
opportunkics. and they distribute them. They exercise power through 
education, propaganda, directives, suggestions, rewards and punish- 
ments. They wield instruments of persuasion and coercion. 

Ax this inquiry shall show, matriarchs (who wield female power) and 
matriarchy (an organized structure or mstnution for the extra sc of 
female power) do exist, mdecd have always costed The power they 
wield is neither illusory nor a joke Furthermore, in human society, it is 
not male power but female power which n supreme. Or rather, to 
change the imagery, however peal male power may be, it ia to female 
power what that one-seventh of an iceberg which is miblc above water 
ia to the sa-sevenths which bet below the water line 

As we shall see, the male modes of power arc actually tributary to 
the female modes, in as much as the fruks of male power are poured at 
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the feet of women through the workings of fcauk power. Thai men 
aeck wealth, power, status and fame for the lowe of maea a widely 
•netted to by knowledgeable commentators Accorchng to Esther 
Vilar -Mea t work a oak done with woman in view'*. 10 

Aad froai ha sludie* of the human paychc, Sycnauad Freud report*: 

... ia the greater number of ambit insa day-dream*, loo, we 
can diwowr a woeaaa m tome comer, far whom the dreamer 
perform* all ha heroic deed* aad at whaac feet all ha In- 
uaiph* are to be laid 11 

Proa* ha own experience, Aristotle Onas.su, aa ambitious and very 
successful baaetuua of (hit 20th cent ary. con f irms tha when he 
declared: "If women data*! cost all the mnaey m the world would have 

no meaning 1 * 

Moreover, male preoccupation with wealth, power, fame aad siatm 
ia order to win the love of women ia quite natural, being rooted ia the 
animal origin* of humanity A* Robert Ardrey report*. * would be 
unreasonable. 


ia the light of our new knowledge of animal behaviour Jo 
conclude that feminine attraction for wealth aad rank, ad 
mascukae preocc u pat i on with fortune aad power and fame 
arc Woman aberration*. . . 


If the natural goal of male power it to pay tribute to women, then 
male power is naturally tributary to female power. If, however powerful 
a man may be. hit power » used totem the wom en ia hi* life, that would 
auke dubious the notion that mca arc masters over women Because 
every man has at bos* bit wife, or hit mother, or tome other woman in 
hi* life, men may rule the world, but women rule the men who rule the 
world. Thu*, contrary to appearances, woman a boss, the overall ho**, 
of the world. 

To understand why woman rules man. we need to examine female 
power and how it operates on men 
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Part I 


Features of Fewale Poorer 


The Five Pillars of Female Power 


You 4 y uan l ifct powmcCi man. 1 ST S»g» 

1*^ mm mUtS^ go « **•«*" 


Female power en»a, it kiapmei every man like a ubiquitous shadow. 
Indeed, ike We cycle of man. from cradle to grate, may be divided into 
three phase v each of which n defined by the form of female power 
which dominate* kun motherpuwer, bride power, or wdepower. 

From birth to puberty, he is ruled by motherpower. as c serened over 
him by hit one and only “mummy dearest" Then he pastes into the 
territory of bndc power, at cxcratcd over him by ha bride-to-be, that 
cuddleaomc and lender wench he lech he cannot live without. This 
phase lasts from puberty to that wedding day when the last of hit 
potential brides finally makes herself hit wife He then pastes into the 
domain of wife power, at exercised over him by his own resident 
matriarch, alias hit darling wife This phase lasts liU he is either 
divorced, widowed or dead. 

la each phase, female power tt established over him through hit 
peculiar weakness in that stage of his life Motherpower is established 
over him while he is a helpless mfaat. Bndc power holds sway over him 
through hts great need for a womb m which to procreate, if he didn't 
feel this need, he wouldn't pul himself into the power of any owner of a 
womb Wifepower is established over him through his craving to appear 
as lord and master of some woman's nest, should he dispense with this 
vanity, not even the co-producer of hit child could bold hun m her nest 
and rule him 

There arc five conditions which enable women to get what they want 
from men: women's control of the womb, women's control of the 
kdchen. women $ control of the cradle, the psychological immaturity of 
man relative to woman, and man's tendency to be deranged by his own 
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rarely anted 

There a a fob abet pnet thuv 

lit »iimM The wav to a au i heart a through hit hefty 
2nd woman Areal vow aiming a lew inches loo high? 

Thi* joke pay* Inhale lo how the womb and the kitchen cimtrol the 
feeling* of men A man can he enatrofled hy the hunger in ha belly, aad 
by the other burner which flarci up jud below hu belly (.'aatcqacatly. 
he can be manipulated by wWser mat rob the k He ben which (cede him. 
or by whoever carnet the womb through which he cram to procreate. 

That maa abandon* the kitchen in wcanan. and grove k (or accct* to 
a womb, arc act ordained by aaturc nr by god. bat retail from how 
woman, who coatrok the cradle, hat eh* wen to cunditioa hove aad gwk. 
We mud remember the caring that “the hand that rock* the cradle ia 
the hand that rule* the weald" *' That a to because whoever tram* a 
child ia «i firtl year* chape* « lor Ide Woman, who ndet Ihc nurccry, 
chape* buy* and girk for hie, and the way* tn which the chape* boy* 
make them what they become aa men 

Women enjoy two other advantage* which arc the uibyect* at 
popular caving* It a catd that a man comet ol age at 611. and a wonaa 
at 15; which a why. a the eye* of women, men arc babte* or. at bed, 
bttk boy* When Nora Ephroa o i the USA declared "Men arc bilk 
boy*". 1 * the wat vomag a view held, aad frequently articulated, by 
women all over the world. That men arc babict or talk boy* a why a 
bode can fool her unlar, however much older than her he auy be; aad 
why a wile can ruk her hutbaad to readily. Being a baby ia the hand* 
of hit bride or wile, the tun nr or hutband a rare who dacover* the true 
nature of the courtvhip <>r marital encounter before it it all too late for 
him. he often doc* not do to till he a thoved into hit grave, kaviag 
whatever he hat accumulated through a lifetime of tad and nth. to hit 
widow to make merry with 

It a ako *axJ that when ha penn daad* up a man * brain take* 
French kavc. Which a why a woman who want* to ruk a man fird gets 
hit pent* to dand up aad talule her 

Haw did female power acquire these five pillar* from whose top* * 
dominate* men? The womb i* cvoiut wn't pneekvt gift to woman, man * 


psychological immaturity aad hu dcr angwg pern* arc cvohuion'i vpe 
caal han d i c aps on nan A» i ( these natural advantage* were not ureal 
enough, women have artlulK annexed ike kitchen and the cradle, and 
turned then into control centre* from which lo manipulate men 

Of these live pdlarv Ike womb a by iar t be moat import ant Became 
at an of exceptional importance ta reproduction, became woman hat a 
monopoly of a. and became a 4 man'i irrcprcxuWe craving to asc «. the 

( womb kaa become woman * supreme headquarter* (or manipulating 
men ll ia female power* ultimate bmc 
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2. Womb, Kitchen and Cradle: Control Centres 
of Female power 




Everyday el a min t Me, he it (Object lo the dictate* at wont*, kitchen 
aad cradle The Tint *et to rale hint belongs to hk not her. the second 
belongs to hk wile The first rule* hnn in h* vulnerable mfaocy, the 
tccowd m Iw antwnou* adulthood Hk bnde exphMU ha nostalgia (or 

it is that mother, bride aad wife control a man everyday of hk life by 
playing on hk changing need* for womb, kitchen and cracSc 

The power of the womb k great. It hold* the might icat of nca in 
tkraB. Be be a Caeaar or a Croon*, a Ranoc* or a ( ienghu Khan, a 
womb will bring bun lo hu kneo when he icek* accea* lo h. Conaider 
any man and any woman when they ict out to reproduce tbemschc*. 
She need* hi* (perm, he need* her egg. without the one, the other cannot 
procreate At the level of their complementary biological donation* lo 
the child, neither has the whiphand over the other. A fair and ua- 
cocrccd collaboration h puaubic 

Enter the womb - that factory where egg and sperm, having com- 
bined. grow tall the feat its * ready lo be bans. Ala*, far the man, that 
mdnpenaablc factory belongs to the woman aad the woman alone. 
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Wowa'i monopoly of Ike womb loads ike mating encounter a kcr 
favour ll reduces Ike maa lo a supplicant Since be is driven to survive 
through kts program, he will pay any price lo be allowed ike me of a 
womb He has little recourse Should he seue her factory against her 
will, by subterfuge or by force, ike can thwart turn by aborting the feat m. 
or by smothering ike child at bulk. It is therefore in kts interest lo yield 
to her terms, whatever they may be. If he mint, be will conquer the 
whole world and lay it at a woman s fees n order lo be allowed to ase 
her womb Confronted with her monopoly oner the womb, the man a 
obliged to be her slave if that is the pnee she demands, and she does. 

A woman knows that she km (he aouopofisl's whiphaad over her 
suitor, and she knows how to crack ike whip and bow ka head. Con- 
template this rebuke, from an Igbo maiden's «nt addressed to a suitor: 
“Have you come, empty-handed, lo marry me'*" Also consider the seam 
in this rejection of her poor suitor by a Bashi girl from Zaire: 

'You want lo many me. but what can you give me? A mcc field?* 

*Noy I have only a house 

*Whal? You have nothing but a house** How would we bve? Goto 
Bukavu; there you can earn plenty of money. You can buy food 
and other things * 


No, I won’t go. I don't know the people there. I have always lived 
here, and I know the people and want lo stay here. 

’You are a stupid man. You want to marry me but you have nothing. 
If you don't go lo Bsdavu and earn money lo buy me things then 
I won't marry you.' 

la anticipation of the bride’s demands, and of her monopolist ’s veto 
powers, a man is trained to veek adventure and win the world; by laying 
the booty at her feet, he can avoid her withering scorn and rejection. 
Of course, man's situation is not as terrible ns that of the male mantis 
which is obliged to surrender his life when he mates but it tv rinse 
enough man is obliged to surrende r his fiberty and his earnings when 
he males 

From pubertv onwards, when pr ocrratrvr hormones take poMessuMi 
of him. the quest for a fr uitful womb dominates the male s behaviour 
Its consequences have been known to alter the settled course of history 
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la the cue o I England t Henry VIII. hit quest for a womb that would 
yield fan a male hen caused him lo lock annulment of h» futt marriage 
to he could marry tome other unman. * hen the Pope denied him hit 
with, Henry VIII broke with (he Church of Rone, tet up (he Church of 
England wuh himtclf aa a* head, and got hu deurc. When hu iccood 
wife. Anne Bolcyn. proved unable lo bear him a amlc heir, he chopped 
off her head, and married hit third wife. 

So tnicnvc u (he male craving for a fnutful womb (hat. after a man 
hat found one, he feck obliged to iccure a against all other uaerv Thu 
hat ted aaaay a husband to kill a 'cheating' wife, or lo kill her lover, and 
gel tumid! hanged for tut (rouble. The Troyan war it perhapa the anal 
aotanoua example of what men will do to mamtain exclusive rights ia a 
womb. Mcaclauv king of Sparta, made war on Faria, a prince of Troy, 
for carrying off Helen. Mcnclaut t wife. By the time he go! her bach, 
Troy had been rated lo (he pound, and the flower of (he maahood of 
(he Eaatera Mcdacrraocan landt had perished. 

Yea mdecd! A woman with a fruitful womb w moat prcaoua lo a 
man; contrariwise, a woman wuhoul a fnutfal womb h of team value lo 
a procreative man, and hoidi link power over him. 

O womb, your power it great! Yoa art (he biological foundat io n, 
(he tape out of female power. Aa (he goal act into which a man mutl 
thorn if he a to procreate, you arc that pan of a woman for which he 
will pay aim.nl any price. And became you arc pncdcaa lo him, you 
hold untold power over him. hkc a fabulous gold team which mica a 
prospector t We 

The power of the kitchen* alto great, far it is the power over hunger. 
Hunger can break the hardeal anO, can reduce the hcadatroag man to 
whimpering obedience , can tent ter a mighty army without watting even 
a bullet. Military com m and e rs use hunger agauul besieged odea, 
torturers uac it; wives use a. Since the power of hunger ia terrible, 
whatever bolds power over hunger it peal indeed. And the kitchen 
holds power over hunger It holds the power to sate at well at the power 
lo starve, aad t melds that power every day. As a Yamba saying hat 
it "I ate yesterday does not mtcrctl hunger*, or aa the ancient Egvo 
tuns said ‘Yesterday's drunkenness does not quench today's (hint.* 

The kuchca ts the daily opera! tons centre of fcaiak power. By 
feedmg him hu choice me ale, or by act serving him any meal at all. the 
woman who » the co mm a n dan t of hit kitchen can manipulate any man. 
Woe onto him who depends entirely on hit wife lor kia meals, a galley 
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slave's fcfe would V paradise m hk s«ht \houM he offend her. or 
should be not h«Hc he enough to her «Mm, he wiM feel the rats of 
hunger (new through hk empty Unourk, and should he complam about 
whatever scraps and bones the eventually sets before him. be shall find 
himself eating a dessert of heart-wounding words. O ha chew, your 
power k great; and woman, who rules the kitchen, k therefore powerful 
indeed. 

The powe r of the cradle k aho great; for the way the twig k bent, 
that way the tree win grow The cradle k the boatcamp where every raw 
recruit k trained for induction into the human conuiiimty, where basic 
habits are ingrained Habits arc more powerful than maun an ih; for 
commands can only wort where there already ia a habit of o bed ien c e : 
the power of the cradle's co mm a n dant can, therefore, never be overes- 
timated 

Mothers use their cradlepower in the strategic ml crest of female 
power, la the nursery, they channel hoys towards certain kinds of 
behaviour, and guide them away from others. The boy-child a taught 
to disdain cooking, child canng and bouse keeping; but the pri-chtld k 
encouraged to learn them. A boy showing teen interest w such skils k 
branded a -sissy-, or mocked as unmanly or effeminate TV boy-child 
k also taught to revere and obey mother, and to hunger for her smile 
and approval These lessons mart him for life Ho disdain for child 
rearing stills wiO ensure that, when V grows up. V will abandon tV 
nursery tohk wife, so she can dominate it and shape tV nett generation 
to suit wom e n’s ml crest His disdain for cooking wsR put hts stomach 
into tV hands of whatever woman cooks for him in adult hfe Hk 
reverence for hk anther, and hk habit of obeying her, prepare him to 
revere and obey any woman, such as hk future wife, whom V makes 
into hk mntVr surrogate 

O cradle, you power k great* By coodhioniag ■ hoy chjfcfi ego, yon 
lay I V foundations upon which female power will build its structures 
over him 

TV womb's basic p o w er , tV cradle's strategic power, tV kitchen's 
tactical power, to bold any one of these k to have great pow er; to hold 
all three kindred to have overwhelming power Somehow, women hold 
all three. God or evolution (take your choice of explanation) gave tV 
womb to woman But. ns feminists quite rightly point oat. there k no 
reason, intrinsic to child rearing or to cooking, why tV cradle or (V 
kitchen should V under woman's control One mast therefore marvel 
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si how woman took control of them la quiet K aaaenag the craiflc. and 
in sc mag control of the kachca during (be original drviakm of labour 
berate* Ike gender* (aka* ike Fall of Mao i* ibe Garden of Edca!), 
woman pulled off ike asnsl consequential coup ia human history Tkai 
coup guaranteed ikat, however aughty a man auy become, be wil 
submit to be rated by woman Wah these three pillar* of power m her 
domain, a man aad al k» pmsesaion*. tangible aad uiianphic, are 
woaua't to dupoac of. 

la ike ligbi of the above, we must aak: If aci are to powerful bow 
come they allow women to keep control of the kachca aad ike cradfe? 
Could « simply be that men are aot aa clever aa women, aad to have 
failed to realt/a that whoever ruin Ibe womb aad the kitchen aad the 
cradle rules the world? Could a be that, even if men should uadcritand 
the utuatiau. they would not dare to overthrow female power? Could 
a be that the oour age aad dull needed to overthrow female power would 
be greater than that which weal to Brake all the political revolution* ia 
al of history? Could a be that, compared to a revolution against female 
power, the Amcncaa, French. Russia*. Chiarir aad other revolutions 
would look like child' i play? 

Even if men found the eakghteameat aad Ike courage to challenge 
female power, a* dnmmio* over them would uot be eaaily ended 
Woman * coalroi of the womb a unavailable, aad wig remain 10 until 
ruck a tune aa doatag make* the womb unnecessary for procreation. 
So, 4 research into cloning ia blocked, yoa can peu ia whose interest 
ilia done. 

Any movement to deprive women of their control of the kachca can 
crpect to be resisted, wah all the method*, deviou* aad diroct. at the 
disposal of wumcn If ia doubt about that, coniader the following 
comment by a Nigerian woman columnist. Biuuni Fadaae, after the had 
enjoyed a man's cooking 

Aa I licked the last drop (of gravy) off my fmgerv I became 
a bit uncomfortable What right do men have to mfnage cm 
terra one* mod wives have held cmag husbands wah? ... So 
there you arc girls' When ncu you arc m the kachca aad 
hubby want* to know what and what you’re putting ia the stew 
pot, shut the bd firmly oa the pot. Better still, wake upia the 
middle of the aighl to do your cooking* 
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r, mo y movcaKal to hand the cradle over to men will 
be ranted wuh everythin* women luve got. Note that cvca the most 
— r—roffrmiaiitsdoact gosofar astoadwocatclhatmoamaibnadoa 
control at the cradle. 4 they did, other wmmea would lynch (hem. They 
aay must that the maa aunt but they would acvcf abandon the cradle 
to horn altogether. haiiti buy demand creche* ia workplace*, but 
the creche* arc Uill to be run by wane* - a* « the bhbwtzia of Israel 
The cradle business may be reorganized to accomodate woeaea't aew 
ambit too*, but the reurgamzalion will oaly be perautted to shift cooirol 

Why, de*pac all this, a there the illusion that a power a* durable aad 
nbuputoua a* female power hardly carts? Why a there the ilhi*too that 


female power, by a n 
caDy. by the very ubtquUy aad assured supertonty of fca|k power. 
Whereas male power a hard, aggre ssive aad boastful female power 



They don't use brute urci^lh. but rely uutead oo 
technique , which it what learning to cast properly it 
al about. 

- Andrew Murray, nycastiagiastructor. 

Aad as wUh angling (or fish, so with angling for men. 

Of women rugby players. U has also been said: 

Women tend to emphasize skill rather than aggres 
(ton, which makes for a better game." 

- Kruh Evans, coach of a women's rugby team. 

And as wuh rugby, to wuh other gaates ol out maneuvering aggre 
brutes 
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Mothe rpo*er: la the Nest of HI* Father's Matriarch 


3. The Commandant of the Cradle 



Mothcrpower it the least baleful form of female power over maa. Of 
course. a badly behaved boy may be dbciphaed by brag smacked, 
threatened or berated, or by having hi* dmacr withheld Bui, all in all. 
the exrrdae of kuchca aad cradlcpower over the boy-child a mild aad 
ben ig n Because of the sexual incapacity of the baby boy, aad because 
of the incest taboo when the boy reaches puberty, has mother's 
wumbpower ia rarely unleashed oa him 

Mothcrpower over a boy ia anchored oa ha aswe for the a^slerioui 
ability of the person who gave birth to hoa; oa ha gratitude to the aurse 
aho cares for him. who protects turn ia aa unfamiliar and often frighten- 
ing world; aad on ha reaped for his first teacher It a eaerdaad through 
the subtle manipulation of ha hunger for mother s warmth, approval 
and praiae, and through the sometimes unconcealed manipulation of 
his gratitude Amor* the lgbo, m elsewhere, 

The final appeal a mother would make to aa undutiful aad 
rebellious child would be: ‘Whatever you may become aad 
whe r ev er you may go, I bore you, for tune months, in this my 
womb, aad fed you. till you were weaned, with these my 
breasts.’ That persoo must be aa exceptionally ummagma- 
live aad remorseless child who would not respond with filial 
repentance aad obedience to this irresistible pull at the 


human heart 'Strings. 
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■ of guilt feeling* It only ooc of motherpower’i 
amthoda (or ruling its offspring According to Helene Dcutack 


Manv mothers m their attempt* to tie their children to tbem- 



The technique* of aotherpomer are perhaps beat revealed m those 
battles where adult dauchters fight for independence from their 
aKtfben. la tome cases, we may be privileged to watch two adepts at 
female power analyse their game, even as they are deep ta it. la ooc 
such battle, the daughter halt the main techniques by which her mother 
had controlled her up until her revolt at ape 34! Chief among them were: 


1) making 'suppomdly casual comments’ which cast shirs on the 
daughter's fneadt and husband; 

2) making the daughter ’feel pressured, aervoua and mcapabfe of 
ever pleasing you’; 

3) making the daughter fed esduded from a family ’dub which I 
don't belong tq, don't want to belong to. but fed that I should bdoog 
to. Alto a dob that I pretend, in your presence, to bdoog to. and this 
pretense aiakcs me fed nervous’, 

41 making the daughter ’fed gmky as heT if she did something 
‘knowing as I was domg rt that I urn duplcasmg you, ’upsetting’ you’; 

5) making the daughter fed so an rout to pfeaac you” ; 

6) manipulating the daughter't’bffle -pH fear of Something Terrible 
Happening And It All Being My Fault’; her fear of ben* wrong and 
being proved wrong ’And when yon get into your ‘bad moods' (which, 
from my point of view, arc unpredictable), this fear runs rampant’, 

7) trying *to pud a guilt trip on me by saying 1'm‘discarding' you’, or 
by ’repeating bow 'hurt' my letter nude yoo‘; 

8) using ’the maneuver of calling me ‘unliberaled’. or anything 
equivalent’; 
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parent w cr yn ki t* of m«r “ 1 win ym to know how nwh you've 
uptd ok'. ‘I could l ell you a lew thin#' Nil I wo«V; After ad I've 
doae lor you . . If you could remember tome of ike thing* you did 
taken you were In lie . . 'I toe you've given up all your (meaning ’our*) 
principle I ace that huabnnd of yourt u ponoou* your mind . But. 
m apne of it all, I want you lo know that you're very important to ua, (bat 
tac tfdl love yon’."* 

Note bow Ibeae lecbmquea deftly play on the daughter \ lean, guilt, 
ignorance, remonc, ibamr, tenac of meptnude, rebel at being forgiven, 
etc 

Backed into a corner by tbia exposure of her ladica, the mother 
counte r ed 


I don't know «kh to any. If I quctlioa tome of your Uate- 
aacntt, it nugbl tound aa if I were chaBeagmg you Iflaakfor 
clarification, n would tound at if I were fell ing Staged down 
an petty detail*. If I talk abonl feeling, it might teem that I'm 
bun If I deny what you ntenbed to me. it putt you ou a guth 
tnp. If I (land on my prmcapka or quale from my berawet 
or beroev * nugbl tound pumpout or tctf -ngbleom. None 
tbdcaa, I do have to my a fcw (hmgv I wna'i bun (although 
I may have taid that to you) r 

Having here practically admnted that her cLum of be mg bun' waa a 

mac, the pei on. 


My i m med ia t e feeling war humiliation, a powerful wave of 
humiliation that abaual knocked me over A few dayv later, 
thn changed to anger But ail the tune, I waa thinking I read 
your letter, tent cnee by tcntcacc. and made copioua com 
menu m the margins I racked my lorny memory to recall 
tome of the thmp you wrote abuut Owe butcr day, 1 Intencd 
to a Mourt quintet Tear* dropped into my Up. one after 
another, and I wrote a note lo you and pul it in my will. Well 
time patted. I crated the comment* aad lore up the note. 
We talked a hi lie and taw each other I know that I love and 
cart for you. perhapt at Johann vayt at the end of Scmrtfrvm 
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m Mmrruntr. * - m my inadequate way’, ami I think hm love 
ami care lor aw, too So what more is there to say? 3 * 

la parading her humiliation. anger, bitterness and tnarv as well aa 
her love and care”; and m hinting at her power to amend her will the 
axe her inadvertently authenticated her daughter's hit of her weapons 
of control. 

Many a son it only vaguely aware of being ruled, through each 
precise techniques, by his mummy dearest. A vague awareness makes 
it unlikely that he will ever stand up to hn mother; and even if. by some 
miracle, he did. he it not likely to battle effectively *aimi a power he 
hardly understands. With a daughter, matters arc different As her 
mother’s apprentice, a daughter learns the game, is privy to its techni- 
ques. and could effectively counter her mother’s moves if she got up the 
courage The result of such knowledge n that the average daughter can. 
at some posnl. shake off her mother s authority, whereas the ignorant 
son cannot Her hold over him usually Lasts till has death; even if the 
dies before him. her hold tt maintained through his ingrained desire to 
please her memory. 

The classic c sample of the man who a ruled all ha life by his mother 
a the great macho dictator presented in so many Latin American novels, 
most notably m Gabriel Garcia Marquez’s TV Autumn of iV Patnan H 
Thougha bloodthirsty and rut hies* diet at or; though a generalissimo and 
the everlasting patriarch of lus nation, he always (eh far his mother the 
obedient, bnbywh MU V learned to lecl lor her when V fed at her 
breast 

But what is motberpnwer used for* The primary objective* of 
motherpnwer arc to prepare boys so they can be ruled by their future 
wive*, and to train girh to rule their future husbands To thn end, the 
main tasks of motherpower are these; 

1) to lay the appropriate personality foundations in the childrrn: 
narcissism ut girls, and heroism in boys 

2) lo secure kitchen power and i ’adtc power for girls, and 

.1) to nullify wsunbpower by teaching venial restraint to girls, 
through cocks uf modesty, while unde r mining sexual self com r >1 in boys 
by addicting them to the female body. 





Consider a beautiful fir I and a ttrong boy When they arc wcctu - 
fatly reared by motherpower. they mature into their reaped** gender 
•dc«k: the dotty btrd and the macho To bring thn about, the girl k 
taught self worship or narcissism. the boy hcromm or self sacrifice. Her 
narrusmn induces aa abwhrlc sc U cent re discs* which smothers thuac 
aclT sacrificing un puhes which ate faalcredaa the boy by— lecudeaof 
honour, gallant r> and herocun When they groat up. the doOy bud will 
worship herself. but the ma cho will worship wooua and serve her, even 
to the point of sacrificing hit life to preserve herv 

The future dully bird a trained m nar uutun on the prindpk that a 
•oman now »"ivhip hcrwil .1 du iv l. . W|| awrvhip. *r»J so cIkiI 
service from men Narcissism k taught her by everythin around her. 
The general admiration the recent* it explained to her. ia the American 
caae, by the children'! verse which tayv 


Are what Utile girk arc made of. 

For good measure, the aene conclude* with a thorough devaluation of 

boyt: 

Snakes and snails and p u ppy dog talk 
That's what Utile boy» are made of 

This doctrinciar c m l or c cd by the tort of admoruttomagiriia usually 
given that -boy* want only one thing" - the jewel boa between her 
thighs - "and mcc gvk don't gne it to them**. 29 that her wguuly is 
prcciout, that to Inr it before marriage k to dishonour the family; that 
* must be protected by aM. and defended, even to their death, by her 
male relative*. The general message - that she * precious beyond 
measure - k driven home by the behaviour of mothers sad fathers who 
mount guard over their daughter, jealously protecting their property's 
value Now. whose sense of her worth would not be inflated by such 
fussmg? Whose sense of self preservation would not be made absolute 
by such protect rve ness ■* 

A beautiful girl so brought up (and all the others who take her as the 
model of womanhood) inevitably gets the notion that she must be worth 
all the gold in the world and more; that she k god's gift to all male 
humanity By the time puberty arrives to trigger her nest making drives, 
she has already acquired that narcissism which will guide her conduct 
as maiden, wife, mother, widow and dowager. 
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The Micwml personality t» what make* a wumaa take if asa matter 
of course that a man should offer good* and services to J»cr far her 
contribution to their jowl sexual pleasure He gives her pleasure, the 
give* him pleasure, hut he pays; to her. that is fair? The narcissist 
personality it what makes a pcaaaat girl of 15 take it as quite natural that 
a general or tycoon three tunes her age should lay all hn hard-won 
power and riches at her feet when he courts her. It docs not occur to 
her to ask if she n monk such tribute: she knows, m her wombsnrc 
narcissism. that she is worth much more, that she holds the most 
precious thug in her smtor's world, and should be paid for it with aO 
that he has m the world. This aarcnsisl personality enables a divorced 
woman to have no doubt that it is fair far her to collect alimony for 
services the no laager* renders to her ex-hashand 

Whereas the mother equips (he future doBy bird with a nardsosl 
personality, she equips the future macho with a heroic personality. The 
hero is a servant who performs cu rsor di n ary duties for family, com- 
munity or humanity: as warrior or protector, as organizer of wealth, or 
as bnager of vual knowledge He is, at heart, a sentimental fool who 
lakes great risks, carries out great labours, all in exchange for such 
vanities at medals, ribbons, statues, and being mentioned in talk and 


In the course of his training, the future macho in taught to regard 
women a* the weaker sex, to adore daOy birds, and to consider it heroic 
to provide for and prated his womenfolk He u xho taught that being 
given a beautiful woman to hus b and is the mast precious reward for 
heroism. If he is a Fulam or Maasai herdsman m Africa, he learns that 
lesson from the flogga* contests whose victors arc rewarded with 
admiration and love by bcantifui maidens. If he wsU %ht and be 
wounded to earn a wreath, if he will fight and <hc lor posthumous praise; 
how much more will the macho sacrifice to cam a beautiful bride? H is 
m this way that he acqmrcs that heroic personality which seeks wealth, 
honour, power and fame with which to pay for the love of a woman 
This woman-fixated personality makes a macho consider it right and 
proper for him to ghc a woman sexual pleasure and pay her too. It 
prevents a love smitten general or tycoon from entertaining the thought 
that the strumpet he n wooing might not be worth one millionth of what 
he is deliriously offering her for the right to help her put her womb to 
work 
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These two type* of personality (kefoe macho and n a rra s is t dolly 
bud) arc complementary in ten** female power. Narcissism imbue* 
the dotty hud mill a kuc of her natural right to he worshipped ami 
served by men, heroism imbue* the macho with a lease of ha natural 
duly to icrvc women She displays the self confidence and self centred 
acaa appropriate to aa absolute ruler, he the tclf di/Tidcace and self 
tacnficc of a loyal serf Whea a boy 10 trained and a gtrl to trained do 
encounter, isn't a obvious who shall rule who? 

The tune- hallowed ch a nne ll in g of girh to home-making aamtie*. 
and of hoy* toward adventure outude the home, ia a method whereby 
the mother, aa commandant of the cradle, tpcurcs kit then and cradle 
power for her girl*. 

It ia kachenpower that mother* tet out to secure for women whea 
they hnag up prb to cook, but boy* to dwdam cooking. Aa a rrutk. 
when a buy grow* into a macho, he will diun the kitchen, and depend 
upon hn wife to cook for him And hw wile dull then control hia 
tlimuch If a nun should, neve M he leu. learn to cook, and ahould 
dispense with the kitchen icrvicca of haa wife, even ha own mother 
would be unhappy Consider the Kory of a Nigerian man who could nut 
even bod aa egg at the tune ha wdc walked out on turn. Som e time later, 
he mvued friend* to ha home iar lunch Accor dag to ouc of ha wom e n 
guests, the man aurpnacd everybody fart of the pnai-prandul comer - 
utioa weal hkc Hus 

‘Nice meal'. I ciunpiuncatcd him afterward*. Hi* mum snorted with 
disapproval 'Didn't you enjoy the meal?' I asked her 

'Do you think that any woman in her right mud would enjoy 
bragging about her ton’* cooking when he should have a wife in 
the home? The sooner he get* married agam. the happier ID 
be.' she said sadly . 10 

Thu*, aa a custodian of female power, the man *, own mother would not 
be happy at ha indep e ndence, and would want some woman to rule her 
son’s stomach' 

Likewise, mothers secure cradle power for their daughters by chan- 
nelling boys toward adventure and away from childcare duties Later 
in life, should a husband try to be more than an occasional cradle 
assistant to Ids wife, he would be mocked and henpecked away Even 
the militant feminist who insists that house work and hnby-mindu* be 
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shared by men, when the herself gets down U> breeds * 
to be bo aorc tku i era 


Far the aisgmficstiou of wsaBbpamer. moikcn primarily rely as 
female sexual restraint m taught through codes of modesty Code* 
which teadi a gut coyness; witch tram her act to take the mtfiative m 



training is combined with chtondcctomy, an opera! ioa which r 
the actual cant ability of a woman This restraint, regardless of ho m 
achieved, gives a woman an enormoa s advantage in her dealings Nh 
sexually deranged men 

Mot ben magnify the advantage of female restraint by not teaching 
boys to restrain their sexual appetites, and even by teachmg them to 
become hopelessly addicted to the female body Now, weaning k 
meant to break a child's natural attachment to its mother’s milk -bearing 
teats and warm, comforting body. However, many mothers continue to 
cuddle then boy children lung past • 
their beds till they art four years or a 
boys to the female body is dune quae cons ci ously, not only by anthers, 
but also by aunts and older girls gcaeraBy Consider the following 

(Inc evening, in a Oat m London, a Weal Indian woman picked ap a 
15 awnth old boy and Used to teach him to kiss. When she fint based 
him. the boy amde a sour face, aad tned to break free from her embrace. 
The woman, undeterred, kissed him a second lane, and then a third 


more, grinning w«h delight, aad losing his a 
After wslchiag this far a while. I asked the so 


Areal you Hart mg turn abn early?’ 


'Oh no!' she replied. The touocr the better actually. After he gets 
to be thaty. you can't get him this way.’ 
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In a flash I recognized the motive behind >0 that hugging and kissing 
and perns tickling to which small boys are subjected by mothers, aunties, 
and the admiring women friends of their parent! 

A child introduced to carnal picas urea by womens expert hands will 
be wilkng, even eager, in adult hie. to do anything required of him a 
order to get what, lor him. would have become the greatest reward on 
earth. The subcons ci ous memory of that addictive pleasure wil drive 
hm behaviour long after he attains puberty. 

Addiction to the female body weakens a man's powers at sexual 
a h aiin cnc c. it puts him into the power of whoever can satisfy his cravings. 
Just ns a heroin nddict is in the power of his supplier, and will rob or kill 
to Tusd money to enrich his suppher, so too wifl the man addic te d to the 
fem al e body do whatever he finds necessary to get hts fn. 

Given how great is the male hiolopcal drive to secure a womb, one 
might wonder why women bother to reinforce it with an acuicatcd 
addict* >o to the female body. We ought, perhaps, to ponder the pos- 
sibility that without this extra addiction, the mak might be far tea 
sexually desperate As any negotiator will tefl you, the more desperate 
your opponent u lor what yon have, the more unfavour shk the terms 
you could get him to accept Or. as one woman friend told me: “Whea 
g comes to sex, the one who wants it less holds the power " Thus, an 
adtketion which makes a man more desperate for sex increases womaa's 

is by such habits (restraint a the gnf; addiction in the boy) which 
arc learned a the cradk, that wombpower. great as M is, u culturally 
magnified 

Laying the foundations for heroic personality in boys, and for nar- 
cissist personality in girls; training children in rok models which secure 
kitchen and cradk power for girls; and teaching children habits which 
magnify wombpower - these arc the basic tasks which arc accomplished 
by and for female pow er by a boy's mummy dearest. A mother who has 
railed a macho - a hcroc son. strong m physique or intellect, inept m 
the knehen and cradk. and dudamful of wurku* m them, a mother who 
hat also rained a dotty bud - a narcissist beauty of a daughter who caa 
restrain her own s exu al appetite whde cnyfy whetting desire in men. 
who shuns adventure but u expen in the kitchen and the cradk; a 
mother who has raised such offspring and sent them forth into the world 
for the great mating batik between the sexes - the dotty hud all pruned 
to win. and the macho all pruned to lose; that is a mother who has 
contributed her expected quota to the continuation of female power 
Great is her joy. and great too is her honour among women 
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Bridepower la (he Cockpit of Ccmruhip 


4. The Powers of Her Body-beautiful 


- o«u nfMia c— rwm^i 


irtoMrlaatiiiNHM 


Fran p«il 


hr or thoroughly than the ug ht of the female body beautiful It loggers 

• craving which overwhelms the male's tclf protective instincts. MuluU 
provoked, he mil gladly crank tkrougk a wafl of fire, and through 
thundering ocean wave* *, to throw himself. panting and out of breath, 
into the provocative woman * arms Male susceptibility to female 
beauty gives women a great leverage m their dcaluqp with men. thn 
leverage u further mcrcaaed by womcn’i artifice Their determination 
to nuke the female body even m 


erotic provocatneneaa; iu function, during courtship, is to arouse a 
man’s aesthetic appetites, and thereby lure hunmloa trap a woman has 
set to catch a nest slave. The emeu of her own body, as enhanced by 
glamour’s tricks, in a woman's frontline weapon in the battle catted 
courtship 

Female codes of atturmg self present at do vary with fashion and 
w«h culture, but their nun it the same - to provoke desire m men and 
tare them into woman's trap*. A woman who packages herself for that 
purpose, and does so effectively, n said to dress to kill. A woman 
dressed to kill * not dressed to kill deer, or trees, or pecans, or other 
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She u 


dressed for the man hunt: dressed to lure tome fool man dote enough 
to plunge her love harpoon into ha heart, and having unktea turn, to 
drag him off to her victory parade, and thereafter to her aest 

Conaidrr a Wetlem woman who walks down the struct ia a painted 
face and miniskirt. with her bra-lets t*i lotting about under a tee- 
through blouse Contrary to the general belief, she ia not walking 
innocent l> along her way. She is actually a trouble maker, a walking 
provocation dehberatelv assaulting the eqaanmuty of men. a haatress 
ia battle gear tet to disturb the peace of the auk world, la a jaat world, 
the would be arrested for ( under >dretuag to kill. To appreciate that is 
to undent and the foUy of men's normal attitude to women's preoccupa- 
tion with body presentation 

When women discuts their looks, clothes, nail polish, make up 
accessories, and things like that, men lead to dende it all: men regard 
it as cvidcac* of womens vanity and frivolity When men tec a woman 
fussing about her looks - bringing out her make up kit ia a crowed bus, 
plucking her eyebrows tn a restaurant, touching up the slightest run m 
her paintwork, or retouching the smudge ia her hpglaaa; when a woman 
spends half a day ptckiag out clothes that will have her calculated effect 
on onlookers, when she puts ou stiletto shoes that threaten to dis l oc at e 
her ankle, jmt became, she sayv they make her legs look aster, men arc 
usually amused, and shake their heads at female vanity. But such 
altitudes show put how stupid men really arc - far, it is neither vanity 
nor fnvofity which drives women to such a dedusted pursuit of glamour 

Glamour - the artificial beautification of the body for arctic 
provocative ness - is serious busmen When women discuss their 
appearance, they arc talking shop, daacusamg the tricks of their most 
important trade The aim of glamour, bkc all magic and enchantment, 
u to confuse the senses of the onlookers, to dull their reason, to induce 
in them beliefs which the sober mind would dismiss When a woman 
arms herself wkh glamour, and goes looking for her Prince Charming 
in the swamp of frogs, her objective is to bewitch him out of his senses, 
so he can bhaifully make with her a bargain moat unfair to himself, to 
wit. a marriage contract. 

A woman's glamour accessories arc some of her most important 
poaaessions. That handbag wish Ss mirrors, paintbrushes, paints, oint- 
ments, decorator pcacik and ail - it ia her magician's tool ban. Have 
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you winnlc red why n a about I he Iasi thing the wiU part with. even when 
the has to rush from a bu/ma| room? U * to her what ha stethoscope 
u to the doctor, or ha briefcase a to the executive, or hit tool kit a to 
the mechanic In g arc the essential implements of her economic activity 
- namely. self -beaut rficatiua (or the purpose of luring acn to serve her 
Sol when sen you act ice. a I the end of lunch, a woman rushing off to 
the powder roam, when she returns transformed, with every hair m 
place, with every patch of colour the correct hue; or when she does her 
repair job at the luncheon table, m full view of all. do not sneer. Take 
to heart what Ntorake Skangc said about beauty being a set-up. and 
nuke sure the set-up docs not catch you. 

A woman undergoing gfamourvation n bkc a warrior k * ting himself 
out for buttle In contemporary Western fashion, she will shave her legs 
aad armpits; wear curlers in her wet hair; smear thick paint on her face, 
and let N dry and cake on her skin; stuff her feet mto tight, lugh-heeled 
aad ankle-snapping shoes, diet herself into an enervating twiggy slim- 
ness. aad then set out to seek battle 

After her victim has been hauled home (or rather, after her victim 
has hauled her off to hh home where she shall cal him), many a woman 
lends to abandon her pursuit of glamour When the bunt is over, ouc 
must puck up aad put away one’s hunting gear, until « be co m e t neces- 
sary to bum again Such a woman ignores her looks, becomes unkempt, 
gets splendidly (at. turns ducourtcous. till her bewildered husband 
wonders if there is any Irving connection be t we en the demure beauty he 
wedded and this raggedy harridan he must bear as the cross of lus hie. 

(>ncc upon a time, ta London, I heard a British woman talk of having 
to fetch her flashy dresses out of mothball When I asked her why. she 
said that she had to start looking for a new maa! The one she once 
snared usiag those same clothes had recently gotten away. Her tone 
was qmte businesslike. It was that of a man saying: “ It's time to bring 
out my hurts and rods and go down to the stream It's fishing season 

Of course, woman t propensity to gUmourualion exploits bub's 
weakness for the female body-beautiful: if men were not simple -minded 
dapes who arc taken in by dabs of paint and whiffs of perfume, I wonder 
whether women would so dedicate themselves to glamour I once 
teased a Nigerian woman about womca's preoccupation with the* 
looks I suggested that awn were far more interested in womca's more 
sobd qualities, aad that women might do better by cuhrvat mg thorn She 


replied “It's all well aad good to cukivalc ail those solid qualities. but 
you firu have to attract him, deal you? If you don't, bow a he ever 
going to find out thoac other qaabUcs?" 

Once we remind ourselves that a womaas principal o ccu pation is 
the winning and holding at at least ooc male slave; and that her looks 
are among her primary assets for this business, we must rcaiuc that 
man's condescending altitude to her obsession with her looks n obtuse 
Not just obtuse; 1st sign of men's own folly. Would we look down on 
a hunter who spends tune cleaning sad odu* ha gun, or on s fisherman 
who lavishes care on ho fnhmg traps, or on any man who is carcinly 
lending the look of his particular unde? Whai would we ihmk at a 
nuqpctaa who neglected his appearance, or who to practice the 
bltic tricks he must use to m a n i p ulate his audience's attention 1 A 
soldier who regards his opponent 's weapons with coolcmpt, or who fads 
to recognize enemy weapons for what they arc, risks Ins own defeat. 

Men. dearly, do need protection, both from their own slupuhty aad 
from their susceptibility to female beauty Indeed, one of the best laws 
ever passed by men. one at the few which nude legislators have passed 
m the male interest, wm an Act of the British Parliament of 1770 It 
said: 


AD women, of whatever aft, rank, profession or degree who 
shall after this Act. impose upon, seduce, and betray into 
marriage any of His Majesty's subjects by virtue at scents, 
paints, cosmetic washes, artificial teeth or false hair, van 
stays, bolstered tups, or high hcclcd shoes, shall incur the 
penalty of the law sow m force against witchcraft and hkc 
misdemeanours, and marriage under such circumstances, 
upon £onvictiun of the offending parties, shall be null aad 


Predictably, like most sensible laws m the male interest, it is not known 
to have been ever enforced. It was probably a dead letter before it 
arrived on the statute books. Had tf been enforceable, the cosmetics 
giants of the world would aever have buth a thriving industry Nor would 
the advertising industry daily use the glamorous female body to raid the 
pockets of men oo behalf of vendors of all manner of foods aad services 
Among feminists, there arc puritan prudes who. in crying down 
“pornography", object to advertisers' use of the female body-beautiful 
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Il is doubtful that image* of 
It ia probably only the plain 


selves wuh the beautiful images over which men drool and low their 
self-control The truth or falsity of that jealous complaint ia for women 
to sort out among ihemseKcs; however. it should be noted that if public 
displays of images of the female body-beautiful do 'demean women’', 
then every woman who d i sp lays her owe body -beautiful in public p la ces 
( it reels, parties, offices, beaches) also "demeans wom e n" If certain 
■mages are to be b a n n e d for "demeaning women", to too must every 
woman's tclfdixpHy of a similarly provocative sort. 

Whatever the fcchngs of puritan prudes, the start reafaty a that the 
female body- beautiful eserascs over men the mighty power of erotic 
matement Advertisers have merely karat from man-hunting women 
to use thw piece of lemak witchcraft to derange and rob mcm. If men 


bodv beautiful They would fallow the example of the Ayatollah's Iran 
and baa from streets, beaches, parties and other public gathering places 
all tfasplays of the female body, especially in cock -teasing outfits and 
provocative positions. They would baa them, not because the displays 
" Jcmcaa women", but because they derange men, bewitch men, and pul 


5. Love: Male and Female 





Male pundit i utualH talk at if lave had the time effects >'« noiaea av 
oo men They teem to overlook the small (act that men and women arc 
not (dent teal but complementary, and that the effect of a ament on the 
opposite pole* of a magnet may ako he opposite With a folly typical 
of thottc who magpie ihcmsclws at the norm, male puadtU retire to 
heed thuac few women who haw loM what tow actually doca to wom< n; 
and they imnl on projecting unto women what * true only of men Ac 

they apply only to men 

For example, according to Ambroac Bierce, low ia “a temporary 
mutiny cur able by mamage-.^for the take of accuracy, he should have 
qualified (hat by the opening phr ate "In men,* Similarly, when Franco 
Bacon remarked: "It it impossible to low and be wiac , he tlunikl 
haw added the opening phrase 'For a man," Ukrwuc, the saying ■ love 
h Mind - thould be taken at shorthand for “a man in low it blind to hit 
hett intercut* None of these remark* applet to women. A woman in 
low it far from insane, the ia anything but unwuc or Wind to her 
intcrcalv On the contrary, her firtl ugh of low iahke a whiff of tmclling 
taka which dean her head, leaving her with four eye* and night vision, 
it instigates her to a ruthless pursuit of what the wants Thai woman ia 
indeed mod rare for whom low ia a bedouder of the cyea or a confute! 
of the head 
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Love acts oa men mi women m oppoaUc »»w To tee I hat. let n 
compare eumplct ■ man is love and « woman in love When be was 
be by mac wnau'i love harpoon, Wilbe Carter Spann, nephew of (be 
tbca US PrciMkat. Junmv Carter, pat (be blowing advert m a 
aewtpapcr 


ToSuvanl.ynn I love you vo much I would crawl thru 9 mile* 
of broken giau aad razor Made* to uuff the track tire* that 
haul your drawer* to tbc laundry I w,.uld Tut fight a gut Owe 


l I love you. marry me Willie Carter 


A fellow * nuad baa lobe unhinged to become ageyver of tech fonkvh 
aeaa! Hopefully, tbc marriage be arm asking lor would cure him of hr* 
madnett 

la coatratt to the muth he adedneit of l be love unittca nun. here ia 
Barbra Strenaaift portrait at a woman in love, la ber lut tong, ‘Woman 
m Love", the declared 

I am a woman ia love 
Aad IH do anything 

To get you mlo ary world t 

Aad bold you withm." 

It that aot a portrait of a dear beaded hontreev rcvolutc and rcaour 
ccful? Waa there ever a dearer declaration of intent to hunt down and 
feller aad catlavc' L it any wonder that aay aun m bn right mind would 
flee from a woman'* love kkc frecdua loving Kuala KuUc from a tlavc 
catcher' 

To compare Wilbe Carter Spann with Barbra Strenaad n to rea&re 
that love ia a dneate of the heart terrible for man* liberty, but an 
eaccNent pep piH for a woman bunting for a tlavc: when love unite* a 
man. * turn* him into a dared prey, when it pouettrt a woman, die 
becomet a dear-eyed, calculating hunt ret* cooK waiting her befuddled 
prey 

Not only doe* love act differently on man and woman, the word itvrtf 
meant quite different thing! to each When a woman letk a man ‘I love 
you", tbc meant “I want you to feed me, home me. dot be me. fuck me. 
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gel me great with child, aad lake me aa your burden until I catch a belter 
slave" This utilitarian new a aptly exprcaacd im a moonlight tong by 
Nycrua mwkat ui which they describe ibeu Invert aa "I be aie with 
which I spht wood". then aa “the tree that bean money", then aa “the 
key with which I luck my door', then at “the girdle with which I girdle 
■plataT. 

In contrast. when a man I elk a woman "I love yon", be meant ‘I am 
eager to be your tlave. and ready to do everything I can to make yon 
satisfied and happy" Which it why. when a woman bean a man aay to 
her ‘I love you", her joy is great, for the undcrtlaada him to mean that 
he bat been knocked out by her chloroform of romance, aad tbe can 
tafely tic bun up with social ropey tether him to her neat with legal 
chaina and, while he h till) sprawled out in love't delirium, begin to make 
a lotiing jackant out of kun 

The Kiawahili poet tare among the few male punditt who kavc gotten 
tbinga right: they specify that it u men who arc made lame and tame by 
love. At one of I heu MHgs put it: "Love makes men lame and tame" 
Commenting on (bat tong. Jan Kaappert writes. 


, la a few bncf wordy the tong paints a vivid picture of what 
happens in the streets of Mombasa in the middle of the night 
Painted girls wander about, looking for their prey Woe unto 
the man who is caught in their tnarea by their enticing looks 
and their luring words. Love covert him like a rath, like 
thivert of fever If he it rich, he will ruin himself to pie ate 
that cheeky little creature, if he it a man of powe r and 
influence, he will humble huntelf for her, there m the open 
street, to win her favours, and receive httlc in return except 
impudent words The men are tike birds caught in a snare, 
struggling in vain to free themselves . 40 

Given that love makes a man lame and tame, it it any wonder that a 
woman firet the harpoon of love at s man when they meet m (he cockpit 
of courtship 1 * 

A visitor from Mart may be struck by the nonsense which a kwe- 
unKten man otlcry and by the cage me vs with which aa otherwise 
sensible woman listens to such nonsense Far instance, he will tell a 
woman that she is the most beautiful woman in the world, aad she will 
give every appearance of believing him All you need do is look at the 
ugly duckling to know that she is no such thing, and that not even in her 
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mmosi VMMV doe* the Mnc the deluded fool. Whv then don 4c 
pretend in lake bn gibberish itnrwK 1 Well, when be tells her. with a 
dime m bia eye* and heat in ha throat. that the is the arm beautiful 
woman mi the world. the automatically translates him to mean that he 
consider* her I hr mal beautiful woman in hit wnHil Thai he hat been 
reduced to saying that shows ber that be a tufficicnth desperate with 
passion to become like putty m her manipulating ftngrrs And that, for 
bet. in Ibe dial aspect of the matter. 

Another nonsense which u often tpoulcd by love-smitten men, aad 
a eagerly awaited by man hunting women, it a declaration of everlasting 
kwe F.*trUuw%g? Now. now. nothing n more abturd than primming to 
fed love for anybody fur ever No woman in her right mind (and bear 
m mind that women arc ipMc down-to-earth) bcBevct that a man could 
feel kwe for her few ever, or even till death putt an end to bit ability to 
feel kwe for anything or anybody Women know the world h full of 
change*, and ibal ihe emotion of lose is one of the moM ephemeral So, 
when a trouble woman craves a declaration of eternal love from a man, 
and goes every iaapression of believing it. what really does she under 
stand by it? 

A woman mentally irantiaiet thtt foolish man-talk into reasonable 
talk, and undent andt it lo mean that, in the overcharged stale of htt 
psyche, the fellow it ready to promise her anything, even things over 
which he couki have no possible wnrml This is what makes the 
statement delirious and curling lo her cars If he can promise an 
eternal feeling of kwe, k roc am he it ready to pledge himself to do 
tcwaething much more wwhrn ha control namely life long voluntary 
territude lo her Now. if she could only gel hun to make I he latter 
declaration mi public, before suitable witnesses, her man hum would be 
successfully concluded For (hen the feflow would be pubbeh bound to 
husband (Le slave for) her for the rest of ha days 

However loolah it may sound, a man's declaration of eternal love 
works on lum like an oath of loyalty, n psychologically binds hun to 
carry out the obligations imputed ua hun by his love few her. After all 
a man is taught to take ka ostia rather seriously, especially vows nude 
lo ha mother or mol her -surrogate. Assuming that ha naming by ha 
mother a effective, he a me likely lo abscond from ha obligations lo 
her tumgalc. not even after the lose he fck at the lime of the declaration 
has king evaporated 


When next we find a «nua extracting kmc -struck aoMcax; from a 
man. me should act consider her absurd No woman believes such 
nonsense liter aUv She known perfectly well that they arc lie* and 
exaggerations, hut they gmc her proof that he n sufficiently out of hn 

bfc-long neat slavery Furthermore. feeling* and oaths aside, we mint 
note that, given what a man means by “I lose you', ha "111 love you for 
ever' means Til slave far you for ever". And that » surely welcome 
music to a slave huntress’ cars. 

A Martian observer might also be ama/ed that men appear Mmd to 
the predatory core of bridal love. As nay clear-headed observer can 
tee. between puberty and menopause, a wsirnan • driven by her nesting 
instinct. For nest making, the needs the services of s hardworking 
provtder and strung protector This bsntogical need gives the nest 
making woman's love for her chosen man Us predatory and exploitative 
core. It it I Ms unmvituqt core that the musk of sentimental kmc is 
designed to conceal. But conceal from whom’’ Certainly not from the 
woman, hut rather from her intended victim who might otherwise flee 
for his dear liberty 

Man. in hit sentimentality, may refuse to acknowledge that the love 
fell for turn by the woman who loves him is. at its core, a slaver's love for 
her slave Those who doubt that should conssdcr a woman’s prove r bial 
reaction to her spurned love, or to a mate who deserts her nest When 
she cries "seduced and abandoned", her rage « that of a honest whose 
intended dinner has run away When she cries that her husband has 
deserted her. her fury is that of a slaveholder whose slave has run away 
If he has run off with another woman, her rage at the other woman is 
that of one slaveholder at another slaveh»4der who has kidnapped her 
properly Were men fully conscious of the predatory nature and ex 
pi - hi aloe purpose of a nesting woman's kmc for her man, they ought he 
found each day praying: Tiod save man from the kmc of woman'" That 
men dome is a measure of how sent unc nt alily thoroughly hcckmdt their 
eyes. 


6. Courtship: The Hunting of the 
Love-smitten Man 


TV court thip scenario b reputedly as follow boy tees girt, fall in love 
with her, courts Vr. wins her. weds Vr, and triumphantly carries Vr 
off to his home to be his housewife (or, in tV eyes of some feminists, 
hb domestic servant, resident sexpot, childbearer, child rearer, etc). 
TV reality is. however, rat Vr more like this girl sees boy and decides 
to make him Vr nest -slave. SV ooatnves to attract his atteotioo and to 
set his heart on Tire with a coy glance, a come - hit Vr smile, a painted 
(ace, an aloof elegance. tV shimmering wriggle of a skirted want, or a 
stylish walk that makes Vr buttocks throb 

When he has been lured to Vr. aad smitten with love far her, tV 
courtship starts in earnest. SV puls him through an obstacle course 
wVrc V must prove to Vr satisfaction that V will be a competent and 
loyal nest-slave If V should pas* Vr eligibility tests for economic 
ability. ncU defence capabdhy, emotional loyally, sexual loyally, etc.; 
and if sV has no better candidate within reach, she accepts his applica 
lion for tVyoh of Vr nest slave SV tVn stages a pubbe display of his 
enslavement to Vr, packs into kb home, turns it into Vr nest, and 
becomes its queen and hh boss In accomplishing all this. tV woman 
n like a judo artist who uses t V aggressiveness of t V man to bring him 
down That is why I V perceptive say that a man always chases a woman 
HU she calc Vs him 

However decorous it may all seem, courtship is not Nns but battle 
battle to break tV free male into a loyal slave Counship b a 
nest-making me whose ground rules arc dictated by t V female interest 
Its length, complexity and general structure arc determined by Vr need 
to hunt a vinlc male, catch him. break his free spirit, and attach hun to 
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herself as provider (or. and protector of her aest If courislup were 
organized in the male interest, g would be a quick game of kidnap, rape 
and escape, but because it it organized in the female interest, it it an 
elaborate game of tlavc -breaking with the woman at bronco-butler. 

To we these matters clearly, we mutt look at courtship in Ms most 
revealing contexts la a society where marriages are arranged, much of 
the eligibly testing it done by parents, or guardians, or other go-bet - 
weens, who base studied the fauuhea and the persons they intend to 
bring together Furthermore, things like emotional loyalty aad 
economic commitment do not have to be established before the wed- 
ding. There a a social structure which will hold the marriage together 
while these arc slowly ctltbhthcd after the wedding, and there are 
mediators to ensure that the expected duties arc, m the meantime, 
earned out. Such suppoqmg structures can (under insight into the core 
of the courtship process. 

la a society where marriages arc not arranged (such as urban, 
middles lam America), it is e asi er to sec the central dynamic of 
courtship. With minimum support (rum social structures, the wumaa 
endeavours, on her own, to find and bunt down the man, break his spirit, 
and tram him (or his nest slave duties before the wedding day Tins is 
why modem American courtship offers what may well be the best 
opportunities for grasping the basics of courtship 

Before the sexual and (cmmasl revolutions of the lWrth and ITOt, 
the lone ranger American huntress was helped by the fact that her 
ml ended victim had been brought up to believe that the uum^tcaMc 
woman should be approached like a goddess perched on a lofty pedest al 
of chattily. She was to be teem, swooned over, worshipped, craved and 
laboriously wooed before she could be touched sexually 

While wooing her, the man submitted to an exhausting, frustrating, 
heart-aching obstacle course He had to pace his effort, and win her 
consent in stages marked by gifts *» many roses for a peck on the cheek; 
so many dates (outings, picnics, dinners and movies) for a first hug; so 
many more for a bp kiss, then a pin to secure for him the privilcgr of 
light petting, then an engagement ring to bar her from being wooed by 
other men; and. at last, a wedding to puMidy confer on hun the privilege 
to make use of her womb 

To make the obstacle course seem worthwhile to the poor man. a 
rainbow of happiness ever after sras painted at the end of it all lie 
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would cater llw paradise n t eternal Mia at I Keif honeymoon. Irom the 
moment he reared the Rill at her priceless vwguiitv He »« made to 
beheve that, a* the wandered through a forest o I marauding pricks, she 
valiantly preferred for him her vaunted virjpnitv the would. on I hew 
wedding night, prctcal it to him at a unique Rift to hit victorioua 
■tafiaca 

The cvnruag of it all a stunning' Imagine a hunt m which the 
hantreta takes on the appearance at the prey, in which the true prey 
enjoys the iDiumm that he it the hunter, in which he it atade to earn 
himv-lf. ahernalclv suffering pup at disappointment and spells at 
exhilaration, while the huntress leadt him. tfep by wily step. into her 
weft-laid trap Andevenafter the has dosed the trap over him. tied him 
up. and led him off to tlave for her. the docs nut neglect to confirm lam 
m hit iHusum that he hat been the hunter Mdl exphihmg hit hunter 
ptychukypr. the layt her tell out on hit wedding bed. and arts Ike prey 
turreodcring her irreplaceable hymen to hit body tpear. After plunging 
n into the prostrate “victim", he glories in hit bloodied tpear, like a 
hunter would after slaving a mightv beast Weft, hat a more exquisite 
game at cunning ever been mvente«T 

The tlrncture and dynamic at court chip n dictated by the fact that 
it it a infection, bar gaining and taming proccta all rolled into one. At a 
tc lection proccta. the cardinal question that mutt be answered to the 
netting woman t satisfaction n ihtt (an this candidate husband my nctl 
the way I want? That u why a court thip it conducted at a job interview 
■n which he mutt dcmontiraie hu Mutability for the job the is offering 

The bargain the wants to strike wuh the iclcctcd candid ale it this: 
he agrees to build, maintain and protect her nest, and to supply * with 
victuals, the, in return, perm** him to contribute hu sperm to the 
making u I babies « her wumb. Once it is understood that he is to pey 
with nctl duties lor the great privilege of inseminating her, the power 
posit tun in courtship becomes dear . she. who bolds the priceless womb, 
it the bats, and he u merely a suitor (or a great favour. 

In taming her suitor the aunt to turn him into her loyal nctl- slave 
At women and all tlave holders know, if a slave hat just bcca captured 
from hu original Mate at hberty, hit free spirit hat to he broken, and hit 
loyaky hat to be attached to hit owner, otherwise he will not wear the 
yoke easily 

Courtship, therefore, is a combat rone where a unman seeks to 
establish power over her prospective husband The point it not to 
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(Ik woman should lose out ia the power play. (he courtship will be 
aborted, a ad fail (o reach marriage 

The length of a court chip depend* on bow long it take* (be baa* to 
make up her mind about (be candidate'* suitability, on how long it take* 
to taaae and habaualc him to her domination. aad oa bow loag it take* 
to coadade (be bargain 

Let ua fuel examine (be job uMervKw aspect of courtship The 
principal job *be need* done by her husband will be economic. He must 
supply the income to nia her nest . especially if *be he rsclf i* act weak by, 
aad even if she i* wealthy, he wiH base to manage her wealth Therefore, 
her first coacera ia to admnuUcr an ccooomic eligibility test oa the 
suitor. 

If the man's social standing a obvious, the test is mu difficult to 
conduct Where his social standing a not obvious, aad she has to find 
things oat far herself, she does so with professional thoroughness. 

ia the stuff of cocktail encounters The man a asked "What do you 
dor* If he gives an easily interpreted answer (for example, if he says he 
ia a doctor, lawyer, banker, stockbroker, or high executive in a major 
corporation), then that part of the interview is quickly concluded. If he 
says he it a welder, bus driv er , factory foreman or something like that, 
that also settles the matter Either way. the woman has a fair estimate 
of what she is really after How much docs he earn, and what assurance 
is there that he will continue to earn at least that much? Sparks may. 
however, fty if the woman cannot mterpret the man's economic standing 
from his answer, at in this true Bfe exchange 

‘What’s your name'’ 

Jerty. 

Mine s Sybil What d'snu do* 

1 talk, I drink. I dance. I ogle girls. I have fun' 

'How do you support yourself?' 


t)n ay two fed, thank you.' 
‘How do yua pay your realT 




Fro* ike bank. thank yarn.' 

Are you independently weakby? 4 
*A» apposed lo dependents poor?* 

‘Realty, arc yoa independently wealthy? 

-Wat a auautc' Whals this? When d»d yuu earn (he right lo ask 


i? Look! I hardly know you. We've jwrtaKt!' 


Forget I asked 


•| will, thank you’ 

-Where did yoa go to school?* 


-Here, there aad ev er ywh ere 


-Why are yoa vo dama iccreuve 1 * What do yoa have lo kideT 


-Why aU these personal quruve*’ Weren't yoa ever taught the art 
of coavcrtaliua'’ This a a party, (tv heaven"* take, not an 
interrogation center ' 

*1 bkc yoa. td like lo pet lo know you. Yoa dua‘1 tec nc taking an 
uMcreal in others here, do yoa? 


’No! There's nothing wrong a that But 1 wish you didn't take that 
lund of interest in me It is tike &11 you want is my financial report, 
my social pedigree! You might be better off. actually, talking to 
my accountant, or to my trust fund manager Look, I came here 
to dance, to have a good time, to maybe get laid. I ccrtsaaK didn't 
come here to have my wallet sired up You haven’t asked me 
what I like to do right here and now There’s good mnak going, 
good food on the table, good wine (lowing But yon haven’t 
asked me if I'm a good dancer, or a good fuck Yon haven’t 
suggested anything one might do at a party to have fun. Al you 
seem to be interested in is whether I’d make a good catch or 
something like that ’ 

Boy oh boy! All you me a have a one track aamd' All mca ever warn 
it to fuck, hack, fuck! Screw every skirt you can hfl up. and then 
scram! Wham, bam, thank you osaam! Thai’s if yon wad long 
enough to say that!' 

Hey! Mea have a one track mmiT And women don’t? AH yon 
women ever seem to want is a catch If you’ve got one already, 
you're looking for a better catch. If you don’t have one, you're 
hunting lor one If mea have a one track musd. so do women it 
is jnst that their nuads are on (Eff e r en t tracks. Anywuy, I won't 
alow yon even a peek into my wallet. So there!' 

Why arc you so tctfkhr 

‘Selfish? Any more selfish than you? Tel me: if some itraager 
came up to you and, first thing, said "Hi! Are you a good 
fuck?”, how would you fed T 

Td say he wms being rude Edremely fresh. I’d say that was none 
of hie business' 

Exactly I'm saying to you that yon me being edremely rude. My 
finances arc none of your business. You haven't earned the right 
to poke your note into my wallet or checkbook.’ 

‘Eacmcme! I was ooly trying to be friendly.' 

Really? Wnh fncndlincaa like that, who would not cuddle a shark?* 
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Encounters like that, in which the man spurns her led. are mow rare. 
U Matty, the man is to flattered by her attention, so keen to shp in 
between the thighs of an interested woman, that he eagerly submits to 
her "fncndfy' interrogation He is even likely to boastfully exaggerate 
hit economic condition. But in the above encounter, the woman 
probably stumbled against a man who was tired of being hunted AsF. 
Scott Rugerald once noted. 'Every young man with a large in co m e 
leads the hie of a hunted partridge . One can understand how such 
a partridge might event uatty rebel and refuse to cooperate with even the 


Where a man pataca the woman's economic eligibility teat (by hu 
answers, or through such Hems of male status display as ha clothes, car. 
house, etc.), she might then test hu abilities as a nest -protector. Does 
he have military or paramilitary experience 1 It he followed about by a 
relume of muactrbouad bodyguards 1 If not, she may provoke a brawl 


nest(and her good sett) from attack 

Women who go for brawlers, bouncers, soldiers, policemen, high 
officials of state, or tycoons arc reflecting their need for a nest- protec 
lor. In unsettled times, this need may become paramount For mslaacc. 
dunag the unsettled l%0saad 197Quinthe USA, quHe a few high placed 
women married then bodyguards. Lynda Bud Johnson, daughter of 
President Johnson, married Charles S Robb, a US Marine Corps 
Captain, who had served as a Whhe House aide. Susan Ford, dai*htrr 
of President Ford, married Charles F. Vance, a secret service agent 
assigned to the utut protecting the Ford family Perhaps (he most 
prominent exam pie from that era was the media heiress Patty Heard, 
who dnehed her fiance, Steve Weed, after he Had. like i weed, failed lA 
protect her from bcuy kidnapped by the Symbwoese Liberation Army 
She went an to marry Bernard Shaw, a bodyguard hired to protect her 
following her traumatic experiences 

If the man s abihtics a* cooao yuc provider and nest protector satisfy 
. she may start to tame him by securing three essential 

The applicant must be taught to habitually devote hu earnings to 
maintaining her nest and herself All other feeders at hu trough must 
be banished, those not bamshabie (like hu parents, siNrngv relatives 
sad dose friends), will have then access to hu income minimized If he 
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« the generous type. hn impulse must he curbed, and he aunt be tramcd. 
if need be, to band hi* pay packet directly In her each payday A* part 
of bit euwuaiK training, a aot-to-nch man mighr be required to pve 
up wanking, drinking and gambling. and any other “vice" through which 
he might fritter my* hu income But where the man u untably rich, 
the may be conical unply to tram ham lo ipend moal of hia m co mc oa 
her good and lovely self 

She also makes a poml of training him lo be scw ial l y loyal to hcnelf. 
Thia ia partly lo mmimi/c the nak of loamg haa ec ononu c commitment 
to her Aa the well known, male-female attachment! are nolononaly 
vuiocrahic to heller tea. Shotald the fad to fix hat rovmg eye on herself, 
or fail tone down his wandering lust, he aught become sexually addicted 
to another woman after tome chance encounter. A woman who grabs 
hia bnttt away from her coaid thca grab haa purse away loo. 

Far securing a ain't sexual tovaky. a woman’s mam rase ia lo get 
ham tcmialiy adefceted In heneM. whether by heavy petting that (facial 
go all the way. or by fuN aad abundant set. Once hooked, he ia newer 
let out of her tight, caccpl when he goes off to work, leal tome chance 
encounter wuh another woman should break her tpcB oa hrn. The 
man-minder part of this ruse has been perfected by American wom e n 
under the guttc of an maiweat and kovmg "togetherness". la the name 
of “togrlhcrnevt". the encourages him to come directly Kook from 
work, to wop going out with “the boys", and to go wuh her wherever he 
hat to go out tide working hours In effect, the makes hcnelf ha 
chaperone. otlcntMy because of her great love which could uot bear 
any separation? la fact, of course, it * to that, arm m arm together 
everywhere, she can keep a jailer's eye on kn gemtaha. Ah. together- 
ness. lovely togetherness' 

To secure hn emotional commitment, a woman will tram a man to 
atlach his feelings iaseveraMy to herself His jealousy aad her can 
tankcrousaesc arc great MHlrumcali for iIms task The more jealous she 
nukes him. the more wrongly the heal of his own jealousy bonds hu 
heart lo her la mating his jeafausy lo incandescence, a woman's ways 
can be quite bizarre She aught deliberately encourage the attentions 
of rival uwlors If he gets jealous enough to fight them off. afl is well; if 
he doesn't, his emotional attachment lo her is judged insufficient ty 
Wrong, and further mating is required But should he, in a fk of high 
jealousy, beat her up after chasing off the rivals she encouraged, she has 
excellent proof that he could not bear lo lose her 




Similarly, by her cantaakcrouancaa, the aims to teat if he will stomach 
anythmg raher than leave be r. She will play bard loget, »bc will uuuli 
and humiliate him. the will require him lo flatter ber lo I be pouM of 
irrahonabty. If be abandons ba courtship m frustration or aanoyaacc, 
•be might tell hervclf (bat “faaM bean never won (air lady”. Traniialwn 
hu passion ia not strong enough lo weather I be baraauneali aad divap 
pm at it all of neat -service; therefore, pond riddance! 

A fir de mi mural am of tha uiuikm ocean m Jorge A matin' i novel 
Oman Flat and Her Two HuAmuh 


The triflrr's itWcrrst mini have been very slight lo grow 
discouraged ai the first Mumbling Mock. Dona Flor had done 
much wnrvc thing* in Pedro Borges when she was single. The 
•indent from Para had savoured the bitterness of letter* 
relumed, gift* rejected, real insult*. aad be with aa engage 
meat nag m ha picket Thai waa a true panama. nut tluiuac 
which evaporated with the mere alammiag of a window 4 ’ 

That b i» that, if a woman . behaviour during courtship mum mad. 
seems arbitrary lo the paint of tyranny, there ia a simple purpoac to it 
all: loeatabtah aad leu ber power over bun. The Mialur must be reduced 
to anqueumumg obedience to her, otberwiac her bold on him, on which 
t he accunty of ha neat services will depend, aught prove tenuous. After 
all. a klavc master bum break ha slave tburougbly if be ia lo expect loyal 
aad unquestioning vervsee during the Uavc * lifetime 

If the suitor s comma meat to her baa been found latnfnctory in the 
vital arena, *hc then baa lo gel boa to propone, thereby signalling ba 
cagcmeaa to begin aiming lor her. If be it not nlrcady on ba knee*, 
blabbering with impatience, be mual be reduced to that position. aad 
then bawled off to the altar where be vbail pubbdy accept the standard 
contract between Kit -queen aad acal-alavc. 

For gelling ban to propone, a woman ba* many weapon* at ber 
dapnaal - hat. love, romance and motherly care. She can addict the 
amtor to ber body (hat ). or afflict ba heart wuh deep teaderneu toward 
her (kmc); or make ban taac ba bead over ber (romance); or accuUom 
bun lo the condom of a well-ordered borne (motherly care) Each 
weapon a aimed at aomc amiably vulnerable part of hi* being 
Romance atm* a ba bead, lo befuddle h aad disarm ba common acme; 
lual auna a hi* nerve*. totiaui them to ruab to her body for calming dip*, 
love atm* a ba feeling*, to make her the preferred object over which lo 
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*• the behaviour of 



c the tactic* of hist and motherly cart 
" To soften up ■ man to the poml where he propuaca. a 
cither wuhhold sex fro* bin or lavish it on him la the a 




give* him tea. quae readily aad freely, till he a 


addicted and can ao longer do without ha regular doac Then, hke aa 
expert drag dealer, she can make him pay any price fur what the 
" supplies Aad her asking price? A trip to the marriage ahar Awnua 



1 following yoke in Saa Prmacaco "How do you make aa Irish woman 
y frigid? Marry ber!" 

* The icx- withholding lactic was much favoured before contracep- 

tives became commonly available It it probably as old aa the muaiooary 
position, if not older It a still favoured by diehard puntam who regard 
tea-before the wedding at a mortal tm The am » to fnartrate the man 
to the point where he becomes obsessed with having teswuh the womaa 
Claiming that the fat not a cheap woman, the proves her oat lumaa by 
not yielding her alleged virtue far anything lest cipctaivc than our 
riage At itt most bizarre , the hapless fellow gett conned into her way 
of teeing things, muo her way <4 defining virtue, aad foua her m 
regarding rcadiK available tea aa "cheap", at devalued by the very cate 
with which it could be had. When converted to her fruatratioa theory 
of value, he valuct her cvca more for her very refusal to have tex wgh 
Sun He can become to obtested with her that, in terminal frustration, 
he capuulatct aad accepts her terms for tlccptag wgh him, namely, a 
wedding 1 The pup band. Meat loaf, hat ctpcrtly parodied this tactic ia 
the tong Paradise by the Dashboard Lights" 

Thu lactic was umh h helped by the cuh of vuguuty which vc aerated 
l he virgin bride She held out. * was claimed, in order to give turn the 
honour and pleasure uf reserving her with her hymen intact! la practical 
terms, the poor uni was sea-starved into buying unsampled goods If 
the sea turned out lousy, or 4 her fngnitly ruined the honeymoon, or 4 
her vaunted sir gin it v proved to be fake, tough luck for the hapless chap 
The woman would by then have filed her title to his labours at the court 
registry or the church altar. There being no refund clause ui the 
tnamage contract, he could not ask for release from his sworn ubhga- 
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lion* to hu mem boa*, no nutter bow lousy ibe proved to bed. no nutter 
if the proved incapable of bearing children 

The motherly ewe tactic m baaed oa the chrutiaaly notion that the 
who would be your queen. let her be your house servant. A cco rdi n gly, 
the woman maneuver* to take over her Motor's c o o king. bouse cleaning 
and house irrpmg Her opening gaaiba m to relieve hua of the chore 
of cookrag lor himself She wdl tell hmi hat be will feed belter on her 
conking than aa his. aad will march into lua kitchen to prove a. If the 
bachelor hat no lutchea of hu own, aad depends oa eating out. she m 
not daunted. She will offer to cook (dr him at her own lutchea. Should 
he try to resist, esc use* will spring readily to her honeyed longue. Ah, 
the cost of eat mg out! Or she will complain that there arc no placet to 
go (or a decent hue after midnight, or after whatever hour the local 
catenet shat down. She will pemtl until the hat him feeding off dishci 
she herself has prepared 

That opening move accomplished, she will contrive to have them live 
together in hu house pr her* The ostensible objective it to see if things 
Will work out. d they can share each other's company for long without 
suffering cabin fever. Or it is simply to save the inconvenience of 
coauuuiu* from one dwelling to the other. Once they move in together, 
she gyves ban the VIP treatment She showers him with smiles at every 
opportwaty. the covert herself m glamour from waking up in the 
morning to bedtime at night, the offers him meals when he wants them, 
where he warns them, even serving him breakfast m bed. aad even 
spooning the dchcacsrs into hu watering mouth, should he as much as 
hmt at warning that pleasure She will darn hu socks, tew oa hit ousting 
button*, mend his shim, wash and iron hu clothes, fetch hu thppcn, 
and even give him a nightly bath d he as muck as turns that he did enjoy 
such treatment from his mother She will do ail the shopping aad bar 
ban firmly from the kitchen She will pamper hun even more than he 
ever wa* pampered when be was hu mother’s precious brat She will 
persevere with this plan till the gets him used to not cooking for home If. 
to ant cleaning his house, to not taking care of himself She will 
persevere tiM the fool begins to imagine how wonderful t would be d 
Ihn could go on for ever ; till the mad fool begins to bebeve that this cosy 
hfc would continue fiw ever d on hr he married her' 

If he does not get down on his knees fast enough to sun her schedule, 
she will start going him hints, subtle at first, then more loudK later on 
If he still is slow, she might suddrnK take off to suit some aunt she's 
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never veutcd m her life, tome aunt the had Never talked of before, but 
who convenie n tly bvet on the far (ace of the mono The man. by now 
helpless, caannt tiaad the prospect of doo* without her. for even an 
aflermnn. let alone for the week* the would need to travel to tee her 
mail chcriehed aunt What ia the now dependent felow going to do? 
Crisis.' He begs her not to go But the goca off a nyway And the 
moment the return* (following periodic phone caBa to bear how inade- 
quately he ia coping without her), it would be a miracle if even a court 
injunct mo. or an order from hit e m ployer, would keep him from fillmg 
on hit knee* and pr opening to mam her at once. 

Of count, three weapon*, and the tactic* for using them, are utuaOy 
wielded in combination, depending on the skid of the man hunting 
woman. They arc normally adequate to bring even the wildcat, freedom 
kwing bronco of a man to hit obedient knee*. Sometime* they do fail 
and the woman ha* to retort to rough tactic* 

Before the sexual revolution undermined U, one of the moat popular 
of rough tactic* waa the shotgun wedding. This worked best, of conrac, 
if the woman had lavished tea on the suitor All it then took wm to 
vurrcptitiouaiy get herself pregnant If he did not then capitulate, if he 
didn't offer to sJasc for the neat to which he had already contributed kta 
gene*, her father and brother* would arrive with their shotgun* and 
march “the pnaoncr" to the akar. la these time*, when there it no 
premium on unbroken hymen*, shotgun weddings have dcclmcd in 
frequency Without the cult of the vugm bode, shotgun wcddmga lose 
then rationale U wa* (hat. basing damaged their daughter'* or sirtcr’i 
worth by breaking her hymen, the fellow had to hold on to the good* he 
had damaged 

Other tactic*, a bu lea* rough, arc Mill available to the woman who 
want* to hurry her sou or to propose. She can end hi* reluctance by 
hinting at, or even producing, rival* to whom hi* ego would be loathe to 
lose her Whca such a woman seem* determined to flirt with other men 
in her suator * presence, her game is dear A particular white Aamncan 
variant of tha is for the girl to show keen interest in some black male m 
the presence of her slithering sonar Thu triggers her suitor * racism 
into action, and he moves to save white womanhood from the defiling 
dutches of nigger erotomania And he saves it by promptly marrying 
her'. 
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prey. 


It night be wuodered why men do not usually tell the truth about 
courtship. Why don't fathers, and perhaps grandfathers. warn young 
men about h? Well, male pnde lor one. The hunting code require* a 
man to crow from the rooftop* about hit victories, not ha defeat*. Thu 
meant that no hutbaad will be eager to adnut (hat he wa tricked, and 
defeated, and enslaved by hit little wife Secondly, thotc men who have 
an interest in declaring the truth, the successful career bachelors, are 
very few And even if they bothered to tell the truth, bow many men 
would believe them 1 The reputation which women have woven for them 
(a* inadequate, undesirable faihrci whom no woman would marry) 
would prevent them from being believed To thotc conditioned to 
believe that being a husband n the natural, god -ordained. and happy 
destiny of every man, a bachelor 1 ! account of the peril* of courtship 
would sound like tour grapes. 

Thirdly, a tense of futility contributes to men's silence on the topic. 
When they consider all the men who fell into women's traps all through 
the ages, those who might be templed to warn others are driven to 
despair What's the me? Driven by hn craving for progeny, the average 
man. forewarned or not. would Mill fall where his betters fcl. 
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7. Wedding: The Bride’s Triumph Ceremony 



- VMgaf Vriiap Go* erf ElJwogM. 


According lo tone feminists, a wedding ushers a woman into lhai 
prison, that borne at domestic ibery, Hum vale of —cry which a 
Marriage As ooe of tbcM has pul it. rurnaft k "the bankat way on 
earth of gelling a living " 45 - which w mild. presumably. make a harder 
I baa ptaniatkm slavery* Another feminist. Sac Bralcy, ha* card of «: 

Someone coming from another planet and looking at a mar 
riage contract and the *e mi Uavery it entaik for the woman 
would think it insane that the «bould enter into it volant an 

If wedding* inhered women into semi slavery. into the hardest way 
on earth of getting a bong, women would, indeed, be mad lo eater it 
voluntarily That women do enter it. not just voluntarily, but eagrrly. 
suggests that cither women arc daft or they are not the one* enslaved 
by marriage. Since women are the more down to earth and sensible at 
the two *ew ooe must conclude that this talk of Uavery k pure feminist 
propaganda, la fact, a look at the realities, including the actual be- 
haviour at men and women, would give the Be to the feminist claim 
If indeed wedding* ushered women into exploit at km and hardship, 
why j» it that the bride can be counted upon to appear for her wedding 
looking radiant and joyfully expectant' Why do bodal tong* celebrate 
her happiness? If a bride n judged happy by women because she has 
found a hard worker (at it Mated in the Ethiopian km* quoted above). 


who l hen a |iMg (o be expioUed in I he tub*cqucnl aurruiK - 1 he hard 
worker or ha owner' 

Of courve, the bride a happy became the wedding o her triumph 
ceremony marking the cad at her man hunt, marking the beginning at 
her retirement on the earning! of her buthand She hm tpotlrd a 
tunable male, and dnorganised him with the effect* of her body beauti- 
ful She haa iparked in him a craving for her womb. She ha* women 
him with love, put him through the obtlade courve of cuurtthip, broken 
ha wild (pad. attached ha emotions to bertcM, and taught him ha 
commitment* and duties. She ha* got tea him to propone, and a about 
to bring him before the pubhc to accept to be her neu Uave Why 
thouid *hc not be happy after Mich a tucccssful campaign' Why *h.niid 
the not be radiant at the pruapect at her fine reward -to live on ha 
earning* far the real of her day*' 

If the a let* than perfectly happy on her wedding morning, there are 
tauaJly two mam reasons. lint, of count, a that *hc aow ha* to leave 
her parent* and friend* and tet out for that new abode where *hc thall 
make her neat. Parting from one * home can* . be entirely joyful for 
anyone But a* torrow* arc nothing compared with the joy of. at law. 
having her own neat. The haiancc of any mued fee bag* *hc might have 
are on the tide of leaving her mother * new for her own. A* a “Song at 
Brid es maids" from Rwanda *ay* 


We dni not do n to yam. 

We did not want to tee you go; 

We love you loo much for that 
It't your beauty that did a. 

Became you arc to gurgeou* . . 

Ah. we tec you laugh beneath your lean! 

Good-bye, your huvband t* here 
And already you don't teem 
To need our consolations . f* 

The tccoad reason for any uahappiaeu on her wedding morning a 
namely that the true picture of hit future coodilioa might have 
penetrated the bridegroom » befuddled mind Wliat if he thouid then 
fail to turn up at the celebration of hit own defeat? Aad what if he 
thowed up. but balked ai laying hit "I do!" before the atsemMed 
wuactact' Consider the following newt report*. 
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Antonio lorillo giggled when the pool asked: Do you take 
this woman for your wedded wife?' Then he said ‘No.* 
There was pandemonium in the little church at Santa Maria 
(kvcflt, Italy The bride totted and one bridesman! farmed 
Hastily the hndegroom explained that he was only yoking, and 
a ded the priest to coot mac the service 'You have com 
muted sacrilege.’ the priest told him 'Only a bishop can pul 
things right ' Fortunately, the bishop was an understanding 
man He told the priest to go on with the ceremony, which 
was delayed for more than two hours. 

There tans a shorter hitch at a Suffolk wedding taken a 
aervous bridegroom became tongue-tied just taken he should 
have sasd 'l will.' The bnde, a hefty woman. nudged turn and 
muttered 'Say ‘I wiU." you foot, and her partner blurted out. 
parrot fashion I will, you fool/* 


In each case, what goes any bnde anxieties had happened, luckily, 
disaster was averted, and all ended well for each bnde 

The reactions to these balking bridegrooms reveal that « in the 
woman who n ail set to expiuU the mao m their purtweddiag life 
Would the Italian bnde have sobbed, or would her bridesman! have 
lamtcd in sympathetic shock, 4 women looked forward to be tag 
enslaved m marriage? Wouldn't the bride, and her bridesman!, have 
rejoiced at her fortuitous escape from a terrible future? As for the 
Suffolk bride, she reacted with the decisiveness of an alert slave -owner 
who thwarts the escape bsd of a slave she ts buying. So much for feminist 
disinformation about who » set to be exploited within marriage. 

Aay uMcUigroi nun who plays participant observer at his own 
courtship reah/es that he n being tricked, cajoled, bulbed and puck 
twisted mto staying the course. He reah/es that the wedding, m which 
he is about to play ha bst part, n simply a public celebration of his own 
defeat, and of his bride's victory, m ike great battle of courtship. He 
will recognize that the wedding ts a public triumph where, like a 
victorious Roman general ho bnde will parade him as the captive from 
her manhunt He will recognize the non-reciprocal (and inequitable) 
terms of the contract whu h the officiating priest will ask hun to consent 
to, especially those clauses which require him to share with the bride all 
ku wealth and the fnuts of his tod. but which do nut ask her to do 
kkewne. Any wonder then that aa observant and intclhgcat man would 
balk at saving km ~lwi>~? Anyway, who in ho right mind and full liberty 
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would attend a pat adc whkk advertises Im capitulation’ Any wader 
wane bridegroom* juU don't ikw up’ Don't wane defeated generals 
comma mikkIc to ipart themselves the ignominy of being paraded a 
(hew vanquisher'* triumph? Any wonder why that Suffolk bridegroom 
who eoulda't Way away (bkc a general whose captors dad not give lam 
a ch a nce to disembowel himself, or to bhc on hu cyanide pill) was fa 
from enthusiastic a the ceremony? Perhaps the true significance of a 
wedding dawned on him loo late, probably r^ht there a the aka. and 
he took fright, and gut tongue-tad!. 

Balking bridegrooms, and thme who go AWOL (Absent Wuhout 
Leave) from their weddings, recognize (ha a wedding n not a triumph 
for the man But mini men caber are loo daft to recognize that, or arc 
loo mtumdaed to do anvtkiag about a 

Wha. it may he asked, about brides who boh from their own 
weddmgs? Tha dues happen, but a n mint rare, la societies where 
marriages arc at arranged, it it rare because, as the employer, the bride 
calls the shots, and settles only for the best available caadidac. She 
does aut agree to any wedding unless she is sure the bridegroom is the 
best available to her But when she docs boh from her own wedding, it 
is usually because the has spied a much better prey, perhaps a previous 
lover wuh whom she had lent touch, who suddenly turns up and 
indicates that he is available Where maniacs arc arranged, a bride 
bolts from her own wedding if a man she finds revok ing it being forced 
upon her by her parents or guardians In that case, her action is a 
rebellion against parental insensitivity or tyranny rather than a mantles 
tat m m of fear of enslavement within marriage 

To awud modem s of balking, tongue-tied or mvshow bridegrooms, 
some societies have built mlo the wedding process nfuah like bride 
snatching Bride snatching u designed to reassure the bridegroom that 
hen the victor in the courtship battle; it confirms hit feeing that he has 
been the hunter, and that the bride is his pn/c According to 
psychological eaperts' 


(The wedding ritual) • essentially a woman's initiation rite, 
in which a man b bound to fed like anything but a conquering 
hero No wonder we find, in tribal societies, such counter 
phobic rituals as the abduction or rape of the bride. These 
enable the man to chng to the remnants of his heroic role at 
the very moment that he must submit to his bride and assume 
the responsibilities of marriage ** 


a 


Sadi tounlcrphi^ niiuk ve a tribute to the profound disquiet which 
Ike prospect af aimifc, and of ha mn duties anfkia it. provoke* m 
Ike uMc««cni male It also tk on Ike ten* hi to «kck Ike male ad- 
ministrators of the female interest will (to m devising am games that will 
trick a man into accepting his own enslavement 

The sensible male (and any faff person) has to admit that the 
bridegroom is the one person with every reason to be unhappy at a 
wedding Everyone eke n usually genuinely happy - the bride, the 
officiating priest, the parents of the bride, the bridesmaids and other 
hopeful bodes-fo-bc, the groom's parents, and the merrily feasting 
guests. They have good reason too? The married women, hie generals 
who have had their own triumphs, are glad to welcome another to their 
ranks The unmarried women arc having their hopes renewed, wffh 
each probably thinking "If that siDy girl can get herself a slave, so wil 
1, suoocr or later " The marred mca arc there to cnyoy the discomfiture 
of yet another lad: after all nuaery loves compans' la any ease, why 
should they be unhappy al a feast 1 As for the unmarried men. the look 
among them arc hoping to be acnl in line for what they have been taught 
m bits*, while the worldly w»c arc rcfotciag that it wasn't them this time 
They probably say to themselves "Another sod bites the dust, but I'm 
still free!" 

And thus it is that a wedding is a grand and heartless conspiracy 
against the bridegroom Poor feBow* As he lends his bride home and 
shows her off. yuu can guess why that radiant smile shines from her face. 
Yon can imagine the woman in her (what Virginia Woolf called the 
“Angel in the House") popping up in her head and singing the victory 
song of bndepower: 

Now the hunt is over; 

The prey is in your net. 

Show ha head to the cheering crowd 

And flash your victory smile 

You can almost read the thoughts ui her mind as she hugs and kisses 
hunm front of the wedding guests "Poor fool, I caught you at Inst' You 
may think you are ttrouger, you may think you are cleverer; you may 
think whatever nonsense nukes you feel good, but you arc now my 
official nest -slave! And if ever you try to escape, all of society, all these 
people who have witnessed this day. will restrain you.” 
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Part IV 


Wlffpow: la th« Ne»* of HU Own Matriarch 


1 


8. The Husband Managers 


tf iM. 4 HoM Mtk fiwm and 


Now she km married him, moved into hu house. and settled down to 
manage ker "bard worker" Husband management, the grand pecoc 
cupntiuu of wdc power, knaiu prime objective* 

•) to keep tke husband productive of enough wealth, ttatwa, power, 
fame. etc. at wdl satisfy the wife's own ambit ioni, and 

b) to keep bun from running away, however harrowuigty tl 


To achieve these aims, a wife brings all her skills m manipulation. 

la the art of managing men. rare ia tke male Caesar who can match 
the average girl of seventeen. Carts learn it by observation, or through 
conversation with their mothers or aunts, or during uutialiaa met m 
those societies which stiD practice them The result is that, by pwberty. 
if not before, tke average girl can ma n i p ulate a situation so at to receive 


This skill, which she ia ready to use on her male slave, demonstrates a 
much higher order of managerial craft than ordcr-bnrking prefects, 
captains, generals, presidents, tycoons and other male-style com- 
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tuodcn ever mum. Alter urnife, the keep* her tUk tkirpeacd 
through refresher courses. ilui kaffee Matches or gossip touau, 
where women talk what, for them, is serious thop 

To the management of her husband, a wife briags the highest 
possible professionalism If the caacncc of professionalism (in contrast 
to amateur ism) a tn doing what ok ia doing for monetary or other 
cconuouc reward and not for fun, at as high a level of skil at ia poasMe; 
and w«h a single near of purpoae that ia intolerant of detraction or 
fnvohty - then if a in husband management that women show the 
highest professional ism Indeed, compared to a career wife, the to- 
called career woman of today (who wears a mil, carries a briefcase, 
commutes to an office daily, does her nine-to-five (tint, and hurries 
home in the evening rush hour) ia not a professional at ah, but a high 
dabbler on the turf of professional men, for when the going gets tough, 
any but the hardiest of these tomboys is liable to quit and concentrate 
on her marriage. 

Once the nest slave has been brought home, the poor fellow ia 
managed ruthlessly He ia given his assignments and made to perform 
them. He is routinely henpecked and spied on If he it particularly 
recalcitrant, he ia threatened with starvation, with loss of peace of mmd. 
or with loss of tenia! privileges. He is subjected to the full force of what 
tome Nigerian husbands caU bedroom terrorism. The weapons of the 
bedroom terrorist range from those of agitators to thoac of assured 
rulers. The repertory includes praise, blame, flattery, guilt t ripp in g. 
nagging, putting in the wrong, sea strikes, the big and the httk be, the 
silent withdrawal of approval, the ruthless manipulation of male m- 
tccunuct and fears, the shattering of fragile egos, mcMcmcnt to rivalry, 
misinformation, litviniur malum, deliberate ««<t disorienta- 

tion. 

a wife has the support of her professional colleagues - her arde of 
female friends and relatives. They act m her spy network, informing her 
of her husband* s activities when he tsonl of her sight. And in their kaflcc 
k latches, where they gather to natter about how to run their h mb a n d s , 
they teach one another how to make any intractable husband’s life so 
hot a hell that he would prefer to toe the bae laid down by hia wife. 

The wives of elite men arc, of course, the best husband managers. 
These are the jpwndn Jamet or grand matriarcha who cspcnly maaagr 
the foremast male managers of vast organizations. They arc the type 
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referred to when, at testimonial dinners, it is said that behind every 
successful man there it a woman But what, it may be naked, does tuck 
a woman do to her man from behind’ 

At we all know, behind every tnoccnafol boner, athlete or pop ttar it 
a trainer manager Likewise, the wife behind a successful man ia hit 
Iraincr man^cr She drive* him on like a charioteer drive* a hone that 
it pulling him along. In her hands the holds the rein* of criticism and 
admiration, of actual rewards and punishment; with these the controls 
hit ego and guides hit efforts. She also has at her disposal the entire set 
of social arrangements, cultural values and psychological farces which, 
for millennia, have been organized for the exercise of wifepouer These 
mdude the facade of patriarchy, the double standard, min t fear of 
woman, man's silly soul winch is full of sentimental illusions, their 
almighty baby, and man's (ear of divorce. In using these took and 
resources of husband management, an chic wife is a pat t master 
( past mst re ss ? ) among women 

Given such mastery, it ia no wonder that elite wives are wont to 
m ai n tai n that men arc babies - naive, ignorant. Nagging, hard-work- 
ing. overtire babies, and that any woman worth her tears can manage 
any man In this, elite wives differ from moat feminists; the latter tend 
to be bewildered and inexpert at man-management, either became they 
escaped a thorough grounding in traditional female arts of man 
management, or because they arc contemptuous of such arts. To the 
discerning observer, the assurance with which elite wives manage their 
husbands ia no different from that displayed by ruling class grandees 
toward those they habitually rule. These behind-the-scenes 
trainer /managers of the lords of public affairs, these Livin'* M and Lady 
Macbcths of the world of power, arc indeed the ultimate rulers of the 
world. Each commututy, however small, has its local crop of them. 
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9. The Facade of Patriarchy 
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Contrary to fenuaml propaganda. which allege* that moat human 
societies arc, aad have Keen, patriarchies, human societies arc ao 
caccptioo to the nsk of matriarchies operating covertly behind a facade 
of patriarchy Indeed, patriarchy it a facade. Boat touching to the auk 
ego, for wife rule That thin ic to it confirmed by women from tome of 
the mod dissimilar culture* m the world. Take what an American 
homewife told me daring a weddmg reception an a boat m Botton 
Harbour, quoted above, about the neck that turns the head. Aad lake 
what a Saudi Arabian woman protestor cud on the BBC World Service: 
The traditional Saadi wrfe nun her famdy aad ram her badiand .** 4 
It auy be tempi mg to aay that even if pat r i a rchy it a facade for 
matriarchy m the home. it couldat be to w public life, which a almost 
eachtuvelv a male turf But alas, whether in the home or the public 
arena, matriarchy a the law of life. This proposition may be 
demonstrated bv first looking at tome societies where matriarchy a not 
entirely covert, bat operates, as part, through formal, pubbe mat it almas. 
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la many trad* Knud African tocscties, men and waca have lung had 
parallel organizations and complementary lastitutionaJ powers. Il it 
■anal for titc iia|L ike queen (who, b y the way. a not (be wile of Ike bug. 
bul Ike kcad ol Ike woncai parallel branch of pubkc organization), Ike 
war marshal and the queen Mother, wtth tkeu respective councils and 
officials, to cacrcisc separate and countervailing powers Viewed Iron 
that world, suck at Western political practices can be quite puz/kag. 
Zulu Sofola. a Nigenaa playwright and researcher into African tradi 
bona, once retold ike foiiuwu* conversation which had taken place 
between herself and her Mother It occurred at a tine when Margaret 
Thatcher, Prune Minister of Britain, was embroiled in one of her 
political battles. Zulu Sofola'i Mother, who lives in the traditional Igho 
Milieu, asked her 

'Everybody is talking dl of Margaret Thatcher Why doesn't she use 
her powers to stop them? 

"She has no powers other than those of Men.' Zulu replied 

But where u the* Om-Cnm (the council of women)? The On su 
should take the Matter up and set these men right. Who do they 
Hunk they we*' demanded Zithi s mother 


'Ah! Who speaks for the women?* her mother wondered. 

in the white man's world, nobody speaks for women.' Zulu told her 


As part of the intricate system id checks and balaucn m s 
traditional African societies, women escrcssc the mud effective s 
. When a bag becomes intolerable li 

. No ruler 

survives this final and dramatic repudiation by the mothers of bs 
subjects. Usually, the threat of tins march is enough to bring errmg sad 
dictatorial rulers to heel 

la the West, where parallel male ami female pubkc md Huttons arc 
not the norm, wanes nevertheless operate a covert matriarchy As 
society matrons. Western ehtc women control political parties from 
behind the scenes, from places where they arc safe from political 
shrapnel Those very few (hke Margaret Thatcher or (iolda Mew) who 


■■Hut on savouring the rah* of politic*! combat, have rua the men 
around them like nannies nm the* pack* at talk boy*. For ci a mpk . 
here i* how Margaret Thatcher, by manipulating men s (ear at women, 
manage* the male potamans and civil servants around her. According 
to Anthony King, Professor of Government at Race* Univenity 

Mr* Thatcher ^ in her penonai dealing*, a considerate 
person She ha* no trouble in winning the affection and 
loyalty of those in her immediate circle, principally at No. 10 
Downing Street. Nevertheless, m her relations wuh her fel- 
low minuter*, civil tervant* and Conservative MPv her dm- 
1 1 active weapon - far more than in the cases at mca like 
Churchill, Macmillan or Wilson - is (ear . . la Mr* 
Thatcher’s caae, the me of (ear as a political weapoa doe* not 
imply the tue of the chopping block or at tkc garrotte. On 
Ike contrary, those who Mr* Thatcher potaicalK executes can 
look forward to a knighthood if they are lucky, to a life 
peerage if they arc hsekur Rather, Mr*. Thatcher uses (ear 
in two less malign way* that arc nevertheka* equally effective 
The first it by means of face-to-facc fear Tear at lint hand*. 


. She puts the fear of God mio people, and 
they usually respond wel. Of course, there w uo need to use 
thu particular weapon very often; fear of bemg on the rcoeiv- 
mg end of a Prune Ministerial tongue-lashing - or even 
merely of Prune Mmnmaljkihar - u uanally adequate to 
the purpose. 

One specific aspect of her use of face-to-facc fear it worth 
mciMiufuag. Mr* Thatcher long ago observed that most well 
brought- up Englishmen - especially, though out only, if they 
went to a public school - have no idea what to do with a 
strong, assertive wtanaa. Not only arc they brought up not to 
be rude to women: they find it very difficult ia general to deal 
with women m the same matter of fact, duect way that they 
deal with men 

Women to them are mother* or nannies to be feared or 
sister* to be bullied (or. alternatively, adored) The average 
Englishman of the middle and upper clnues amply quail* in 
the presence of a formidable female penonahty, torn be- 
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tween the desire to stake and the desire to talk. aot knowing 
what an appropriate response would be. Mrs Thatcher long 
ago noticed that sach Enghshnwa found a hard to Hand up 
to her — and conceived a considerable coatc a ipl (or the 
whole tribe. As oae of her former Ministers, Sir Joha Nutt, 
said ia a^ recent television interview, she thinks aO aca arc 


While the Maggie Thatchers we scry (ew. it a more usual for ruling 
class matriarchs to run ruling class patriarchs who rua the affairs of the 
world Recall the ease of Mwy Cunou*ham of the USA. la the late 
lVXh. she had used what Nigerians would call "bottom power" to rocket 
to Vice-president for Strategy at Benda Corporation, and to become 
as effective sccoed-in-coounand la speaking about her controversial 
relationship with William Agee, the Chairman of Bendii (whom she 
later married), she noted 

The indirect ways we mure powerful . I'm building the 
chairmans farfh m aw so I can sit at his shoulder and in- 
fluence him for the good of society . 

Yes. of course! Only for the good of society 

Perhaps the best recent c sample of how grand matriarchs run the 
grand patriarchs at hat of Winston Churchill, the peal 20th century war 
leader of the Bmnh A woman neighbour of aunc m London once 
clamed that ara were babies, la dnbelicf. I asked her if she thought 
that even leaden hkc Churchill were hutwev Churchill was the hugest 
baby of all.” she replied. Not long after, I read Mary Sowaes' biography 
of her mother. Lady Clementine Churchill, and had to ^rcc that 
Wanton, il art quite a baby, was a standard patriarch - outwardly 
strong, dominating and masterly, but in fact a champion couched and 
managed by none other than his wife' 

On the jacket blurb of the biography, I read: 

Clenwatinc Churchill was the perfect wife for Wanton For 
57 yean she supported him through the triumphs, disasters 
and tensions which ruled his public sad private life 
Always Wanton trusted her completely and she became a 
valuable counsellor and companion He invariably wanted 
her opinion - but did not always take her advice She 
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believed in bun paasxmatcly, and m him destiny - 
besxfc bun u> pubbe seem.ngly serene, cool awl detached. 77 


rclaUonship, like the famous Angelo Dundee -Muhammed Alia 
Uon. Of course, as Wuulna't coach manager, Clementine, her coach- 
ing done, would sit by the ringsxic and look on. cool and detached, or 
cvea May away from the bloody fight. wide her ward battled it out iu the 
political nag For Clementine. c oa c hi n g and m a n aging Winston wn a 
c ons o o ui and d c ih c alc d career. Here u bow their daughter, Mary, put* 


W melon was to be C 
on bun and bn c 
and energy. 


a of her thought 



One should therefore ant be surprised at Clementine's ruminative 
remark the night after Winston's funeral By Mary's own re p ort, before 
she neat to bed that night, Clementine turned to her and said: "You 
know, Mary, it waul a funeral - it was a Triumph "* Wei, whose 
Triumph? Clementine's of course! She had manned Winston for 57 
years, and at his death the world came to 
but as far as she was concerned, to her u 
of his successful career 

Now that we have an inkling i 

meat of the world, a should be a snbenag rcakzatiou lor a 
official bosses and leaders, even the greatest among them, whom we all 
look up to as the masters of the amrld. are each an darlhapidmg thumb 
of some woman or other, usual? his wile Whenever we gam m awe at 
a head of state, or at a bead of household, we should gam m even greater 
awe at the bitic lady by his side who controls hun like a puppeteer docs 
• puppet Appearances should not be allowed to mislead us m to where 
the balance of power bes between them. 

We have seen bow asatnarchs rule men in public life - thcOtuOw, 
the naked grandmothers, Maggie Thatcher, Mary Cunningham. 
Clementine Churchill. But bow do wives generally me the patriarchal 
facade to control and cxplotf theu husbands at home? Just consider 
some of the tasks a wife is able to shift over to her husband by appealing 
to bn ego as patriarch or official head of her household. 
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“O husband nunc 1 ’ she tacitly iayv “You arc ihc official head at 
llua home; you arc my leader, my lawgiver You arc the Wrong o 
Won't you feed and protect me and our faille child 1 Won t you ice to 
it that our child a well behaved*" la this way. the deftly au*m lum the 
yob of neat provisioncr, the job of neat protector; and the job of ogre or 
disciplinarian of the neat If he fails to provision the neat to her 
satisfaction, he uiffcra her contempt, aa weB aa hta own, for not living 
up to hia macho expect at mm If thievea attack her neat and he cannot 
fight them off. he toffen her contempt, aa wcB aa hta own. for not 
carrying out hta macho dutiea If he diea defending her neat, ahe weep* 
far a day or a week, and acta about rccrwating another neat guard. She 
can discipline the child in hu name, or frighten it with ho image aa 
bogeyman (Wait liOyonr daddy eonaes home!), without herself earning 


bogeyman father, ahe can retain the child * image of her aa the “sweet 
mother' If he dec tinea load aa the disciplinarian and ogre, if he prefer* 
to earn the mage of “nweet father’, ahe resents iL As one wife, Natalie 
Rogers, compUmcd. 


Mi husband preferred the role of playmate to the kali when 
they were young. rather than accept hn share of the dtaopbn 
tag. I felt like the ogre . 10 

If the wife became the overt head of her own neat, she would have 
to do al that for her self, and she would have to do far more. There it 
an Igbo "Widow's Lament,* based on farming hfe. which detada the six 
occasions when a widow recalls the death of her husband and cries 
nacoatrodabty The first three are whea she needs hun for farm labour 
(planting, tending and harmatmg), for each of which she now has to hire 
and pay labourers. The fourth h whea there ia a meetup of the kindred 
with her husband dead, “who will inform the widow of the delihcra 
tioosT* The fifth n whea there ia a festival, and she has to buy her own 
fowl to cook for the feast The sixth "is the day ahe is drenched in her 
unrepaired thatched home; that day she knows nothing is aa painful as 
losing a husband “** 

Let us consider the fourth job Bated in that lament: hia job aa her 
political emissary to the arena of public affairs. It entails much more 
than reporting back what transpires u> the assembly. As the ostensible 
head of her nest, he participate* in politics in order to protect her and 
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protect the society by violent ncut. he goes to Settle end even dm that 
she may live aa in ulety As her voice « puhhc affairs he contributes 
to deliberations which make laws that terve her interest 

In Weal cm societies in the days of male franchise, the husband. at 
voter, was hia wife's political emissary He used his vote to elect male 
law makers who passed laws m his wife's interest, laws which often 
punished the natural inclinations and dcl«hts of men. and helped to 
trap aaea in nest slavery. Some of these laws, passed by aB-ma)c 
legislatures, are monuments to female raseahty and misandry. For 
c sample, long before women got the vote in the USA. there were laws 
against prostitution, a service which am needed to lesson the tyraany 
of frigid or sea-striking wives. Also, there has long beea an anti husband 
bias in the marriage and divorce rules of the Western World, a bias 
which, in some cases, gave the family house, custody of the children, etc. 
preferentially to the woman Women did not have to have the vote, did 
not base to become the majority of lawmakers, for such mtsandrous laws 
to be passed. They were passed by nude law makers, who were elected 
by male voters, all of whom acted as instructed by their wives and 
mothers! Oh yes! How readily a man will sacrifice men's interests for 
women's once his patriarch's ego has been puffed, or hia penis has beea 
twisted! 

But why does the average woman prefer covert to overt matnachy? 
Just consider the matter from her standpoint Overt leadership would 
give a woman duties which expose her to loo many pressures and risks. 
Aa she well knowv uneasy lies the head that wears the crown She 
therefore concedes that onerous role to the patriarch, and saves herself 
a lot of hassles She makes turn (he formal leader of her nest, and shifts 
unto hit shoulders the b u rd ens of decision-making, the ambetiea of 
wielding authority, the dangers of defending her honour and her life 
through fights, lawsuits and warv When she declares that she is weak, 
and lays her head on hn chest and weeps to prove «. and lets hun make 
the decisions, she sunukaacoush massages his ego and exploits him 
She offloads high-pressure and tugh-ruk jobs unto the patriarch, and 
takes for herself the superior but safer position of the power behind the 
throne Thus, behind the patriarch stands Km matriarch- she raw her 
world by running the man who runs the world for her. 

Under this arrangement, a woman has everything to gam and noth- 
ing to lose, except little vanities. Bring far more down to earth, she 
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prefer* the substance to the shadow. the power to the glory, the reward! 
to the cacrtiou. 

Behold the matrsarch, the peal queen bee, ia all her power. Here 
• the power to manipulate from hiddea aad protected placer She it 
the back teat driver, giving instructions from the owner*! corner. She 
m the Mpreae executive. excellent at delegating the awl burdensome 

Aad the patriarch'' He ia auapiy her foreman, a glorified foreman, 
who ovencci the work « the field*. With his ego well manned by the 
trapping! of nominal Icadcnhip. he gladly supplies hu matriarch, to the 
beat of hie abilities, w«h wealth, honour, status, and fame. Each day he 
spends eighteen hours or more as her agent in the peat, wide, rough 
and tumble world, (or an hour in the morning, and an hour aad a half 
at night, the mspucs and mstracii him to make forays into the world for 
her. Aad while he ia ia has office, working up hypertension or a 
coronary, she lounges at her sauna or her hairdresser's, or she enjoys 
herself shopping, spending hu money, or nattering away with her fellow 
queen bees at the bridge table. Hu arc the risks aad hardships; hers the 
leisured enjoyment of the rewards. Her motto, ia effect, ia this: 


O patriarch, O husband mine! 
Suffer the burdens of leadership. 
Bat hand me ns choicest fruits. 


Should he ever tire of being a figurehead, or should he. horror of 
horrors, threaten to qua hujob. the little wife has fine ways of mtimidal- 
mg her huge, figurehead leader, la a letter to her daughter, one Bntuh 
wife d em o n strated just how easily a wife can quell a rebellion by her 
husband should he even hmt at a. Writing to her daughter Kale, she 
told the following story. 

On that cuenmg your Dad leaped oat of his chair at 8 o'clock, 
oodectcd ha woe bag full of empty Coke but tic* and I thought 
Oh Christ - here go again - lemonade, big spender I 
said I didn't want any - that did < he said he would pi 
ptssed by hunacif and far three hours the air was Blue. I got 
the usual old pdf about how the daughters I loved have spent 
years pleading wah him to leave me - owing to me being sick 
m the mind, but Kt couldn't leave am because A) he is the 
loyal type aad he made up his mind to nuke the best of me 
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•mi B) he was worried about leaving ho children in my care. 
He ni roaring with laughter telling nc he had put m his 
resignation and was leaving ho job on December 31tf and 
once he got that gratuity m hia hands, life was gosng to be all 
women and gambling. I would get nothing out of it. All the 
people I think are my good friends, he said, have all advised 
him to leave me. I thought * all over far two days - not 
having said one word that evening - on Sunday n«ht I said 
to him very quietly - 'Yon arc not going to do what you said 
you would wuk your gratuity and savings - I sweated blood 
ail those years lor you. to save and see that yarn never went 
•uhout anything.' I said, yon just try it mate aad fH get a 
heavy mob ( Kmte's frmvuu fntndi) on to you. that wiB leave 
you to that you won't look in a mirror for the neat twenty years 
and you tell me yuU one more time that I'm tick in the mind 
and 111 kick your teeth so far down your throat that they will 
come out the other end' I banged the table saying ‘do yam 
ufuUntait*i r He was htcralb shaking like a jelly Since then 
he has bee a very nice and I 'm almost certain his shouts about 
leaving the job ( aiy fault ) were a come -an to get known way. 
Anyway as I said, everything ■ now very pleasant . 

Yes! When this nest -slave threatened to abscond with some of the 
proceeds of his life-lung toil (the gratmty and savings), he was brought 
to heel by ka owner. So much (or the not we of the husband as boas to 
hit wife’ 

But why do men settle for a patriarchy that is. alas, a mere facade? 
The answer w quite simple. A facade • the asosl that then rulers will 
allow them, and a facade is the least that wiD make the male ego led 
good enough to endure the burdens of Ins allot cd role Furthermore, 
should men try to subvert matriarchy m order to subsume a genuine 
patriarchy, women will thwart them Men, therefore, tcftic for a 
figurehead patriarchy simply because they must. 
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10. The Double Standard 



Womca who complain about the double tf andard almost always poial 
(O the general tolerance (or male philandering and the contrasting 
ceauvc of female philandering Feminist* additionally cite such thmgi 
at unequal pay foe equal work, m well as the traditional assignment of 
unpaid housework and child rearing to women, and of money -earning 
work outside the home to men But arc these all there ia to the matter'’ 
la what ot her areas of life does the douMc standard operate? And who, 
on balance, gains or loses more from I he overall double standard - men 
or women? 

Here are a few other areas, from the symbolic to the substantive, 
where the double standard operates. 

1) lathe Western World, the wde of a kmg is queen, but i he husband 
of a queen is nut necessarily king Otherwise, why ia Pnacc Phillip, 
husband to Britain's Oucca Elizabeth II, only a prince and not bag? 
And why was Prince Aftiert, husband to Britain's Oucca Victoria, only 
a pnacc and not kmg? Such ts the double standard ia royal nomencla- 
ture. 

2) The rites of lose require that if a man loves a woman, he show it 
by pvmg gifts to, and doing things for, her. however, if a woman loves a 
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rim, she t» r (peeled to thow it by accepting gift \ and services from him 
Thus.forhim.il is better to give thaa to receive, while for her, it abetter 
to receive than to give 

3) Mca arc expected to provide economic support for women. but 
womca are aot expected to support men Indeed, in nearly every 
culture, a man supported by a woman is looked upon with considerable 
disapproval Whether in marriage nr outside it, a kept rnunaa is all right 
whereai a kept man ia not Thia double standard n eaakrined in nac 
Weatern wedding vowam which the man's pledge “all n»y worldly gooda 
with thee to dure” ia not reciprocated bv the woman Thia non 
reciprocity waa long eaahriacd ia law a the USA. There, the htaahand 
waa legally obliged to aapport hia wile, regardlesa ol her income and 
wealth, but the wife had no oblation to mpport her hrnbnod Her 
income «n entirely her own. to spend how ahe pleased She had no 
obhgation to cootrftmic money to support her family, aaleaa her hus- 
band waa unable to earn a Ining would othe r w is e N nm a public 
charge 

4) A mother and a father are not equally reapnruuble for the financial 

auppnrt of then children The reaponadubty upnnaanlywnh the lather; 
only if he died, or was manifestly unable to support them, would the 
respouadnlny become the mot here Thia ta so under US law, and 
ruMomary m many other lands. * 

5) Beauty and virginity arc valued ta women; but physical strength 
and e cono mi c abihty are valued m men. Moreover, if a nun onus a gal 
out of her v u gu u ty.au viewed mth disapproval: in fact, where pre-man- 
tai has at virginity u deemed to dahooour a girl's family, a man could 
be murdered by her vengeful relatives But rf a woman com a man out 
of his wealth, neither a ennse nor aa act catting for vcageaacc u deemed 
to have been commuted. The fdlow a umplv damisaod a* a fool, while 
the gull acumen maybe greatly adorned. Wnhout the double standard, 
both acts would either be censured or commended 

6) Everything possible a allowed (such as adverts with images of 
nude females m provocative poses, as wcN as live women m scanty 
dresses on the streets) which puts men in a stale of sexual Barest; but 
little or aot lung a allowed into the e n v ir onment which would similarly 
disturb women Thus, the cawomncal a polluted into a sexual 
stimulant for mca, but a left sexually serene for women 

7) Mea are framed to initiate sexual coat act; womca to be 
restrained, and even to offer coy resistance to sexual advances from 
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mem. Tk difference ta c oak w i ii g put* control of sexual encounter* 
in (he hand* of women, fur (be one who need* ten lean (or who nuke* a 
•nod show of needing « lew) get* to control the encounter 

t) Where** the world of high nxk n reserved for men. the world of 
maximum safety u reserved lor women Thu u moat blatant in war. 
where women are exempt from the ruk* of bearing arm*, hah* which 
arc obhgatary for men. Lven m thatc extreme ease* where endangered 
to oe ti e* have feit it neccaaary to prepare ihctr enure population, male 
and female, for war. women are rarely obliged to *harc front line duty 
equally w«h men Thu donbic standard grant* men the »we*t privilege 
of being kilted off in early youth. And rf a aly u tacked, the mcn'tntnnl 
fate u to be put to the twurd. Aa far the women, their live* arc usually 
tpnrcd and. at the wont, they arc married or enslaved by the victor*, la 
any erne they favc on 

9) In the divtuan of labour, vnthta each das*, women get the lighter 
aad tea* ruky lack*, whether m the home or outside a Outude the dam 
of the idle rich, in which neither husband nor wtfc need work at ah. both 
do wort ml he home. Leal we forget, (he husbands housework mdudet 
physically auiatainmg the bouse, or even building *. mowing the lawns, 
mending the fence*, aptuimg firewood and guarding the compound 
from intruder*. All this n in addition to whatever he doe* onUafe the 
home to earn i nc om e for the entire family through farming, trading, or 
Mlancd employment. Aa for wort outside the home, m (he poorer 
daaac*. both husband and wife have to earn income. In ihc -working' 
and Buddi e daaaca. the wife ha* the option not to earn income, but the 
huaband doc* aot. la the upper daaaca. 4 ia not respectable far the wife 
to earn income. AN thu loo commute* a double standard that u to 
wom e n'* advantage 

10) It i* *i*o an example of the double Uaadard that male 
chauvinism t* declared temu. but female chauvinism u not la (act. 
feaule chauvinism goes largely uarecognucd aad ancriliciaed. 

Thu knt could be much extended, but (he general picture should bow 
be dear, the brunt of the double uaadard u borne, not by women, but 
by men Yet. thoac women who gripe about -the double standard” do 
not point to the erne* here outlined, and femmut* who claim to be 
crusading for equably don't demand equal treatment m these areas. 

Incidentally, on closer e lamination, even the notion that men have 
■ore sexual freedom lhaa wumca proves to be ilhnory. Srncc a lakes 
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two to (Angle, men, u a group, cannot have even one more instance of 
coitus with women than women base with awn! If (here are more 
philandering men than women, (hen the average philandering woman 
philanders more than the average philandering man' Why, then, it 
there the belief that men art more promiscuous than women'* la part, 
this may he due to men s tendency to boast. But. ns we have faal shown, 
that men boast more dpcs not mean that they fuck more. The arithmetic 
m against that! Also, the averse promiscuous woman tends to keep 
quiet about the matter She conducts her muJupic affairs wuh great 
dttcrctson. The result a an iDuuoa that men arc more promiscuous 
than women. Thun, women's mmplnml about not having equal rights 
to sexual promiscuity turns ant to be a complaint about appearances, 
not about rcafatwa. 

And even m this matter of promiscuity and infidchty, where the 
double standard ostensibly works against women, they manage to turn 
it to good me ui controlling men A wife turns it to her advantage m 
this war “No philandering for me?" she asks “Okay, then If I am to 
Way faithful, you must pay my price You must meet my every wish If 
you don't give me all the money I want for my pleasures. 111 get tf from 
other men Your failure wdl force me to it It would be your fault “ 
Terror at the prospect of hts wrfc prostituting herself for what she wants 
keeps many a man toiling awav. like a gaUev slave, to support her m 
whatever lavish style she would hfcc 

The plight of such a husband ought to be compared wuh what 
happened when a young woman. Solangr. threatened to go into pros- 
titution if her mother. French novelist Aurore Dupin. alias (ieorge 
Sand, refused to support her in the style to which she aspued. Her 
mother simpty called her Muff, and in very revealing words 

Sotangc had separated from her husband, and was bviag in a convent 
on an allowance from her mother She wanted an increase in her 
allowance to enable her start a new and better life in Pahs. Sotaage, 
therefore, wrote her mother, Aurore: 

Having to live in this isolation, with the sound and movement 
of hie all around me - people laughing together, horses 
galloping, children playing in the sunshine, lovers being 
happy - ts not so much a mailer of being bored as of bang 
made to despair People woodcr how g is that guts without 
minds of then own or any sort of education allow themselves 
to drift into a life of pleasure and wee! Can even women with 
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judgement and warm affect urn* he Mire of being able lo fleer 
dear of *1 that V s 

Faced with this subtle Ma ch mai l . Aurorc promptly wrote back; 

The only thing which will console you is money . and a great 
deal of it . I could only give you what you need by working 
twice m hard as I do now. and if I did that I d be dead iu m 
mnothv unce even ay present programme k beyoad my 
strength - beside*. even 4 1 could work twice a* hard and 
keep at U lor a lew more years, what n there to lay that it ia 
my duty lo turn myself into a galley slave or a complete hack 
merely to supply you wuh money to burn? What I can give 
you you shall have. 

So you find u difficult , do you, bcu* lonely aad poor, not 
to step mto a hie of wet? ... It is all you can do to endure 
being cooped up wuhm four walls while women arc latching 
aad horses are galloping outside? 'What a horrible fate.'* as 
Maurice would say . All right then, just try a little vnx . . 
just try he mg a whore. I don't think yuu would make much of 
a success of it ... a woman has gut to be a great deal marc 
beautiful and more intelligent than you arc before she can 
hope lo be pursued, or even sought out by men who arc eager 
and anuous lo pay for her favours . men wuh money to 
spend want wumca who know how lo earn u ** 

Aurorc was having none of u. and said so ia Mum terms. A husband 
faced with the same threat, would (car social disgrace, and would buckle 
aad become a "galley slave - , all became he had undertaken lo economi- 
cally support his wife! Yea. what even a woman s own mother would 
not pul up wuh. her husband is required to endure 

Mindful of this threat of prmtuutma. whereby wives can blackmail 
their husbands, some men m the world's more pragmatic cultures 
operate on the principle that, ao matter what a man provides his wife, 
she may stiff prostitute herself for autre; therefore, grve her as little as 
possible, aad turn a Mind eye lo her wbora^, but <^Vni your children 
from her when they grow bsg enough. This is illustrated m the following 
fictional episode: 
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‘Don't let's *««tc time. Alhap, my children arc at home' Folake 
said shaking her enormous buttocks to him as she walked to the 
bed and undressed at the same time. Karima, shaking all om 
his body, followed up in a school boy's obedience 
In five minutes when they lay spent on the bed. he continued his 
research. 


I’m confused Mama Toym, but why dagracc your husband? You 
mean he doesn't feed you?' 


‘Oh. arc you a stranger in Yorubaland?’ she asked slowly and 
gasped for more breath ‘I think this country ranks among the 
leaders in the rate of adultery in the world . .* 

•why r he feigned seriousness. 


'I will tell you. You see what you men here do is that when the 
woman ysns you m the matrimonial home, you gyve her some 
pakry sum of money to start some business, in nut cases trading. 
Thai is al. All (hat the woman and the children wiB need; 
feeding and clothing and everything, ts fin a nce d from tha trade. 
What they refuse to know n that the profit from the trade may 


meant that nuncy has to be taken from the capital of the 
business. You do that and the business star ts to decline. There 
is nothing you can tcB the husband to win his sympathy 


Under that situation, some women reciprocate by bearing children 
for different men, with or without formally marryii^ any of them. They 
then collect from each as hefty a sum for business or child support as 
they can extract. An aspect of tha practice n reported in this story from 
a Lagos hairdressing salon: 


Omoba announced her intent ion of making a name change 
She. formerly known as Mrs Omoba Y was now to be ad- 
dressed as Mrs Omoba Z. I can't give you a report on 
whether all documents were to remain valid or not My guess 
though ts that there are no documents' Omoba was 
changing her (marital) status for the sixth time because she 
had just had her sixth child for the sixth man! That is to say. 
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every I«k Omobn had a child, she look on ihc last name o f 
the nun . Omobe's pumt »u that. a «u all well and good 
lo want or expect a man to nuke a comma me at formally but. 
-what if he conkin'! or wouldn't She believed the nest bed 
thing for a amun'i prolcctioo ia lo adopt his name ( knobs 
believed that havme a child for a man was aa mayor an event 
as marriage itself ** 


Aa we have seen, each doable standard, including that which ia mual 
on wom e n's minds, works lo men's disadvantage. and helps lo guarantee 
at least ok of women's numerous privileges Yet feminists purport lo 
cru s ad e against the double standard m order lo remove as dread 
vantages lo women' Sow. wouldn't a be nice if feminism ready wanted 
a single standard of human freedom? Wouldn't it be nice to have a 
single code of conduct for the bones* and the ok? And wouldn't it be 
mcc if that code specified that neither should devour the other? 
Wouldn't that be sunpfv wonderful for the on' 

be treated the same, to have identical rights and respoastbiktie* would 
be hkc forcing right hands mto left gloves Yet some hrilkaat feminnt* 
would have ua believe that that would be freedom' 

While some double standards arc inherent m the complement anty 
of male and female, there arc many which mt not: the latter could be 
abolished without harm, except to women s privileges Drem code* 
could be either drab (or all, or sexually provocative for afl, adverts could 
flaunt the appropriate male characteristics, as ubiquitiousty and 
provocatively as they do female sexual characteristics, so that the en- 
vironment » as erotically unsettling fur women as g u made for men 
Women could be treated the same as men in war. so they can nsk death 
equally 

If every abohahaMc doable standard were abolmhcd. many of men s 
handicaps in hie would vanish With a mountain pf male duahdNics 
thus removed, men would begin to rue toward equality n hardships and 
privileges with women 
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11. The Silly Souls of Men 




IV head of (V average nua a packed mill ulty beliefs about sea aad 
«wnc« Like lumet at bonne that boot I V ego, these beliefs cloud up 
man s perception. and leave him swaggering and staggering through hfc 
hkc a hopeless drank, to be taken advantsgc of by any woman who wants 

t& 

Among the Boat notorious at hts beliefs arc that women arc weak 
aad fragile, that men arc deverer than women, that women arc fickle, 
patent, irrational, helpless and sentiment at. that men are superior to 
women in the natural order at tV universe, that women arc mysterious. 
These beliefs are so palpably silly that any dear -eyed and fair m in d e d 
observer can only agree with Mane Corelli who spoke of the “silly souk 
of men '* 1 by which women entrap them 

A sober look at IV actual world yields quae a different picture It 
shows that women arc far less fragile and weak I Kan they pretend to be; 
that women arc deverer than men. that their fickleness, passivity, 
irrationality and helplessness arc calculated instruments at power, that 
wnmea are far less sentiment si but more down-to-earth, cynical and 
ruthless than men; that, m so far as a natural order esmts. women arc, 
wuhm a. superior to men. sod that women arc not mysterious at all. but 
only appear so owing to male foolishness Let us go through these 
popular male illusions and see how botfly they accord with l V rcabties. 
and how women use then to csplo* and rule men. 

Arc women weak aad fragile? At any rate, are they as weak and 
fragile as male pride anagiacs them to be? As we could all venfy for 
ourselves, some area arc physically stronger than some women, aad 
some women are stronger than some mca. Even if it is true that, on 
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average, and m specific aspects, men are stronger than women, the 
difference u routinely exaggerated, by men so aa to boost their egos, 
and by women to as to get men to do t lungs for them, 

I was once helping a fncad help hn girlfneod move her bdorgu** 
out of a New York apartment. After inking a heavy trank down to the 
moving van. we were huffing and puffing our way back up the Main. At 
soon as the woman and a girlfriend of hers taw at. they dropped a 
matlreaa they were earning to the elevator, and began to complain that 
it was too heavy* Yet. before they taw at. they earned M with no viaMe 
drfficuky 

The idea of the stronger male n often dramatized by the tm^c of a 
weak, defence test wife cowe r in g before Mows from her huge husband 
Yet m o d e m s of husbands who arc battered by then much stronger 
wives abound. Much n not heard of these for two reasons, male pride 
would not advertise the (act, and wom en 's dissembling often gives the 
impression that the husband battering wife is herself the battered wife 
Here is a story of a dtsscmbhng bedroom terrorist, as it was repotted a 
the Nigerian press by a woman columnist 

last recently, a colleague recounted his experience with uoc 
of his neighbours Cotenaats used to look at the husband of 
this woman with distaste - what with her constant shrifts of 
pain and cncs that her husband was bealug the life oat of 
her. On the dav in question, mv colleague amid no longer 
stand the woman s heart rending cries for help He tried the 
couple s door, it waa Inched at asunl (>m of desperation, he 
daubed through to then balcony to try to appeal to the 
callous man through then bedroom window He toU me: I 
was surprised to find the woman ruling on the back of her 
husband and giving turn a good pummelling, and at the same 
tune screaming " the lop of her voice that she was being 
beaten to death ' 1 

As m the matter of physical strength, the customary contrast be- 
tween female fragility and male sturdiness enables women to push unto 
men as much as possible of the world's tough and risky jobs Because 
« helps them to exploit men. women hove a vested interest m making 
theme he* look more fragile than they really are. In (ad. one of the 
perennial objectives of female faahsoa a to heighten the ifiusua of 
female fragiltfy. 
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TV dnuca aaed for V purpose have ruycd from fool binding w 
old Chinn, throngh tight corsets that produced on (V nomen of Vic- 
toria* England t V iUussoo of an honrgLau want, just watting to break; 
to tV high-heeled ahoea of (V modern Weal. TV Victorian iBmion of 
(crank fragility win given bath a physical and a psychological duacaaioa. 
through a aelf-preaeatatian which combined a thin w* ut. a pale skin 
which showed every Nash, and famtiag fits which called (or uneUing 
salts. Such a woman would appear to fragile m body and kmiI that any 
gallant nun would feel obhged to reach out and support her. 

In 20th century Wealem faahw*. tV high heel n tV foundation for 
tV elaborate dngunmg of female tl urdmes*. Conaider a woman who 
ha* dieted bench down to twiggy thmaes*. who unfit Vnclf otto a skirt 
that ia tight about tV knena or ankle*, hmdcrmg her from taking long 
and vigorous Undo*, who then pcrchca henclf an stiletto heck, to 
produce an cwerall effect of a tad. thin, willowy masquerade walking on 
wobbly tiiht TV unprcaaion tV has carefully created ia of aa adult 
who cannot balance firmly on her own two feet Like aa invalid who enn 
hardly atand up straight, her figure erica out for help, for a alurdy man 
to sweep her off Vr feet and carry her across a windy street, or up a hill 
path, or better yet. for some gallant who will pull up beside Vr in a RoOs 
Royce and save her tV obvious difficulty of walking down tV street. 
Given Vr self -created image of helplessness, what man would be 10 
ill-mannered, so ungallnnt as to ask Vr to cmry a heavy, bulky boa and 
step acroas a gutter? 

A nss outc got a woman to lake off her high heck and Vr knee tight 
skirt. As aV Mood oo Vr stodu^cd feet, as firm and stable oa tV 
ground as one of Degas' dancers. V recl ai med 


Look at those ankles' Look at thaw cakes' Where s tV 
fragile, willowy woman who was st^genag m tV brtexe a 
whale ago? So that s what those high heck arc about? So 
that's what Ughl-kaccd slum arc about? 

At whack tV lady packed up Vr handbag and struck him, drawing blood 
from has Up! Ye*, women's craftiness m hiding their sturdiness and 
strength n estraordinary 

Women aaay not be m weak or fragile as they look; but areal men 
certamly deverer? Now, now, men tV cleverer sea? These creatures 
that women foal wttb n bit of face paint Vre, tome finery there, and a 
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incite of Klrcu lean, or confuted with a diver of ihigh itetnc 
through a spta m the skirt? TlKaeksobtdto.downllirnuitfilMtlarT.iuvr 
been Hack wuh clearing ike marshes. digging ike coal, and getlmg 
bloodied in battle? Tkev ike cleverer tea 1 * Ridiculous, timpb 

lUkrinl 

Leaf we forget, ckveracss n not drmnnttrated bv mi mg unci with 
Ike karded. doited, rbkied joha m Ike world, but by dumping them on 
olkcrv Even in Ike routine matter of wMHitfig a kvtng. anv woman wko 
docaaT want to he bothered with * manages In dump it on tome man 
euher her father, or her kwer. or her kutbnrtd. or her tom and sonsin 
law. Yet who arc to duptd at to claim that they are cleverer than 

la the Wed, tome of them men. especially the brawny robot* who 
are to easily manipulated by women. wtU go so far as to tpcak of the 
'dumb blonde" at Ike ultimate ta human dupKbty Yet. to look into ike 
mailer m to discover that the allegedly dumb blonde it ao tuck iking' 
She lrvc» nek by capcndmg bilk more than the ycUowuctt of her hair 
She met her yellow hair lo rule the heart and pick ike pocket of tome 
blonde -obsessed macho wuh more money than mate. She laughx her 
way through an caty hie and iato a hefty lahcritancc If aaythu^. the it 
t great manmi/er of returns. cleverly getting the bed of kfc wuh the 
lead effort Frankly, the proverbial 'dumb blonde' n probably the 
ctevrred thing in the world 

And if a 'dumb blonde' n actually duptd at thirst whkh need 
MMellcctual tophntication. wed why not’’ In her world, all the mentaJ 
cakdheatci the aecdt n to tay her wish and tome blonde -druefc macho 
would move mountains lo talnfy a. Any wonder if the should fail lo 
eacrcitc. let alone build up her brainpower' Anyway, however dumb a 
'dumb blonde* actually m. the it dill cleverer than any man the rukt 
through Hu worship of her yellow hair, for how can one he cleverer than 
owe t ruler'* la aav cate, the degree of a ‘dumb blonde's' dumbness tt 
a direct measure of jud how talk beams it takes a woman lo rule even 
the c levered of men 

It mud be conceded that a beautiful woman dots not need much 
brarastogrt what the wants a hie As the Igbo tay. beauty is woman's 
wealth. Stupid though a beautiful woman may he, when she presses the 
appropriate button on kn ego. some Ng. clever rrkwt mil do her 
bidding If the tarn: "I bet yon areal man enough to hit that rock." tat 
taunted ego would respond "Not auaenotutfi to lift that talk pebble r 


And to prove that be « indeed Superman. our Samson will sprain ku 
spine and rub a bonu lo lift a ten ton roci all by himself. 

Faced with the chore of dots* the family accounts*, the will dip out 
of it by saying 'Darling' You know I don't have a bead for numbers. 
Be an angel and give your brilliant atteatsoo to these bank statements." 
And to bvcnp to the flattery, he will work all night <m the accounts while 
she gets her beauty sleep Yet. sD that notwithstanding, the robot 
actually beheves that he is cleverer than ho manipulator' 

Women, alas, are m* stupid But being brilliant manipulators, (hey 
choose lo appear stupid so as not to wound the male ego with the truth. 


n it sorely tempted to (top (turn 


Angel in the House." would whuper to her (aa it reportedly did lo 
Virginia Woo If) 


Be sympathetic, be tender; Batter; deceive; i 
and wBes of our sen ‘ 
a mind of your own. 


And why should she not obey? What does she lose by shorn* her slave 
lo beheve whatever nonsense makes him work tirelessly far her? 

Men do need to look with skeptical eye* a* women's shorn of 


•rapidity When men do. they wiB discover. prohaNy to then ahneh. that 
khi calculated stupidity m the service of cupidity Aad they must 
concede that it tal 


Men claim that women arc fickle, passive, irrational, helpless and 
sentimental To the extent that these claims are true, these charac- 
teristics are not the marks of weakness or inferiority which men presume 
them to be: rather, they are proof of women's supremacy, aod they also 
serve as look of female power. 

Isn't fickleness a trait of arbdrary power? Any subordinate soon 
learns not to be fickle toward his superior; fickleness in a subordinate 
u called unreliability, and U is one luxury he cannot afford unless he 
wishes to be fired. Only male despots, like Stalin or Lonia XIV, can be 
at fickle at the averse woman 


Aad isn't passivity a mark of enormous power aad privilege? Note 
how the ceaseless actraty of worker bees serves the passive queen bee! 
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And uni much of wnoun t thorn of irrationality a part of her power 
pity, a ruse to frustrate men into yielding to her whatever t* at wae? 
She puts on an ad to irrational that the exasperated man, in exchange 
for tome peace and vanity around the home, grants her whatever it it 
she wants When seen in their proper light, her fickleness, passivity and 
irrationality arc not signs of weakness or inferiority, bat rather testa 
meats to woman's superior powers They arc. indeed, act the traits of 
serfs bat (he privileges of princesses 

The illusion of female helplessness is also a handy weapon against 
men. It ought to be pretty obvious especially after the triumphs of 
wo me n m previously nsaic carters that anythin man can do woman can 
alto do. except msenunate women. So woman is. intrinsically, no more 
helpless than man But exaggerating her helplessness serves her well: 
it helps to get men to work for her. from opening doors to fighliag wars 
that safeguard her interest* On the domestic front, she frequently takes 
the most outrageous advantage of her alleged helpl es s n ess For in- 
stance. consider thss case of a man who discovered hn wife's afidehty 
Confronted with the evidence, the eventually confessed, but added: "I 
shan't see him anymore; if yon left me, I wouldn't know whnl to do”. 
With hn gallantry thus (r iggcrcd by her alleged helplessness, he let her 
get away w*h her serious breach of ihcar martial contract! 

The male illusion t hat women arc tcniuncntal probably derives from 
the fact that women arc given to such emotional displays as hugging and 
crying, indulge in baby-talk with babies, and arc avid readers and 
prolific writers of r om a nces It is therefore presumed that they are not 
ruthless, tough minded or cynical As usual the realities are rather 
different 

In a letter to Madame MoM, an old family friend of hers. Florence 
Nightingale, the famous Lady with the Lamp, said 


Yon say women arc more sympathetic than men Now if I 
were to wmc a book out of my experience. I should begin. 
Women have no lympmtAy Yours is the tradition - mine h 
the conviction of experience 1 

One mother, writing to one of her daughters, said of another 
daughter 
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Annie » a hard wee nut. don't get taken in by her lean, the 
can turn them on at the touch of a button. 

That should make us wonder at any wumaascwr ready river of actress’ 
lean! 

And m comparing her father. Pandit Nehru, with herself, Indira 
Gandhi said: 


I am teat romantic and emotional than he was. Women arc 
more down to earth than men. 


Theac Hamm arc borne onl by a recent reaenreh on European and 
American women by Profcaaor Donald Kanler. According to a preta 
report. 


Kanler. a psychologist at Boat on University, conducted a 
tnrvey of 2250 European women (or an advertising firm. He 
uncovered layer npoa layer of staggering cynicism.' Eight 
onl of 10 wom e n thought moat peopl e lie to get what they 
want, more than 80 per cent agreed that people inwardly 
dulikc putting t hemic Net out to help othcrv and that it 
harder aad harder to make true fncoda. I'd aped the 
gentler ta to be softer. more charitable,' Kanler concluded. 
The rctpaoact we got thawed moat European women think 
people arc ban, reality ia money, and an unselfish person is 
a pathetic figure That's why they despised Jimmy Carter ' 
Kanler ha* now finished a new survey of middl e data 
American wives and ndumayed by the results About SO per 
cent be hew that mod people arc just out for themselves aad 
nearly two-thirds agree with the European women that by 
and large human being* are selfish. mendacious aad money 
mad. ‘The central tendencies are quite alarming,' Kanler 
said J never expected to see numb er s to large'* 

Poor Professor Kanler! One of his cherished illauont about women 
seems to haw been shattered, and be seems quite shocked! One may 
well marvel at the sentnncntnl education which Minded him to women's 
basic cynicism Anyway, if Florence Nightu^alc and Indira Gandhi are 
to be hebeved. Kanler * finding is not outlandish, and the cynic in Mn 
America is the cynic in every gvl. 


Man's behcf tha( he h naturally superior to wnmai u per hap* the 
greatest tribute ever paid to ataie cooent by wilful blind new evidence 
to the contrary n everywhere Just conaider this All that a woman hat 
to do for sex. whether for pleasure or procreation, it tignal her 
availability and. tuilcw the u unspeakably ugly aad U inking, there will 
be a a impede of men competing far the chance to tervice her. The 
poor devil* mutt thaw their credential*, and mutt pat* whatever lest the 
set* or the will deny them access to herself. Yet a it these very males 
- who have to Tight and daw at one another, who have to woo, cajole, 
beg or even resort to rape to gain access to her - it it these very pitiful 
nude* who proudly declare themselves superior to her! They coo- 
vememty forget (for then own ego's sake) to ask What would they 
thcaaadvea say of candidates who claimed to be superior to those who 
interviewed, judged, selected and admitted them to positions for which 
they went down on their knees to beg? 

The notion of male taperionty is a noanr myth, a compensatory 
boast, born of men's acute coasaousaess of inferiority Rather than 
being inferior to man. woman's superiority is incontestable, and it based 
an the womb After ad. the achievements of even a Caesar are but 
credentials which he tenders before a woman when he competes with 
rival suit art for the use of her womb 

Man's tease of woman's mysteriousaess was there at the dawn of 
history, and persists till this day. Ancient Pharaonic Egyptians recorded 
it in the saying; "One does not ever discover the heart of a « 

■mimr lk.fl MM Uau rlitf* tlv *" A IQlk iwynn RrrfKkn (n 


anymore than ooc knows the sky * 
Patmore, echoed them 


A 19th century Britisher. Coventry 


A woman is a foreign land. 

Of which, though there he settle young. 


And even Sigmund Freud, the great explorer of the k 


» psyche. 


And 0*1 my day. you will find tome mm wawWrt baffled win asking 
Ike *ame perennial question: "What doc* a woman want?" 

Why do men find women to baffling • The aamcr. a* a German 
woman. Eva Fftt. pul «. athaf "eu'i vtuon of wnua it not objective, 
but aa uneasy combmatma of what he wishes her to be."® Of course, 
this lack of an objective view is precisely why woman, who he does not 
allow honself to see as the is, baffles man If he ever look (he trouble 
to observe and study unman, instead of projecting kn f an t asi es aad 
wakes onto her. he would find her much lesa of a mystery. 

la my view, men would understand women much better by avonkag 
one subjective error. B ec ause mea t chief mtcrest ta women is sexual, 
men are prone to think that women % duef iatcrcst ta men n also scauaL 
la so domg. they over look ihcpomt that men and woaaca are b i o l o gi c ally 
complementary rather tkaa id ea l i c al. and that, therefore, thru maia 
interest ia each other would he complementary rather than identical 
Thu elementary error is the key to men's historic usability to understand 
women When women s behaviour is analyzed from the standpoint of 
men's interest* aad needs, S becomes lacamprchcasiMc, and qmte 
rightly too. 

Women, of course, do not make a similar mistake, they do not 
confuse men s key mtcrest m women with their own ta men Having 
grasped men’s key interest in women, they use it to analyse men s 
behaviour, and that is why they Had men so transparent that one woman. 
Jackie Robb, could say "You can tell all you need to know about a man 
by the way he peels aa orange 1 By the way. that women so easily 
understand men. aad (hat men find women so baffling, a additional 
evidence that women arc deverer than men 

However, a should not be loo difficult for (hose who have under 
stood the mysteries of the universe, including evolution and quantum 
physics, to understand women, provided they look and ice aad thmk 
If men start from the complement aro of the sexes, if they accept that 
men pursue wealth, fame, honour aad power for the love of women (Lc. 
w order to trade these for access to a womb), if they heed the Igbo saying 
that beauty is woman s wealth aad wealth man's beauty, thca they would 
realise how natural X u for wom en 's aim to be the trading of their womb 
and beauty for a share of men's weak h. fame, booour. power, and status 
By focussing on women's key mtcrest. women's behaviour b e c o m es 


On the whole. contrary to nea t ego- boost tag illuaman, man may be 
(be brawnier and br auucr ice woman ■ not the weaker but the wiher 
tcx. However helpless and neatimcm al women may appear lo be, in 
thorn thing* which matter to them they arc leu sentimental leu naive, 
more cynical, more ruthless. and more tcaabom than men. If men 
could be even half an fickle, passive or irrationaJ m women are. wouldn't 
their lot be earner? An lor the dopaa that women arc a net inferior to 
men, it in umpty stupid Nobody who known the wayn of the world would 
a cce p t iL Ank Chaucer, i 

in of women, ilia a al 
All these silly ■ 

c men. and that a why mother*, and al other* 

g t*«« (jmpel iky 
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12. Man's Fear of Woman 




The nyths ou> Uadi cacodc oua'i apcncoct o( « 
to be (eared (eared aa mother and as consort. Wot 

1 provoke* terror, im other aspect, it k 
tik (ear - that woman inspires ■ man. 

As the Great Mather, woman enjoys the awe due to one who brings 
forth Me, as well as the reverence and loyalty due to the child's nurse, 
nonrisher. teacher, healer, trainer, and first refuge (ram danger, la her 
awe mspmag aspect, which breeds a hab* ol obedience, woman a 
represented m the patheons of many lands: as Egyptian Aset Isa (god 
dess at birth, goddess at the Earth, restorer at Me to Asarc/Osnw, ruler 
■a heaven, on earth and m the world below); as fnthrw at the Hindus 
(goddess at the Earth, vegetation deity who rescued the world from 
famine), as Omecnsat! at the A/tecs (mother at the human race); aa 
Gaea at the Greeks and Terra at the Romans (mother at the gods, 
universal anther, personifying the Earth); as Ala of the Igbo (earth 
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goddeaa. goddc** of creativity. guardian of Morality), la all theac guacv 

Maa't hah* of obeying aether a pan of the enduring make up of 
tho»c great maefco dictator* who. all their hvea, remain obedient mama * 
boy* Strong women e*ecutivc\. whether in buaineaa or politic*. who 
donunate their lieutenant v are ta pan able to do to by evoking in the 
men thew childhood awe of Mot her- who- mutt -be -obeyed. 

Many myth* and legend* abo record maa't fear of woman at a 
devouring contort, at ooc wham company it fatal to aua't liberty and 
advent ur out tpirit. Let ut coatidcr a few. the Babylonian myth of 
Gdgamcthi encounter w«h Uhtar; the (.reek legend of Odytteut 
wrugglc* agaiati Calypto. Chcc and the Siren*, and the Hebrew myth 
of Adam* pathetic fall at a tly thove from hit coaton Eve. 

la the epic of CiUgameiH we read that Ithtar prayed (iilgameth to 
be ha canton, and (itlgaamth ant we red m tcora, enumerating her 
previoat lover* and their hartk fact; 

Which of your lover* have you loved forever? 

Which of your huk thepherd* ha* c ontinued to plcaac you? 

Come, let me aame your lover* for yon. 


You loved a thepherd. a herdunaa. 
who cadlcatJy put up cake* for you 
and every day Uaughtered kid* for you. 

You (truck him. turned him into a wolf 
Hu own boy* drove him away, 
and hit dog* tore ha hide to bitv 

You loved ahn lihullanu. your father * gardener, 
who endlevdy brought you ha*kct* of dale* 
and every day made the table jubilant 
You bfted your cyea to hun and weal to him: 

'My lihullanu. let at take pleasure ta your strength 
Reach out your hand and touch my vulva?* 
lihullanu can) to you. 

'What do you want from me? 

Mather, rf you don't cook. I don't eat. 

Should I cat the bread of bad fafth. the food of cunca? 
Should I be covered with nuhet agamy the cold?' 
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Yew heard ha am wet 

You (truck him. turned him ialo a fn« 

You act him to dwell in the middle of the garden, 
where he can mate neither upward nor downward 

So you'd love me m my turn and. aa with them, act my fate ** 


When (itlgamcch. having learned from (he fates of ha predecessors, 
turned down Ishtar s advances, what did she do’ Feeling spurned, the 
earned her father Aon. god of the heavens and father of the gods, to 
create a heaven hull which devoured (iilgamcsh's warriors, killing 
hundreds before it was slain by (iilgamcsh and Eahidu, his partner in 
arms. Ah Ishtar. terrible Ishtar. cruel, callous and capricious goddess 
of love. Whose embrace may neither he accepted nor spurned wuhout 
danger! Ah Ishtar. personification of the terrible core of woman m- 


love, as men experience her! 

Odysseus, in his encounters with the Sirens, with C alypso and with 
Circe, survived attempts to hire, trap and hold him prisoner by woman- 
in-love. 


Fust, who were the Sirens' They were lovely tea maidens who bred 
men to detf met ion with tosqp which men could not resist Outside of 
mythology, a siren ia anv woman on the street, any seductive and 
destructive ftrnmt fataJe. who fascinates a man with her eyes, her voice, 
her bearing, or some other riveting action or attribute, and hires him to 
his rum in one form or another Odysseus survived ha encounter wish 
the Sircus by waxing up the ears of ha ship’s crew so m to make them 
deaf to the songs, and hy having himself tied tight to the mast of ha ship 
He was thus able to enjoy the mrhantmg songs of the sirens as he sailed 

sad to ha doom 

Aad what about Calypso' Whea Odysseus landed on her aland, the 
nymph received him kmdty. looked after him. proposed to marry him, 
and planned to give him immortahty and ageless youth, if only he would 
remain with her fur ever. Why dal all that uot persuade Odysseus to 
stay? He had other plans. After ha years away at the Troyan war, he 
was keca to gel home to ha wife aad ton. Calypso had no sympathy for 
that. Hoping to habituate him to herself, she plied him with hospuabty. 
and kept him on her island for eight years, kept him there a ‘cold lover 
with an ardent dame" (after) The nymph had Im* ceased to please 
She aught have kept him prisoner lor the rest of ha life had Zeus, king 
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of the gods. out intervened mad ordered her to give him up Now. an 
aua who tone* hu liberty, who hat other plant for hu We. would 
welcome being held against hit wishes, however gently and sumptuous 
!y. even with a promise of taunortal youth. 

Circe wait be sorceress who turned men mto swine WhcaOdytacua 
came to her aland, he teal hu men out to explore it They found the 
home of Circe She welcomed them, fed them pottage, and then, with 
a wave of her nape wand, turned them into pigy, and ordered them off 
to her pigsty for later daughter Only Eurylochus escaped to tell 
Odysseus what had happened After consulting hit gods, who told him 
how to rctitt Circe s charms, Odysseus id out to meet Circe and rescue 
hit men 

Let ut consider Circe s tricks and how Odytaeut countered them 
Her Tint trick was to serve him drugged pottage, which would weaken 
his resistance to her magic, and then to wave her wand and order him 
off to the pigsty When her pottage and wand technique failed, she 
didn’t pvt up. but tried another trick She shrieked, fell on her knees, 
burst into tears, and mvited turn to her bed. where she planned to rob 
him of hu courage, and so reader him susceptible to her magic wand 
To counter her tears and sex appeal, Odysseus drew hu resolute sword 
When capitulating, Circe praued Odysseus, saying “you must have a 
heart in your breast that is proof against nil enchantment."* 7 That was 
high prawc indeed' She added. ‘I beg you now to put up your sword 
and some with me to my bed, to that in love and sleep we may learn to 
trust one another."" 

The encounter betwe en Circe and Odysseus illustrates that, when 
tangling with a woman's desire, a man is embattled wgb a predatory 
goddess whose appetite n implacable Any man who would thwart her 
needs all the guile and discipline of an Odysseus, plus the good counsel 
of hit gods Any man who would keep hu freedom must ala o be 
prepared to use violence tl need be Woman, bkc the slave burner, wants 
to live If you don’t want lobe captured, you must make U dear that an 
attempt on your liberty wifl cost the attcmptcr s life Nothing fern will 
make her back away and leave you alone 

Note also that t n only in defeat that Circe finally accepts a relation- 
ship based on love and trust OnK when a man hunting woman is 
persuaded that she cannot enslave you is the prepared to settle for a 
friendship which, to her nature, is only second best Alas, a beast of 
prey does not take easily to fair cachaagr. a parasite does mu take easily 
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to aymiwosas Men who mtal on faarnc vs m rciaiauaihips wuh women 
■ml have a resolute heart proof against all enchantment, m well a* a 
sharp and ready awued. and the will 10 inc U on any would be cnalavcr. 

The mao-ent rapping spa* of Laiypsoand Luce a echoed in Barbra 
Streisand's famous line* about a woman in love who would do anything 
to get a man into her world and hold him wuhia. Man i test of that 
entrapment n expresaed in Ihu Japanese poem: 

Take me in your arm*, uud the wvunan 

The naan took her. And remained, lor the real of ha hie. 

Between her hands." 


Women may delight ui awch a proapect. men. aatu/aih. fear it. and 
therefore fear women. 

The moat important leaaaa from Odysseus's encounter! with there 
women u that the kn of a man in the bands of a woman hungry for a 
consort depends on him. If he allow* himself to be trapped and lamed, 
hm lot wtll be enslavement, if he stands his ground, he could escape, or 
at least enact an equitable and symbiotic re l at ion s h ip 

It is perhaps significant that though Odysseus was able, wuh advice 
from his guardian gods and godd es s es , to scheme his way out of the 
fangs of Lme. he had to rely on a direct order from Zeus, the all power • 
ful. 10 effect his release from Calypso. Docs this not suggest that it is 


we air net of resolve, like Calypso, than from the not-so-gcotk Circes 

more dangerous to the liberty of a man 

Nevertheless, if a man must choose between a Calypso and a Cnee, 
which should he choose as hn mate? Better a Calypso than a Cnee, for 
Calypso's heart w aot a Mock of flint She knows what pay is; she hm 
some sense of what is (air. and one could negotiate a deal wuh her. 


Which u most uabkch with a Circe, whose style of dormant am a not 
amenable to negotiation or compromise, not until she w decisively 
defeated, and perhaps not even then. The wonderful thing about the 
adventures of Odysseus is that he is a master of ruses, one from whom 
many survival tracks mav be learned. Ha cacountrrs wuh the Sweat, 
wuh Calypso and wuh Cnee ought to be used to tench standard lessons 
to adolescent boys as they began rclationshipt wuh predatory women. 

The Hebrew mvth ol the Fail of Man a usually read as the alary of 
the fall of the human specie*, male and female together, from paradise. 
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and of Mt banishment to a life of tod aad hard 


idc (Ik primeval 
c specific (all than that Ita 
kernel a the *ory of the fall of man below woman, of bow Adam, 
onpnalh lord aad master over Eve Us consort, was pushed, fell aad 
became Eve's slave. 

I( is the story of a bnikaM coop whe r e b y woman, pleading the 
i of labour which 
c tasks sad nsky adventures of 
society For cat tag the apple gives to bus by Eve, Adam was cos 
dcauicd to eke out a living by the sweat of hit brow, aad to sustaia his 
childrca aad ha duld-heanag coaaort. Eve’s a 
to fi> rcsposaiUhty far the a 
God. 

It a only natural (bat maa should fear woman for the success of her 
fuadamcatal amp. It is natural for ssaa to fear a /«mmr fatale who 
tsraed the tables of power as him. and enoogned him to a life of risks 
assd tail. Given the very strong aversion al primates have to snakes and 
saake-bke forms, it is even more aMsral for maa to fear a peraoa who 
traffkhs with, and is a confidante of. snakes 

These myths encapsulate the male eape ri e a ce of woman as consort. 
They arc sometimes ex p er ie nc ed m Ishtar. whose desire may aenher be 
satisfied nor spurned without danger; or as Chce, the enslaving 
magician; or as the Sirens, the deadly enchantresses, or as Calypso, the 
gent le unprttoner and weakeoer of resolve; or m Eve, the temptress who 
communes wuh snakes and reduced maa to a kfe of hard labour Then 
co m mo n lesson to men K FEAR WOMEN? The average maa reacts 
to them thus If Adam, the father of all. fell before Eve, who am I to 
resist a daughter of Eve? Yes, Gtlgaomsh aad Odysseus overcame those 
»; but do I have the taleats and resolute wilts of those 
m? Yes, mdeed, FEAR WOMEN, aad if and when (hey catch 


A psychological donate of fear greatly helps the artntrary ruler Just 
as the many, though impbatly stronger, arc rnUbucd from overt h rowing 
the* ruler aad his handful of guards, so loo the cowed man, even if 


female power can hold sway without brute force. The operative prm 


Cow the spmt, awe the mind, 

Aad you don't have to whip the body. 


13. The Baby as Wife’s Weapon 



A baby it a brcathmg. bawhi* flesh and bones dub with which a 
wau cm beat a man down lo l he ground, and compel hun to toil for 
bet. Even an embryonic baby, a mere speck of a foctua m her womb, 
will do just fine when a woman wants to bead a man lo her wdL When 
the fctt tired of uipportmg herself. the can throw her carta uato tome 
ha pkc\ man by getting he recti pregnant by him, knowing full well that 
a would take a moat hcartlcaa man to abandon their child, and that 
where the baby goes, the, m mother and nunc, would tag along. That 
a why then baby n probably a wdes ultimate tool for getting, holding 
and exploiting her huabnnd. 

A woman who tncfci a man mto getting her pregnant known that, 
however reluctant he may be to become her neat clave, the can count 
on the baby's arrival to weaken hit rcaohc. Fuat, the bnby will pull on 
its lather's heartstrings m a way which nothing clac can Hit protective 
feelings for the helpless dougbhall, ho sense cl rcspoosibihly for the 
tender half -creature of hit toms, wifi make it difficult for him to chase 
away the mother to whose breast the suckling dings so desperately. 
Secondly, his male peers will pressure hun to do his duly by the child, 
regardless of whatever haatiby he may fed towards its mother for 
tricking hun. Though smmosgy may grow between him and her, he will 
be urged to stay with her for the baby's sake Which is why a baby m a 
powerful man-trapping weapon m a woman's hands. 

If a baby's little clenched fist can to tenaciously hold aa unwilling 
man for its mother, imagine what it can do for her if the man wflmgfy 
helped m making the baby. Beside hu instinctive protectiveness toward 
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his he I pic u infant, bonk hn fear of tonal censure should the infant 
suffer neglect, a tWd factor would come into play, namely. hi* own 
realms for wanting the child If he wanted U oat of a deurc for an heir, 
or a successor. or an unman ah/rr of hn name, ha ambitioa would be 
defeated ihoald anything advene happen to the child But wouldn't the 
child* i future be endangered if n» mother should neglect or abandon U? 
Would he ever forgrve humeif if ha own conduct gave her an esnac to 
abandon or neglect the child? Became erf ha ambitions for the child, 
the baby be comet a powerful —trument of blackmail in hia wife's hands. 

Therein hca the significance for a mother of the arrival of her first 



acquired at her wedding. That is why * ia a celebrated moment in her 
earner. Cdnaader tha c nccrp t from a tong ruled "A Mother to her 
First -bom - 


O my duld. now indeed I am happy 
Now indeed I am a wife - 
No more a bride, but a Mother of -one 
Be splendid and magmficent. duld of desire. 

Be proud, aa I am proud 
Be happy, aa I am happy 
Be kwed, aa now I am loved. 

Child, child, duld. love I have had from my man. 

But now. only now. have I the fullness of love 
Now. only now. am I hn wife and the mother of ha first -bora. 
Hn soul n safe in your keeping, my child, and it was UJ. who 
have made you. 

Therefore am I loved 
Therefore am I happy 
Therefore am I a wife 
Therefore have I great honour. 

You will tend hn shrine when he n gone 
With sacrifice and ablation you will recall hn name year by 
year. 

He will bvc in your prayers, my duld. 

And there will be ao more death for lum. but ever! an mg bfc 
■prmgiag born your lams. 

You arc hn shield and spear, hn hope and redemption from 
the dead. 
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Through you he will be reborn, u the sapling* in the Spring. 
And 1. 1 am (be mother of Ins Tint- bont 
Sleep, duld a f benuty and courage and fulfilment. deep 
I am combi * 


The tong eiprcuci the mother'* happiness, and her icnac of fulfil 
meat, at the coming of her foil -born. She rejoices bccauac of the power 
whtch her fim -burn fpvet her ower her buaband. That power, the know*, 
cornea (rum the duties which a lather expect* km firstborn to perform 
for him, including keeping aloe hn name and freshening hi* memory 
amc mg humanity after hn pbyiacai death. Knowing that, the know* that 
their child n her certificate of enti tlem e nt to da father * mpport She 
know* that the now hold* him by Kmc thing that a even Ur anger than 
law, custom and public opinion, namely hw own amtnficnm. Thun why 
*hc n now happy and content Yea, indeed a woman grab* a man by 
hh hdh. and then bold* hun securely by thru baby 

A baby is not simply a strategic, long term weapon m its mother's 
hand*; it is aho a tactically useful whip in the daily battles between 
husband and wife Should he fail to tUhfy her demand*, she can ves tut 
hearl by argicctu* N She may cvea threaten to walk off with the child, 
and give pam to hts fatherly feeling* Or the may threaten to walk off 
alone, leaving him with the job of caring for it A ay sentimentalist who 
doubt* that a mother could neglect her own child in order to punish ds 
father need only be reminded of Ike babies abandoned in gutters by 
then ever losing mother*! A mother who could abandon her baby, 
when a sufficiently inconvenienced her. is qude capable of neglecting 
or manning a when she want* to blackmail or punish its father 

Should the ruber of the child, for his put. attempt to leave ds 
mother, she mav threaten to dcay hun all future acccaa to d. If he calk 
her Nuff. she may punish him bv killing the child Those who doubt that 
a vengeful mother could go thu far ot^hl to recall the Uory where 
Medea slaughtered her own children to revenge herself on then father, 
Jason, when he left her for am a her wife. Such arc some of the ways in 
which a mother use* their habs to whip her husband into line 

The whip which a baby pus into ns mother's hand is not just 
metaphorical, d n sometime s quite literal la this example from Nigeria, 
a man m his forties was pressured by his mother to marry again, after 
eight happy years of divorce The new wife, who was young enough to 
be her husband's daughter, became his whip- wielding, siavc dnvtng 
buss once she had a child by him 


The general consensus wu lor me to tnkc an extremely 
younger wife. Someone I could bring up myself (whatever 
they meant by (hat) and someone who would reaped my age 

When I met the girl I eventually married, ahe waa fresh 
out of the College of Technology and only twenty-two. She 
wn ux months pregnant when we Finally got named. I 
explained the type of job I had to her Explained the erratic 
hours and the unconventional frienda I kept She promised 
ahe would try to cope 

After ahe had her baby, ahe auddenly believed she had two 
feet firmly on the ground She started nagging about the late 
hours I kept, the Wench of boore on my breath every night 1 



friends They dutnrbed the baby's nap. 

Things finally came to a head the day I got home at two 
m the morning to find her waning lor me. Aa soon m I let 
myself in I (eh the crack of the whip! I couldn t beheve n Aa 
ahe used the whip over and over again, she shrieked hysteri- 
cally at me lor be mg in co nsid e rate, lor leaving her alone in 


That did a! I took my things and left and that wm it I 
will see her whenever I need to give her maintenance money, 
but that's all I can't Wand that kind of life * 


AB in all. one might well wonder if many a woman would not avoid 
baby-making altogether were babies not invaluable for tying a man down 
to support her good self, even after a separation or divorce. 
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14. The Penalties of Divorce 



iTtorwwtUMwtl M gguiii — — ntlpaw 


Far a imc niu, divorce » ike legal cal route frevn Ike nest slavery of 
marriage la may given noddy, whether (baa eat route from mar a ml 
outers it inviting or daunting depend* on ike obuacfc* and pcnakict 
with which H u Mirruuaded. 

la Uriel Mohammedan countries like Saudi Arabia, where 
matriarch power m prohaMy at its weakest ta Ike world, divorce in not 
very diflicull (or a man to obtain In Uria Roman Catkobc txocucs, 
where matriarch power w probably at *.* uroageu m the world, divorce 
u prohibued by either tccular or rekgioitt law, or by balk a maa'i oel> 
escape route* from nest -slavery arc. tkercforc, the illegal ones, namely, 
desertion. wife murder, nr u a ci d c . 

Where there u aa absolute legal or moral tanciion agaiau divorce, 
aiarriage becomes, for the h unhand, a form of kfe imprwoameat, with 
the hard labour of earning a taking and nagging mtlkionc around hit 
neck Where divorce «t allowed, hut u hedged with dacrimiaatary 
penalties agamy the husband (eg alimony. child custody rales (hat arc 
weighted in the mother * favour, the owtler of the husband from hit 
family bouse. the Iom of half hn estate to hh wife; social censure; etc), 
such pcnakict can keep a husband trapped for fife in ku wife's neU. 
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Consider (be plight <•/ a man who goes naively into marriqpe, taped 
in* happinacss ever after, only to discover that kn happy days an 
already he Kind him! When the bride be wedded hay turned into a 
decorative pretence, a nagging Harridan, a He art lev* Uavc driver, and a 
financial millet one. when the vex- for (he- asking be was led to expect a 
no longer forthcoming. either became the tea eager fiance has turned 
into a (rigid wife, or because she has gone off bun and taken on outuda 
lovers, when the lose mists base cleared Irom his ors. and he sccsllMl 
his home is has prison. and when he contemplates making a break (or 
freedom m that moment of truth he hm to consider what divorce would 
coal him. 

Against remaining in nest-slavery, he will neigh the following; 

1) the vexation of making alimony payments with which she wil 
support herself and some new lover. 

2) (he humiliation of being ousted from the house he bud! or hm 
bought, and seeing it turned over to the woman he no longer Iowa; 

3) the penalty of loau« half of hts estate to her. an estate he either 
inherited or won with hts sweat. 

4) the fear of her getting custody of their child, with him having to 
endure a partial or total loss of access to it; 

5) the fear at social censure, with loas of prestige, in a society that 
will view him as a weak man who could not keep his wife 


Caught between the prospect of unhappinext-cvcr -after under the 
lash of his slave-driving harridan, and the certainty of such woundmg 
penalties and bumiiutKuts, the averse male, with his super fragile ego, 
would choose divorce only as the last alternative to going i ns a ne , w to 
susesde. or to murdering hu enslaver and being hanged for «. 

Once a wife n satisfied that her husband cannot divorce her. either 
because divorce n illegal or theologically frightening, or because it is 
too costly financially and psychologically, she gets her licence to be m 
heartless a slave-driver as she bkes. She will mercilessly drive him to 
the brink at desert aw, insanity, murder or suicide before pulhng hack 
It is in this way that the harsh penalties surrounding divorce, pcaahaa 
which make his yadbreak forbiddingly costly, arc exploited to keep a 
husband trapped in nest slavery The men who. as legislators, pass such 
divorce laws, or who, as priests, decree divorce a sin. arc indeed 
bean levs yailkccpers to all husbands within their junsdictiana. 


Consider the plight of a nun who goes naively mlo marriage, expect- 
ing happuiacs* ever after, uah to discover that bn happy days are 
already behind turn' When the bride be wedded bo turned ia(o a 
decorative pretence, a nagging harridan, a heart leu slave driver, and a 
financial milUiuoc. when the icx-far-thc-askmg be was led to expect n 
no longer forthcoming, either because the tci eagcr fiance bat turned 
urto a frigid wife, or became the bo gone off bun and taken on outside 
lovers; when the love mists have deared from bn eyev and be secs that 
ha borne a ba ptuun, and when be contemplates making a break far 
freedom: in that moment of truth be bo to conudcrwhat divorce would 


Against remaining m neat-slavery, he will weigh the following: 

1) the veatum of m aking alimony payments with which she will 
support herself and some new loner, 

2) the buankatiuo of hemg ousted from the bouse be busk or has 
bought, and teeing « turned over to the woman be no longer tones, 

3) the penalty of losing half of ba estate to her, an estate be either 
inherited or won with his sweat, 

4) the fear of her gniing custody of their child, with him having to 
endure a partial or total lorn of access to it; 

5) the fear of social censure, with loss of prestige, in a society that 
Will new bus as a weak man who could not keep (us wife 


Caught between tbc prospect of a 
lash of ba slave-drum^ harridan, and the certainty of such v 


would choose divorce only ss tbc last akernattvc to going insane, or to 
suicide, or to murdenag hu enslaver and hemg hanged for it. 

Once a wife a satisfied that her husband cannot divorce her. either 


because divorce a illegal or theologically frightening, or because X a 
too costly financially and psychologically, she gets her bccacc to be m 
heartless s slave-driver as ihc hket She will mercilessly drive him to 
the brink of desertion, insanity, murder or suicide before pulling back. 
It a m tha way that the harsh penalties surrounding divorce, penalties 
which make ba yadbreak lurbnidiagly coally, arc cxplotfed to keep a 
husband trapped m nest slavery. Tbc men who. as legislators, pass such 
divorce laws, or who, as priests, decree divorce a sin, arc indeed 
heartless yailkecpcrt to all husbands within their yuhsdictions. 
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PartV 


Matriarchy and its Discontents 


15. The Matriarch: Sovereign of Her Nest 



I Cor***. NATtONAi CONCOHO (Upal 


A* we have by now kcs, contrary lo what wac Icmimtlt would have 
(be world beheve, fe male power emtlv every man alive is antler Ht sway, 
wives rale and cspioU then huvhandv and (be domination at man by 
woman is mat “an inversion at fact". Let me recapitulate 

Mot her power takes charge of a boychiid at bis birth, when be 
cannot contest a Luckily for bun. it is tbe protective mode of female 
power, and has a benign tenure At puberty, however, motherpower 
begun to wane, though ns grip on bun never completely vanishes while 
be bves. 

At puberty, a boy's hormones shove him into the arena of 
bndc power where be n raided by the nr vt making woman looking far 
a nest-slave. Behold the slave -hunt rcss armed with the weapon of 
female beauty See her prowling the promenade, eyes out for a Mutable 
catch. See her lure him wuh her body bait. As he follows, desperate 
for a bite, tec her smite bun with her love harpoon and derange bn mind. 
See her lead the smu tea prey through a courtship marc, slopping here 
and there lo rub him with balms that calm hn aamuus nerves, till he • 
wed and truly tame Now sec them ent from the mare. See her gather 
turn up m her wedding net; see her hold the net aloft, diapfayu^ to all 
what she has caught. See bee march off to her nest, knifing the 
newly-won slave by the matrimonial yoke around his neck. 


Behold the new husband. ow hraw«y and brainy one. smiling as he 
u led into the fortress of wifcpower There he t*. a Imlc while later, lied 
down to h» nest duties by the fcatu* mi her bulging womb W«h the 
power the gathered on their wedding day at Inal confirmed by the bwth 
of their child, watch him now tod without reave for hi* neat queen and 
her neat Whatever wealth he reap* he mast bring home to ha ruler, if 
he win* honour or fame, he muM dure it* privilege* wgh her 

Behold bow die now rule* him, uung the Inch* die inhcmed from 
her prcdccc*MV* m hudiand management Behold how the cipimt* 
him through a covert matriarchy that wear* a patriarchal ma\k . through 
the formidable handicap* imposed on him b* a hallowed double Hand 
ard. through hit ingrained fear of wome n , whom he *cc* a* amtenna 
beuqe*. through ha ulhr Mini that n befogged by *cnlimcntal iIIusmmi*. 
through their bnby whom the wield* a* a weapon again*! hun Behold 
how the keep* him trapped, through the might* penahiet which law and 
emtom have decreed again*! him in the event of a divorce, pcnakies 
which a thwarted davc- holder wdd mn*f vrngefutty enforce 

Yet, mdeed' Where, on any day of hi* life, dor* a man evade the 
tway of female power* 

la the coortc of a woman'* fife, the fir*t nrrmci bndc power in 
order to wm wifcpower and mot her power for hertelf There latter 
power* the hold* corqomlK in her uhimate position a* married mother 
or matrigrch A* matriarch, the rule* her husband through her power* 
both a* hit wife and a* the mother of lhcu children 

The nett, that terminu* of bride power, that locus ol bath wife power 
and nuMhcrpower. ta woman * sovereign estate, and the nett queen or 
matriarch it it* monarch According!), the politics of the nc*t it the 
pohtic* of a monarch ! court, wuh her courtier* (her husband and 
children) competing for her appro**! and favour*. Matriarch power it 
c aerated ewer them a* the distribute* the resources, commodities and 
opportunities which her husband procures for her domain. Her control 
of the womb, kitchen and cradle ■ her nest gives her the power to decide 
who shall do or get what. Her author*) ui her nest is buttressed by 
custom, Uw, halm, education, propaganda, sanctions and rewards. 
While her children arc her dependent wards, her husband is simply her 
consort, and her one -man- ministerial cabinet which help* her cacrcxsc 
her m o nar c hi c al power*. Wgh all her court being subject to or depend- 
ent upon her. a matriarch is a monarch - sometime* benevolent. 
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knndiinn malevolent, hnciunct cons lUutioaal. sometimes despotic 
- bm i MMircfc MMkcioi, wiili wwitiga piwcn over her seal. 

Indeed. like any potentate. a matriarch wields over her coon power • 
ful weapon* of perusaaroa and coercion- She can lu g gr i l or command 
or uf-ii||-H|t. She cm quietly veto any of her kwhiad'i d eem o rw 
whKh do ar Mia her. She caa reduce the flow of her favours, or cal a 
off altogether. She caa capcl rccakatraat members from her neat - 
boy* by tending them of! to borstal or da equivalent!, her huabnad by 
divorcing hun. and on pvnarve term* 

Such n the power of a neat queen that a a far note difficult for her 
subjects lo wuhdraw Inn her neat thaa a n far a caurea lo emigrate 
from a Male. A boy -child ma> run away from home, but the mat nar dual 
laws and caaloma of (he larger iooefy will reek to return him lo hn 
mother U a huabnad abscond*, the matriarchal law* of the Larger 
society wdl acek to return turn to ha acat duties, and lo punah him for 
neat dcaertMio. and ahouid he dcode to quit ha neat duticc permanently, 
be may find himself payu* wife and child support dues* lieu of services 
he haa choacn lo dclauk on la contraat. only in caaca of irnoua crane 
a an itmigrsal from a Male curadnrd back for trial and pnmihmrnl. 
and only by totahtanan tyraamca arc cmqpanls treated at they arc by 
autriardu - as traitor* and dcfcctorv 

Like all secure and hallowed despotisms. matriarch power doea not 
ahow in harth aspect ualcaa it is caber flagrantly thwarted, or on the 
verge of being caat off. When a husband attempt* to break from the 
yoke of matriarch power, he ia liable lobe severely punished he is either 
wilfully denied a divorce, to he caa be imprisoned ia the neat sad 
tortured, or he » made to pay a grievous price for the divorce. » 

Casting back to the issue* raised in the prologue, some questions 
caa now be addressed Why does female power act manifest itself 
through councils of matriarchs or other large and formal organizations? 
la the absence of such organizations, in what tease could one Mill speak 
of matriarchy ’ And why has conventional knowledge faded to acknow- 
ledge female power? 

If female power does not operate through large, formal organiza- 
tions, it is because it doesn't need lo. As this inquiry hat shown, female 
power has different purposes from male power, and it has resources 
peculiar to k Since function and contest help to determine form, we 
ought not to be surprised that the structures of female power differ 
ugnificanth from those of auk power 
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Suet the cardinal atm of female power ts the procurement and 
management of a next slave by a nrsi -quern; and once, at we have seen. 
I ho one on -one control operates mamK t hrough intimate psychological 
manipulation, female power does not need those elaborate structures 
of formal authonty which have evoked to control the large aggrtgnlee 
of persons required by the specialist activities of the male domain - 
namely, huntii* and war and their modern extensions la particular, 
grand councils of matnarchs are not a cces sa r y for the effective escrcne 
of female power. 

As we have seen from this inquiry, marriage is the central institution 
of female power - not political parties, parbamrnu, armies, business 
enterprises, bureaucracies, etc. The acsl or family home, where a 
woman is both mother and wife, is the teal of female power - not 
barracis, factories, offices or other such places where large numbers of 
persons gather to work together la making marriage its central insiuu- 


As buttresses to the marriage antuution. female power also operates 
informal consultative bodies lake sororities, kaffee klatches. gossip 
groups, and associations of the stives of generals, politicians, 
bu s in e ss me n, etc. These suffice for exchanges of idem on how to 
manage men. and for cnnsptraocs against men which each wife then 
implements on her husband 

Even where women have thought it useful to have their own organs 
of political authority (female councils which are counterweights to male 
councils), these are auxiliary to the central institution of female poster 
Whatever powers alt-female councils wield are extra to the ove r whelm- 
mg posters which women trie Id through marriage 

Because of the functional and contest ual differences between 
female poster and male poster, matriarchy cannot be properly defined 
as what would obtain if women were sabuitulcd for men in patriarchal 
structures. To avoid the confusions of over sophistication, we aeed to 
remind ourselves that, ia down-to-earth terms, matriarchy and patriar- 
chy are, respectively, mother-rule and father rule We need, therefore, 
to define them, each in terms of the realities of power and authority in 
the nest organisation Let us begin with some preliminaries 

A nest (mother, father and children) has two heads a female head 
and a male head A matnanh is the female head of a nest A pot nan h 
is the male head of a nest. U alike a paw of Roman onnsuk. these turn 
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head* arc nut co-equal in power and authority. Where** the matriarch 
•» the real head, with mure of the actual power, the patriarch it the 
figurehead, with more at the aura at aut horny. Indeed, the matriarch 
holds the power behind the author ny at the patriarch. Now to the main 
dcfuuiious 

Mutnurrhv is a form at social organization in which the female head 
at a nest esercstes dominant power in u. while the male head n her 
hcutcaant who operates ns formal machinery of authority. 

Pmtnmnhy n a form of social organization in which the male head of 
a nest operates ns formal machinery at authunty, while giving the 
unpresuon of cacrosuqi dominant power m a. 

These definitions, I suborn. capture the realities far belter than the 
conventional ones accepted by anthropologists and sociologists. For 
c sample, this d ef ine ion id aunnarch dues not require us to treat the 
idea of a matriarch m a joke, nor docs a place us m the quandary of 
denying (he name to those matrons who. m addnio n to c serening 
dominant power, also wield familial aul horny in the style usual for 
patriarchs Such a matron is kkc a monarch who also ads as her own 
prune minister. 

Secondly, on this definition of matriarchy, women do not have to 
caercisc any formal author « s m order (or a social system to be matriar- 
chal Where women confine themselves to c serening power within the 
marriage nut nut ion. we have a matriarchal system. If they, in addition, 
operate all-female asa no a tn i m that cacraac political powers that arc 
zoned to women, then the scope of matriarchy in that system is enlarged 
So long m women caercisc dominant power somewhere m the social 
system that system is matriarchal, fur it features mother -rule. 

Thudh. matriarchy and patriarchy, as now defined, can co-cmst, as 
they mdeed do in actual societies, the latter mostly a* the authority 
system for routinely applying the power of the former A society cannot, 
therefore, be cUhcr ‘strictly matriarchal" or "strictly patriarchal”, 
rather, a society can have matriarchal and patriarchal subsystems, and 
these usually complement each other. The notion that a society has to 
be either entu ely ruled by mothers or entirely ruled by fathers is a piece 
of ovcr-sophisticalcd nonsense. In reality, mother -rule and father -rule 
each has its own sphere m each society, some powers arc in the keep 
of mothers, and other powers arc in the keep of (at here 

It ought to be noted here that, us any organization, there are from 
structure* of formal aulhonly as well as buck channels of unformalized 
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investigators'’ Ilia act surprising that they (ail lo Had female powt who 
oped m manifestations lo he aarror imago of those of auk power. 
After all, aa anthropologist or sooologul who it looting for elephants 
ia ad hkcK lo Gad aav. even while umdtng ia the audit of a herd of 
elephant v if he believe* that aa elephant it built like, aad fbet like, aa 
eagle If the consensus of the experts is that neither matriarchs aor 
matriarchy exists, aad hence that female power does not exist, then 
theirs is a consensus of errors based on unwarranted analogies and 
inappropriate definitions Aad at history has all too often shown, the 
consensus it not always correct 

It ia typical of feminists not only to deny female power, but to 
specifically deny matriarch power. For example. Germaine Greer hat 
declared 


If you look at wives m general they don't have much power 
over their husbands Must of them have only the vaguest 
notion of what their husbands arc doing.* 

That second s ent e nc e may well be true, however, then ignorance of 
what their hu s bands arc domg docs not prove that wives have no power 
over their husbands. After all. the Chairman of the Board of a corpora 
lion need not have marc than the sagucst notion of what his Geld 
technicians arc dc w ng. yet he has power over them, aad they work for 
i*w And at the anti feminist woman. Esther Vilar, has lUununatu^fy 
put it: 


Women arc to the world what stockholders are to corpora- 
tions although they understand nothing of what is involved, 
and although they themselves do nothing for the corporation, 
everything that is done is being done in their interest. 


wdcntiodiaiaiiociciy'ipowcritnactwt lalktHadirdpcmpUM. 
clue men we the lord* of society (Hkx matriarch power is taken into 
account, and it m acknowledged that chtc wmen ( a* muthen aad wives 
to chte men) rule chic men. a then has to be conceded that the topmost 
layer in society's power hetrwchy m occupied by chic women. The 
grand matnwch* (the Nancy Reagans. Clementine Churchill*. Uvu' 
and Lady Macbeth* of hiilory and fiction), who rule the grand 
patnwch* who rule the world, we indeed the overall borne* of the world 
The rcialianftJup between grand patnwch* aad grand matnwch* w ihn 
the former, like a management team, run society in the interest of the 
latter who are, indeed, toady'* supreme st oc khold er *. 

When we acknowledge matriarch power, we we obliged to admit 
that autnwchy. a system in which ultimate power in toady reside* with 
matnwch*. i* the human norm. Yes, penultimate power and the struc- 
ture * of authority may be in the hands of patriarchs, but ultimate power 
he* in the laps of atatriwch* As the Igbo say; Mother is supreme It 
ha* been to since the original drvuioo of labour by gender which took 
place at the beginning of human society; it remains so to this day 
Contrary to conventional opinion, matriarchy operates everywhere, no 
matter how ubiqiulou* the facade of patnwchy may he. 

The grand matnwch enjoys, at its most spectacular level what every 
married mother enjoy*, and every manhunting woman aspire* to In 
this sense, the overwhelming majority of women we matriwchisu. for 
their hfc ideal in to be matnwch* Most women like being women, they 
we keen to get husbands to support them in the style they aspire to. and 
they wouldn't like to be men. or to live the wav men do 

I once asked s Lagos girl why she liked being a woman She replied 

As a woman, yon can afford to be lary and still he fed aad 
clothed aad taken ewe of. And you don't even have to be 
beautiful, you just make yourself attractive If you deal have 
money, your boyfriend will gyve you moocy Men give money 
to their gvlfricnds, girts d>m't give money to their boyfriends 

Asked why she was keenly looking fur a husband, a yduag Nigerian 
woman jouranhsl said: 
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Seek ye Tint a husband, mad mrvtluai eke shall be added 
unto you. Instead o f hunting for a house aad a car, you fiad 
a husband aad hcH give you tkc kouae aad car, and do soon 
tua knees. 

Asked »hat she thought of a hub's Idc. a young Nigcrua woman 
said *To be a man is pu n i t h mcr u" 

la another encounter, a young Nigcrua school leaver, who had just 
been spouting bus aad pieces of feminist propaganda about how it is aO 
"a man's world" was cornered with the question: 

‘In your next incarnation, would you kkc to come as a man?' 


Asked whether she would lake to be a man. Miriam Ike, urn. a 
Nigerian university lecturer in Tokticnl Science, declared 


Certainly aot. I enjoy being a woman. I enjoy being attractive 
aad being pampered I also enjoy getting what I want because 
I’m s woman I enjoy looking alter my children as well as 
cooking.** 


One evening, in a London brasserie, aa English woman firmly told 
another, who was half her age and Ml of (eminiat chatter: ~ I like being 
a kept woman.* This happened when the nun they were with offered 
to buy them drinks aad the young femiawt insisted on paying for her 
own. 

Why were these women, kkc so many, so gladly attached to woman’s 
way of life and so unaltractcd to man's life? Well, woman's way of Kle 
ia ful of exemptions from unpins ant things Kkc dm burd en s and 
aaacties of public office; like the b* mg cold of winter lumbering in the 
frown forests, hke the heat sad dust aad dangers of coal aad gold mines 
deep in the bowels of the earth, like the mud aad wounds and bloody 
wcack of battlefields. Women are routinely exempted from tuck un- 
pleasant things which men may not shirk. These hallowed exemptions 
do not m the least interfere wnh a woman's right to share the pleasures 
of the wealth, fame and status which the men m her life (father, brothers. 
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by Ike very toil and high rail the u exempted 


(ram. 

These privileges, which are available to all women, turn the live* at 
p and mainarck* (who enjoy them at Ike highest level) into ike doses! 
thing to paradise an earth Unsurprisingly, the cardinal aim at elite 
matriarch* et to preserve the tocial arrange me til* which bestow these 
paradisiac privilege* upon all women. And in furthering this aim. they 
can count on the support at the matriarchal majority at women. 


16. Feminism: A Revolt in Paradise 


— TW Non w — i ' m Wf ourt b» Hrtiy f'nrdwi 

»oMl»mUMli|«illHrftooMMm lf» Wt mam m%a an 
mm wiinsU ■ W * nwye—lfc— Kt Um Aa4 »o «m i hkrif id 



- GoMiMw 


Despite woman's paradise of privi leges - privileges anchored on the 
womb, pmdeges of which amt wnci arc fully and happily aware - 
femsmsts claim that women arc power leu, and arc oppressed by w«. 
They have therefore demanded a reorganization of society on the basis 
of cquahtv between men and women They say they want a world 
without roles assigned by gender a world m which women share power 
and wort and status equally wuh men - in the home and outside a. in 
the krtchea and in the office; in minding the etn and confnaion of the 
children's play pen. and m managing (he ernes and disasters « the 
corridors <if public power. 

If indeed human society n baascahy matriarchal, despite its patriar- 
chal facade; 4 woman is mdeed man's boss; if most women know that 
their hues are qurte priv i leged compared to the lives of their me a, what 
then none lo make of feminism and its egahlanan programme’ 

To help ns assess feminism, we ought to note (hat. in their art nudes 
to asea. there arc three basic types of women the mainarchnis. the 
tomboys, and the trrmaganti A mmimth ix » a woman who believes 
that a nun's natural or god-ordained role in life is lo serve tome 
matriarch or married mother, and that the best way to get full service 
onf of him h to make him think that he ia lus matriarch's boss. A tomboy 
is a woman who would rather he a man A t e r magan t is a woman. 
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whether tomboy or quu Mlrurdinl, who musts oa showing her man 
that the. not he, w boss, the therefore lake* sadistic pleasure in bar ssung 
odbnuiif. 

MnM women, down through hisloo. have been matriarchal. Tom- 
boys there have always been, but moat, at puberty, reconciled ibcmvel- 
m to the matrisrehist social arrangements which tailed the 
overwhelming majority o f women Termagants. the man-hating, 
temperamental misfits in the matnarclust paradise, there have alwayt 
been Incensed by the facade of patriarchy, they would vent on the 
haptcaa men around them their revent me at of the matriarchal require- 
ment that women nuke believe that they arc ruled by net 

Feminism a a movement of bored matnarchku. frustrated tomboys 
and natural termagants; each at these types hat Us reasons tar be mg 
documented in the matriarchal paradise that is woman's tradMmnal 
world Indeed, the career of post WWII feminism may be summarized 
as follows: 


Bored matriarchots (like Betty Friedas) and frustrated tomboys 
(like Simone dc Beauvoir) lu cke d « off. 

Termagants (hkc Andrea Dworkin) made a pubhc nuisance at it; 
Salaried malnarcktttt (like Phyllis Schlafly) oppose it; 

Non militant tomboys (the female yuppms) have quietly profiled 
from*. 


Fnedaautc feminism began by giving pubhc voice to the craving by 
bored, weak by. suburban American housewives for "something more 
than my husband and my children and my home.*' Much of fenunom 
has been inspired by I ho desire for something better than the matriar- 
chal p aradis e , however, femmots find * poin k ally expedient to present 
then aggrandizing demands m the languor of liberation from oppres- 
sion But* a hard, wuhoutuandmg the word 'oppression" on *t head, 
to fathom how then boredom an alllis non of the Icotircd and the idle 
rich, can be taken as a product of oppression It takes Orwellian 
doublespeak to say that such a wife a oppressed by the hmband whose 
inco m e makes possible her leisured life. And if the idk rich arc 
oppressed, then what arc slaves, peons, and the like? 

What Fncdanitc feminism proves a that what to most women a 
paradise, to some women n hell, that any paradise can bore some to 
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rebellion Sadi a rebel!** it the tubfcd of this bizarre story from 
Switzerland, which n aptly inkd “Pampered Wife Wants Divorce": 


A hoove wife hat filed for tfcvorcc claiming her hubby 
made her ante cable - by doing too much work around the 
home' 

The Zurich. Switzerland, woman - id e nti f ied only at 
Satan - said the had abrnkulciy nothing to do and was totally 
demoralized after id ycart of living with her hinhaad Karl 
and being waked on hand and foot. 

la court papers, the vud her 42-year -old office worker 
hutband returned from tus yob every day and started work all 
over again - cleaning home, according to a cco un t! in the 
Swim newspaper BUck 

‘At toon at Karl c om e t back from work the devil it lootc 
at home.' the unhappy wife, V>. said. He taket the vacuum 
cleaner and runt * through the whole apartment, waihct all 
I he ddhev cooks and then putt the two kidt to bed Karl never 
said anything against my housework, but be came home and 
did k all over again It really makes me feel dispensable ' 

The couple have two children, aged 2 and \ and until 
Susan moved out several months ago. (hey bved together in 
a comfortable suburban apartment Susan, a former auric, 
stayed home with the children while Karl went oft to work 
everyday. 

But when Karl came home at night, the couple's normal 
family hfc look a bizarre twist The energetic husband played 
housewife for boors, Susan said, and even brought her break - 
fan in bed. 

‘He even irooed my blouse', Susan testified. ‘I told him 
lo stop, but he said he did g to make me look better. I pul up 
wnh this for five yean, aU this orange bchanour. But then 
Karl started learning to knu and it was just too much for me 

Susan said her housekeeping hubby refused lo switch 
places with her, to she could go out and work. 

Thai's when the decided she needed a divorce WI 

Had this Swiss Susan been a true matriarchist, she would have been 
deliriously happy at having acquired a super workaholic nest slave, she 
would have regarded herself as the blessed of the blest. Had she been 
an American Frtcndanuc. she would have screamed that she sms being 
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oppressed; Md instead at filmg h* a drvorcc and making her personal 
cut (ran a bonne paradne. she would have declared that "the perianal 
• pohtical". and dcmunsfralcd f«w wonca't bb. and campaigned (or the 
ERA. 

Anyway, however dubious the 'oppressed" status at Fncndaagc 
feminist* wav once then banner wai unfurled, lomhoyt and termagants 
were powerfully drawn to a. Under the banner tiffemmum. the militant 
lonhoy. who would rather be a man. veati her frustration on area 
instead of appealing to |od or the surgeon for a tea change Under the 
banner of feminism. the aoa aufctaiu tomboy pet on to become a 
yuppie, a business or pohtical entrepreneur, glad for a metal climate in 
which, when the plays auk roles, the encounters leas resistance than 
prroosu generations of tomboy* did She goes into previously ail maic 
fie Id v and Kill urn to full advantage alt the skill* and weapon* of female 
power. 

The termagaat (the threw, mold and harridaa of old) is a 
amandrout sadist whose greatest pleasures come from oun-haitiag and 
man hashing. She revents the matriarchal code which would have her 
prctcad that she » not bom to her man Under the banner of fcaumsm 
the can fully bloaaom. The termagant now carries on her man-harassing 
and aua-butung without restraint, haltering a nun s can with Now* 
from her longue without fear of retaliation by Muwi from hi* fi*t The 
termagant claims for herself a tyrant ’s absolute freedom of conduct, and 
would punish any reaction, however natural, she provoke* from men 
She a the type of woman who would wear a miniskirt without pantiev 
a ice -through Mouse without bras, and swing her legs and wiggle her 
arse as she parade* up and down the street, and yet insist that no man 
should get canted by her provocative sexual display. Any maa who 
whistles at the sight is berated for male chauvinism She would put out 
all male eyes with white-hot iron spits so they would not subject the 
naked female to “the male gate' She is so outraged by male energy 
and rahuhcrance that she would have all males between IS and 35 pul 
ia prison, just to spare women their attentions 108 If she flirts and leases 
a ad lead* an adolescent boy on, we D beyond the Omit* of his self -control, 
and he rapes her. she would demand that he be hanged The only males 
she would have m the world arc lobofomi/cd robots and enervated 
poodles, all at her beck and call Under the guise of “radical feminism', 
tome termagants, in I heir utter misandry, have retreated into lesbian 
ghettos, and from there attack, as traitors to womankind, tkose other 
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women who arc heterosexual. and who do M totally refrain from social 
and sexual intercourse with mca Under Ik banner of fciwaw. all tfca 
u treated is legitimate human bduvww. 

The matriarchal - aa the neat -queen who happily trains, rule* and 
enjoy* the me note id the male head a f her hou»c - is largely unper- 
suaded by feminist d e ma n d* (or an equably which would cad her 
privileges. A* the prune bcacAcsanc* of the system which feminists 
would dismantle, the quiet army ot satisfied malriarchuts m the great 
immovable rock upon which the tidal wave of feminism spends as fury. 

Though feminism parade* a self aa a revolt against the dommatioa 
of women by men, d as m fact a revolt by some tomboys against some of 
women's privilege* within the matriarchal paradise, and a revolt by 
termagants gainst the matriarchal restraints on theur freedom to tyran- 
nize males However, despite basing their campaign on the principle of 
gender equably, only a few feminist*, a rare few who rccugnuc a need 
for consistency and fairness, go so far a* to accept that the equably they 
demand must apply ako m the trenches, battlefields. mines and other 
high risk and strenuous areas of hfc For the rest, their egalitarian 
clamour is simply a ruse, and they scheme to head mca off from insisting 
on «s full scale implementation 

Most men did nut ice fcmmnt egabtananum aa the nuc that it was. 
Of the few who did. a mere handful glimpsed that feminism was not a 
revolt against oppression by men. but a c lamour for adcbtiouai privileges 
and opportmuties for women. Such men began that men's liberation 
movement which drew the ire of fernowls kite Carol Hanoch. How- 
ever. lacking aa aaalyta of female power, the men's liberation move- 
mem did not get very far. Most men, being machos, were thoroughly 
indoctrinated in the vkw that mca rule women, that human societies arc 
Unctfy patriarchal they did not. therefore, take senoualy the idea that 
mca needed liberating. At heat, they saw men's liberation as a practical 
yoke to annoy feminists 

Many mm feminist women understood the ruse in the egalitarian 
campaign of the feminist*. While they were, understandably, less than 
eager to join a campaign winch could endanger then paradise of 
traditional privileges. M was also not m their interest to expose it. la 
fact, for so long as frmmtsm brought ucw opportunitica to women, but 
without endangering traditional female privileges, many women were 
sympathetic to u But when a became clear that gender equably might 
threaten then traditional privileges (by. fur example, req wring women 
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lo be drafted into mJaalry platoons). leanui loai many of its female 
sympathizers aad Idlow traveller*. 

la the USA. that thecal emerged with the proposed Equal Rights 
Aaacadmcal (ERA) to the US Constantino Some elite matnarchsthca 
decided to safeguard wnan'i priv il ege s from the ravage* < W lermnnni 
Turning aulMani. they took to the streets and campaign trail! and 
mobilized the natnardwl mayoray at women to defeat the ERA. 

Them militant matnarrimts, them -nghl-wmg women' (m Andrea 
Dwortia call them), disagree profo ua dh with the femimu picture at 
women'! lot. Some hold that women are “in a superior pnufion. and 
that this mpenor position wu not lobe traded for an equal posaion". * 0 * 
They opposed the ERA became, if it wm paaacd. “girh would have lo 
go to war". 10 * and ERA would force women “lo take responuMgy for 
dconioo making and for money" One of them told Andrea Dworkia 
that "pro- ERA women arc ignorant and malicious.' aad that “pro- ERA 
feminists do not know whali he ml crests of women are “ ,U6 SSe outlined 
them an “a iirong home and urong law* protect mg the family a which 
the nun. not the Rate, protects the woman " 107 What the anti- ERA 
women fought to protect wm the traditional matrwvhtil arrangement 
where the husband lakes responsibility for decision making, for earning 
the family income, and for the safety of Ins wife's nest. So mans women 
warned that arrangement preserved that they helped to stop the feminist 
tide a the gates at the ERA. 

la the view of the aroused mat nar thesis, feminism is a revolt in 
paradise, and the fcaumat rebels jeopard** the ancient matrsarchnl 
p riv ileges of all women As a result, despite advertising itself m a 
movement fie the hhcratmn of women, feauusm has provoked the 
opposition of the matriarchal majonty of women, and has therefore 
remained a miaonty movement 

The triumph at (he anti ERA campaign wm only partly due to 
matrsarchnl fears of losing iraddwaal privileges. It also capdalucd on 
the resentments feh by many women who deplored the changes which 
fern mam had brought to their hvea. This resentment can be eo- 
coumcrcd v many parts at the world. For example, a London upper- 
middle -class wife denounced femmism for making her lot worse than 
her mother's had been. Her aether had not been obhged to take a job 
aad cans money, but she herself had to, since men of her dam, well 
tutored by femmaua. now expected their wives to work aad earn money 
As she aad most ndnawkigi see a. that a hinhiad now helped m the 
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kitchen, or changed nappies. or putted prams, is prt dul compensation 
(or • wife't lots of the privilege to stay home, out of the rat race, and be 
supported by a man w the style to which the wat accustomed 

Another Loodon womaa complained that femmism had killed off 
gallantry, and to a atan no longer (eh obliged to give up hit teal an a 
crowded but to a woman, however teavth laden the might be with 
briefcase, cosmetic handbag, and bulging grocery tacit 

Even tome yuppie feminist*, who have taken advaat^c of the new 
opportunity to rue in fie Idi traditionally rcterved for mca, have 
become impatient wuh radical feminist v whotc continuing clamour 
could provoke a male back lath and jeopardue their yuppie game. They 
would therefore like to tee radical feuunum curbed or laid to reat One 
of these, magazine editor Debbie Raymond, recently said 


Women today have never had it to good. We can stay at home 
and look after hntew and the kidt We can go out and get a 
job It's al equal apporlumfy . take our dot tea off or keep 
them on. the world it a woman » oyster So what the hech in 
the problem^ 1 * 



n tmcc the defeat of the ERA in 

ai 

l Bath in the 

home and outside «. the world hat indeed become a woaaaa't oyilcr. 
The nufriarchiai social tvuem hat been obliged to accomodate the 
atpiraliont of tomboys, and to legitimuc the man -bathing propensity 
i femnuti egalitarian 


tide, into halite fickle, women have unproved their paradise without 
paying the price demanded by the feminist doctrine of gender equality 
However, the fears of the matriarchists who opposed the ERA uiO 
remain: whenever men take a full and clear-eyed stock of the results of 
feminism, they may «l ill must ou gender equality in every Reid, including 
the battlefield Most women, of course, dread that day. 


Epilogue: 


On Masculinism 


If (be standard privileges of woaea make I he world of chic mliiiiclu 
the ckaoi thing earth lo par.-due. rhea mem, om whose risk* and 
effort anan'i privilege* real, arc the he kill of woman's world. Even 
(he grand patriarch* arc but headmen among the he kit a. each n met eh 
the thief puNtc agent (or the grand matriarch whotc neat he terve*. 
When tome a paradise rebel against then condition, what vhotild the 
he loti do? Would it be Bare avertable of thca lo revoh? 

To aadcr *t and why men have not yet revoked m the wake of 
fcmiaaa. we ought to ante that, a their altaadc* to women, there we 
three basic types of awa: the aucha. the ausho, and the autcuhaal A 
mmcho a a braway. and wmctimci brainy. factotum who lun been bred 
lor not slavery. and who a adoctnaalcd to hebeve that he a the lord 
aad aiavicr of the woman who rules him A muiho i* a henpecked 
veruoa of the auebo who hang* hkc a Nee du^t worm between the beak* 
of hit ae»t queen A mmacukmti a a man who a devoted lo auk bherty. 
aad who wuaJd avoid not slavery. 

All through hatory. the overwhelming majority of men have been 
aa ch o*. a henpecked minority have been muvhoi. aad very few have 
been autcuhaists. As leatnnm won prominence, and brought greater 
•octal acceptability lo leraugaatv more and more men have come 
under thca influence, aad become aushut Oa the other hand, tlang 
by feauusl accusations. a very lay nuaunty of men have re examined 
the auk condition, found « to be nett slavery, aad have rebelled aad 
turned aascidiaat 

The auebo (or auk chairvwat, or aualy aaa ) a a stratlag factotum 
with bulging biceps, sioae-dry eyes, braat that we ruled by ha gonads, 
aad aa ego indoctrinated to beheve that he a the had aad ouster of the 
woman who rule* hun His psyche a pruned lo defend ha woaua t 
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supposed honour from other men * Mhutni Thoroughly conditioned 
to serve women, h» hfc satisfaction come* from loyally serving hts nest 
queen. Naturally, he it (he nuiru/ckni'i ideal man When voung. he 
suffers from the dcluuon that he it Kroner, cleverer, and naturally 
superior to the woman who controls him However, an older and wiser 
macho, if obliged to coufcta the truth, might v»y “I am the captain at 
t ha ship. and I have the permisaion of my wife to tay to* But by then, 
it it too late for him to be anythin but a habitual macho 

The modern mutho (the new or feminal man) it one of that breed 
of diffident men who have been bulbed, guilt -tripped, ego-bathed and 
pcna-rwttled into pram pushing, diaper changing and breast envy. He 
a the befuddled, henpecked mak who Lacks the wit to recognize ha 
male interest. He a one of those mak wives of fcasak husbands who 
have been described, in Juke BurchiO's apt phrases, at the "bleeding 
hearts" and "crying males" who make up “the walking wounded" of the 
modern sex war. The more articulate musho even becomes a mis- 
sionary for ha hea t anti mak new Thu pathetic wimp a, quite 
naturally, hailed by feminists at the "new man" He it the termagant 
feminist 't ideal man 

The mascuhnat belongs to an altogether different apeoea from the 
macho and the musho. He does not suffer from moat of the illuaioaa of 
the macho, be it not drawn to macho ambdiooa, and he views the musho 
wuk robust contempt In keeping with hu comnutmcol to the liberation 
of men from neat slavery, the mascuhnat would end the psychological, 
social and legal conditions for that slavery, and create instead condemns 
far equitable relations between the complementary sexes. 

If men have not yet revolted in the wake of feminism, it is because 
there arc still two few mascwhauti around. This is so because mother 
power still produces far too many machos; and because termagants have 
taken so many lapsing machos m tow and made them into mushos, and 
became far too many men are ignorant of femak power and its ways 
and means. Consequently, the liberation of men depends crucially on 
the spread of the masculuusi understanding of mak-fcaak relations. 

The masculuusi is a libertarian His commitment to mak liberty, 
and his understanding of the conditions for mak liberty, shape hu 
beliefs 

The masoihmsi accepts that, contrary to what the macho believes 
and the feminist claims, it is a woman's world, and not a man's. 
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The masewhmsi accepts l hat, contrary to feminist propaganda an 
macho dluMuan. the arch enemies of feminism ate not Me a, but that var 
majority of monarchists who do aot wak to gr* op that IradKRW 
powers and privileges. Since patriarchy is but a facade for a baai 
matriarchy . the men whoa feminists claim as their cne asi es arc sunpi 
fail guys for the matnardusti. Mascuhnals, therefore, would rcdirc* 
the feminist arrows to then proper destination, namely, matriarchy 
The m a sc id im st accepts that, as the calypso simp say, “the woma 
is unartcr' and “woman « boss'. The masculmist accepts that mca at 
the btolngscaily more dtspcasaMc sea - which a why societies tram me 
for high risk occupations hkc hunt mg and war. whereas wombs (an 
their carriers) arc protected to m ax i mi z e a society's re products 
capacity, hence as chances of survival. 

The mascuhnari docs not bebevc ia being owned by any woman; m 
does be believe m owning any woman He recognizes that the owair 
of a human being by another was abolished long ago, and quite right 
too, and he has ao interest in having the practice revived in any form 
In tus encounters with women, the masculiatsl'i role model is w 
Adam, who he has In tie reason to respect; he lakes after Gilgamesh an 
Odysseus, who knew women well enough to defeat their schemes an 
survive their revenge; who demonstrated that the resolute man. wh 
understands woman, has ktlle cause to fear her 

The maacuhoMl believes that every woman has every right to d 
whatever the wants with her body, except enslave a man with it. If i! 
wants to hoard a. and tender her unbroken hymen to the worms in hi 
pave, that is her prerogative. If she wants to give her genitals to at 
man, or to twenty men, or to a thousand, or to a chicken or goat or goril 
or horse or hippo or elephant or polar bear (in that alleged order i 
mounting vigour) - that too is her business 

The m a s culi n i s t does nut believe in chtoridectomy; he secs it as 
great strategic weapon against men. The uncut elk ora, he knows, wow! 
make women as randy as men. if not more so, it would end that sexu 
restraint which gives a woman power over the sexually desperate mal 
The masculinist is not prepared to sell his lifelong labour to at 
woman in exchange for her ova and her womb. If he decides to nmt os 
snd womb, he pays the going rate or even better, but he will not caalav 
hunsetf to a nest, just (or the illusion of o*nuig ova and womb. H 
cannot wait for the day when cloning will make the womb obsolete, ac 
womb renting superfluous. 
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The Butctibnui h» do quarrel with low itself. He kaum that ■ 
womb's lose, whea she • aot amt minted. whea she is cahcr pre- 
pubcaccal or pmt menopausal, caa be qa*c safe sad plcasaat to a 
man. But he also kaows that a a rare, ami rare, for a woman, betweea 
puberty aad acaipaitK. to inrhdgr in nno-nctlin^ duci predatory lose. 
Being a seasoned realm, a n satc u hm s l is. ia Diaae Wakoahi’s words, "a 
beast at the jungle aad kaows better than to disregard the nature of aa 


Whea he tangles wuh a nest-age woman. 

When she gunhes out she loses hoi. 

He cannot but woadcr which arm or leg 
The lovely shark a after . 1 n 

To the mns c u hw ist. a wedding ts a ceremony ia which a woman a 
issued wuh a public bee act to rule piggyback oa a man aad caplaU him. 
He therefore docs hts best But to wed He does not beheve »I marrytag 
to obtain bouse help Unbhe the macho, be finds a cheaper (financially. 
cmotuNsafly, mentally ) to real bouse be Ip than to anarry it. 

The mascuimiat does aot subscribe to gallantry. He docs nut beheve 
that a man should open doors for. or gw up his scat to. a woman, aot 
unless she w mfirm from age or tba r aa e . in which cane she gets the same 
consider ateness as aged or mfirm men He does aot beheve that it ia 
for any man to defend aay woman's honour he believes that, d her 
honour matters to her. a woman m quite capable of defending n herself. 

The mascuiuusl bebrves that every woman should protect herself. 
She should learn karate and other martial arts so aa aot to depend oa 
men fur her physical defence. He bebeves that, smcc rape a better 
prevented than punished, martial arts, as well aa aati-rapc techniques, 
should be standard items m every girl's education. 

The auscubmtl bebeves that if it is all right for women to be 
feminist*, a a all right for men to be masculuuatv What a good for the 
goose a good fur the gander each should, therefore, dcfiac and protect 
Us own interest 

But what a the male interest? Or rather, what arc the sorts of things 
that arc NOT m the male interest 1 

It is aot m the male interest to be a aest -slave, or lobe programmed 
lor aest -slavery. 

It n not ia the male interest to be toady's specialists at violence, 
war and other dangerous pursuits. So long as these purswts arc ncccs- 
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un. men and women should equally engage m them The proposal, m 
February l<WO. by US PreanfeM Jimint Carter, lo draft men and women 
tor anbury tervx*, 11 * and the dcomon. m February IW, by Canada, 
lo mlcgralc n armed (oron and make women terve in wartime combat 
fotev including mtaniry units 1 n - them art both m the mate mterc*l. 

It a not w the mate inter cal lo maun or daughter one amaher in their 
c w p ct Uioa (or 



It n not m the mate intercal to be kilted by a woman when a haaon 
between a man and a woman break* up. or when the woman, like the 
nutonona Jean Harm, lean the man might leave her. 

h ia nut m the male uMcrcal lo Inc w an environment that a polluted 
with teaual vi imulant » which weaken men * bargaining position in trana- 
actum* with women 


It ia not in the male mtcreal to be captmlcd through alunnny pay- 
ment* and other racket* of divorce 

Now, how do matnarchtua. femamam and maacuhniam relate loane 
another? BroatlK apeaking, feminism and maacuhniam arc two dtf- 
lerent revoh* agnutvi matriarchy Fc mmnm ia a revolt by aomc women 
who arc bred nr frual rated within the mat nar dual parathac; an- 
cubmvm h a revolt by aome of the helots on whoae back.* that pnraihae 


How doe* Huocuiuuvm regard a*atnarchr*m and the t e od e n o ca 
wuhm femnuam? 

Matrtarchut* haw been the cipert ctpfogcrt of men uncc the 
beginning of human aocicty. Their ideology, mat r tar chum, auH 
demand* the aamc thing from men obcdicnl and uncomplaining *cr 
vuude Since they are dedicated to nc*t -slavery. matnarchnm and 
mat nar chut* arc noil dangrowu lo mascuhnc liberty-. they arc. there- 
fore. the (new of the mmeubmai * freedom loving scrutiny 

From the mavculiaul point of view, the demand* of tomboy feminum 
arc understandable. arguable and mnatb reasonable Equal oppor- 
tumtiet m the world of their brother* and father* far those women who 
prefer career* in that arena'* Ye*. Equal pay for equal work? Yea. of 
cour«c But why. the mavculmivi wonder*, do tomboy feminist* limit 
their clamour for equahty to the *ofl. white collar |ob* in the ertfwhilc 
male vphcrc? If. a* they m*ut. equabtv t h o ufd replace cample me at anty 
a* the overriding principle m the grader division of labour, ruk and 
Ualuv then why do tomboy* not demand that both gender* be equally 
drafted into infant rv platoon* or coal pg*? Should gender equality stop 
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short at the edge* of mine ptl* and battlefields? I aid tomboy 

demand equal iutu to ike nasty and Micnta *u* joba which nra do. the 
■umlaitf can oni> be skeptical of Unbuy Icnuimn't food faith. To 
the tomboy Icmuutl who advocates grade t equably, the m as r uhn ist 
would address tbia vital quest ml It « fan lo reorganise the centres o I 
male power to accomodate women wahout also reorganizing the 
centre* of female power to ac c omo d ate men ’ Upon the answer 
received would depend ike maacuiuuat's attitude to ike tomboy 

The demand* of tarm^ant femi n is m arc another matter entirely. 
They arc nut demand* with discernible remedies. but rather excuses for 
guilt- (ripping, harassing and mauling men in the unhallowed tradition 
of harridan* and shrews To termagant feminism belong those man 
haters who would IcgUtmtrt man killing for neat desertion (Jean Harm 
and her supporter*), or even man killing fix spumed love (Ishtar style), 
on the implied ground that a man has no right to choose whom to love, 
but must submit to any woman’s offer of her embrace, like a slave lo a 
tyrant's wishes. To termagant feminism belong the paiimooy racketeers 
and the alimony extorters, and the man-bumiliaioc* who demand 
"Love me. love my menstrual Mood" (even in this age of aids?). Of 
termagant feminism, all sane males must beware 

Paradoxically, the tomboy n the maaculuint's least uncongenial type 
of woman She ia his partial ally in revolt against matriarclusm. and, 
temperamentally, she is like a buddy with whom he could have vex and 
children. The termagant, though sometimes quite deadly, n the least 
problematic lo the mascuhaisi: her amsaacc can usually be avoided 
from afar 

Being determined to obtain Ins liberty, the mascuhnisl looks at neat 
slavery with unsentimental eyes; for only by understanding man's con- 
ditioa can he hope lo cfuuqp * He accepts that man'* subordination 
to woman derives from the five pillars of woman power. He knows that, 
with man's loss of control over the kitchen and the cradle, he really has 
never had any chance of being anything hut the slave (glorified when 
necessary) of woman As a realist, he accepts that woman's control of 
the womb will remain unassailable until cloning techniques are per- 
fected. He knows that probably nothing can be done about wiwua s 
relatively greater ptychokqpcai maturity But he also knows that much 
can be done, through cultural training. lowiultlc down woman's control 
of kitchen and cradle, and lo reduce the deranging powers of the erect 
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penis He therefore UTlcomn feminist demand* tlul men he obliged 
lo work a\ baby minders. When men pet control of the cradle, they will 
be aMe lo tram children in the male interest, and so reduce the number* 
of macho* and mushas in the world When men pet control of the 
kitchen, female power over man's stomach will dimmish A man who 
cooks cannot be half starved into submission, on any matter, by hts wife 
The masculines! believes m bringing about the revolt of (he helots of 
matriarchy Ah. what a different world it would be if only the macho 
ego would give up its ingrained Uupwhry and respond lo the masculuusl 
call Men of the world untie, you have nothing to lose but your macho 
illusions and your nest-slave burdens' 
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